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Why theriy vain glorious man, do you wage war againft Him who is in* 
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On the Divinity of JESUS CHRIST, &c. 



Romans ix. 5. 



Whofe are the Fathers f and of whom, as concerning the 
Flejb, Chrift came, who is over ally God blejjedfor 
ever. Amen* 

SAID an Author of great fame in the learned 
world, in addre fling his work to a perfon, high 
in office, when I fit down to write on fubjech 
which intereft the (lability and fplendor of the throne, 
and the felicity and fecurity of mankind, I fummon 
myfelf in imagination, into your prefence, and think 
how you would exprefs yourfelf on thefe important 
topics, and how / fhould exprefs myfelf, fo as tQ 
fecure your approbation and efteemi: With fome 
variation } may obferve, that when I (land up here 
in the chair of truth, and confider that the fubje&s 
I intend to treat of, refpeft the infinite glories of 
the Son of God, in whofe prefence we all now are, 
and before whofe tribunal we muft all fliortly appear j 
that the prefent and eternal welfare of this numerous 
audience depends upon the belief of the truth contain- 
ed in the text*— With a facred awe, I enter upon the 
talk, humbly foliciting aid of the Spirit from on 
high, that he would take of the things of Chrift, 
and fhew them unto, us, and fo guide us into all 
truth. 

TV 
* Lord Kaimcs's Dedication of Law Traflt&talAs&\faBs&&&» 



The apoftle Paul begins the chapter with de- 
fcribing his diftrefs and affliction of mind for the 
obftinate infidelity of his countrymen, the Jews, in 
terms highly expreffive of his truly patriotic concern. 
His brethren, who were they? Their defcent was 
honourable 9 and their privileges peculiar, and truly 
glorious. Who are Ifraelites, to whom pert a: net h the 
adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the 
giving of the law, and the fervice of God, and the 
fromifes, whofe are the fathers, the renowned pa- 
triarchs, and illuftrious prophets, thofe lights from 
heaven, and holy apoftles, teachers of the world; 
and at the head of thefe, and who infinitely out- 
fhines them all, came Chrift, as to his human 
defcent, and who, yet according to his eternal 
exiftence, is God, over all blefled for evermore. — 
Hail ! ye people highly favoured of the Lord ; happy 
had ye yet been, had ye known in this the merciful 
day of your vifitation, the things which belonged to 
your peace, your city, your palaces, your glorious 
temple, had continued to this day with increafing fplen- 
dor ; but to all your other crimes, when Jesus, the 
defire of all nations, came to his own, you, his own 
people, received him not, but, with wicked hands, cru- 
cified the Lord of glory ; therefore your punithment 
was fignal as your guilt was unequalled ; and ye remain 
a terrible monument of the divine indignation againft 
iufidelity, to every age and nation of the world. 

In illuftrating "the text, I fhall, through divine 
afiiftance, 

I. Delineate the mediatorial chara&er of Chrift ; and 
{hew in what refpects he may be faid to be " blejfed" 

II. In what fenfe he is God over all bleffecL 

III. Improve the fubjeft. 

i. Preliminary Remark. Man, in his firft eftate, 
when coming out of the hands of his creator, muft 
x been a creature truly glorious. He ftocd high 

in 



in the fcale of being, and was placed at the head 
of all other creatures in this world. His ereft 
pofture, by which he touched the ground by a very 
fmall part of his frame, befpoke his exterior digi 
nitya.— -But his mental powers, fo ftrong and com- 
prehenfive, and the beautiful luftre of his Maker's 
jlory adorning his mind, made it like Solomon's 
loly of holies, every part being overlaid with pure 
gold, ferved as a confecrated temple, where the 
Deity would walk, faw his own image, and rejoiced 
in the work of his hands. 

But the facred volume informs us of the fatal 
change that took place of all this happinefs and 
dignity. — Man violated the law of his God, and in 
the moment of tranfgreffion felt the weight of this 
difmal reverfe. Sin, that ugly monfter, entered, and 
death followed, and gave man a mortal wound. 

Behold him then in a threefold point of view : 

Refpefting his Maker ', he fell under accumulated 
ruin. The image of God, after which he was 
formed, was defaced, and a far different image fet 
up in his heart, even of him who had {educed 
him from his allegiance ; darknefs in the under- 
ftanding, rebellion in the will, Jfenfuality in the affec- 
tions. The juftice of God threatened a penalty he 
could neither fatisfy nor fuftain ; the law of God 
ftill challenged obedience, which, alas, he had neither 
power nor inclination to perform. The very gifts 
and bounties of God with which he was (unrounded, 
intended not only for his comfort, but for his in- 
flruftion, leading him as by fo many fteps to their 
gracious author, became the occafion of withdrawing 
further from his duty, and increafing, as well as 
aggravating, his ingratitude, — Thus flood man with 
refpecfc to his Maker. 

With refpeft to his fellow creatures^ inftead of that 
harmony and love, and milk of human kindnefs 

towards 

a Charron on Wifdom, p. ioo. 



towards each other, every man's hand was againft 
his neighbour ; violence, rage, envy, and confufion, 
overfpread the world, and filled it with fcenes of 
blood and death! 

Refpe&ing him/elf— -here was mifery indeed! he 
could fometimes fly from his neighbour, but never 
from himfelf. Hurried by reftlefs defires towards 
things either unfatisfying or unattainable; haunted 
with cares, tortured with pains, and (lung with re- 
morfe, while confcience, like Daniel's hand writing 
on the wall, or like David's prophet, Nathan, faying, 
Thou art the man, filled him with terror; and 
vanity, like a worm, deftroyed the root of every 
flower that promifed the faireft fuccefs. Such is the 
faint pifture of man. Miferable in this life; more 
miferable ftill in the continual dread of lofing fuch a 
life, miferable moil of all, that neither his fancy can 
form, nor his fear conceive the confequences of death 
he dreads, which will drag him to the immediate 
prefence, and to the tribunal of an incenfed Almighty, 
and ever living God ! Such accumulated woes, felt 
and feared, might make him cry out, in anguifh, 
Would to God I had never been born, and mine 
infant eyes had never feen the light. 

2. Remark. That a Mediator was abfolutely necef- 
fary, on every account, if grace was to be extended 
to man. Since the fall it did not confift with the 
honour of God to converfe with apoftate man j 
nor was he, in his unhappy circumftances, capable 
of converfing with God. But fince it was the mer- 
ciful defign of God to dwell again with men, and 
difFufe the bleflings of religion among them, it was 
fit fome expedient fhould be fallen on for reftoring 
finners, on honourable terms, to the divine favour ; 
for fecuring the return of the Holy Ghoft to their 
hearts, and for rendering them capable of thofe 
divine pleafures, which by fin had been totally with- 
held^ 



held. And, rejoice, O ye heavens, for this ex- 
pedient had been fixed upon in the eternal councils, 
and the fon of God bowed the heavens and came 
down as Mediator betwixt God and Man ; he puts 
off the crimfon robes of the judge, and put on the 
bowels of the Father, and announced, in promifes, 
types and prophefies, that God in very deed would 
dwell with man upon earth, and after the revolu- 
tion of 4000 years, this long expe&ed, this aufpicious 
babe was born. 

It may feem that thefe preliminary remarks were 
an unneceflary digreffion from the fubjeft; but when 
I obferve that the offices, names, and mediatorial 
character of Chrift, were all relative ; all had a ref- 
peft to the people he was to fave, I hope I (hall be 
forgiven* I return now to the I. Head j which 
was to delineate the mediatorial chara&er of Chrift, 
and (hew in what refpe&s he may be faid to be 
bleffed. 

And in defcribing this glorious chara&er, I with 
to be led intirely by the light of Revelation. Over- 
whelmed with the profpeft of his future glories, con- 
fequent upon his temporary fufferings, the enraptured 
Prophet, Uaiah, crys out — And who Jhall declare his 
generation! And without all doubt fays Paul — Great 
is the myjlery ofgodlinefs, God was manifefled in tbeflejb* 
In the preceding preliminary remark, I have enume- 
rated forae of the high and important purpofes why 
he was born, and for what caufes he came into the 
world. Others vaft, and truly divine, will appear 
in the further profecution of the.fubjed. 

He fliall be called^ Wonderful; and fo indeed he 
•was ; he is Chrift over all bleffed ; he is alfo God, 
over all bleffed, for ever. The word Chrift, fignifies 
anointed, or qualified for fome high and eminent 
defigns. The word bleffed, fignifies chofen, or fe- 
lecled for thefe purpofeg and intentions. Thus, d\c 



Angel, Gabriel, addrefs the Virgio Mzxy-^BIeffed arm 
thou among women. To which her coufiti Elizabethl 
added — And blejfedis the fruit of thy womb. He fhalll 
be fet apart and anointed by the Holy Ghoft, for 
the mighty purpofe of faving a loft world. 

The ancient prophets who foretold ChriJPs coming, 
appear tranfported with the view of his glory. Not 
only the New Teftament, but alfo the Old, repre- 
sent the. Meflias as the moft remarkable and moft 
honourable perfon, that ever appeared on the ftage of 
the world : it fpeaks of him as a glorious governor, 
a prince," a king, a conqueror, befides other mag- 
nificent titles of the greateft dignity; (hewing that 
his government fbould be extenfive and everlaftiug 
and that his glory flbould fill the whole earth. But 
while the prophets foretel his greatnefs, they foretel 
alfo his meannefs ; they {hew, indeed, he was to be a 
gloriousi king, but a king who was to be defpifed 
and reje&ed of men ; and that after the great ex- 
pectation that men would have of him, he vas 
to pafs over the ftage of the world, unobferved 
and disregarded* 

About the time of his coming,' the Jews were big 
with hopes of him as the great deliverer, and chid 
twnament of their nation. And if biftory may be 
credited, even the heathens had a notion about that 
time, which poffibly was derived cither from the 
jewifh pr^phefies, or from heathen oracles, which 
God over-ruled fometisnes to announce truth, that 
there was a prince of unparalleled glory, to rife io 
the eaft, and even in Judea, in particular, who was 
io found an univerfal monarchy a. But their vain 
hearts, like that of moft men in all ages, were fe 
intoxicated with worldly pomp, that that was th* 
only greatnefs they had any notion or relifli of; this 

made 
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made them form a pidure of Rim, who was the 
defire of all nations, very unlike the original. 

A king whom the world admires, is one of ex- 
tenfive power, with numerous armies, a golden 
crown and fceptre, a throne of ftate, magnificent 
palaces, fumptuous feafts, many attendants of high 
rank, immenfe treafures to enrich them with, and 
pofts of honour to reward their fervices. 

Here was the reverfe of all this ; for a crown of 
gold, a crown of thorns ; for a fceptre, a reed put 
into his hand, in derifion; for a throne, a crofs; 
inftead of palaces, not a where to lay his head; 
inftead of fumptuous feafts to others, oftimes hungry 
and thirfty himfelfj inftead of great attendants, » 
company of poor fifhermen; inftead of treafures to 
give them, not money enough to pay tribute, with- 
out working a miracle j and the honour they were 
promifed, was, each of them to bear a crofs. In all 
things the reverfe of worldly greatnefs from firft to 
laft ; a manger for his cradle at his birth, not a placp 
to lay his head fometimes in his life, nor a grave of 
his own at his death. 

Here unbelief frets and murmurs, and afks, Where 
is all the glory that is fo much extolled ? For dis- 
covering this, faith needs only look through that 
thin vail of flefh, and under that low difguife appears 
the Lord of Glory, the King of Kings, the Lord of 
Hofts, ftrong and mighty, the Lord mighty in 
battle a ; the heavens his throne, the earth his foot- 
flool, the light his garments, the clouds his chariots, 
the thunder his voice, his ftrength omnipotence, his 
riches all-fufficiency, his glory infinite, his retinue 
the hofts of heaven, and the excellent ones of the 
earth, on whom he beftows riches unfearchable, an 
inheritance incorruptible, banquets of everlafting joys, 
and preferments of immortal honour $ making them 

B kings 
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kings and priefts unto God, conquerors, yea, and 
more than conquerors, children of God, and myfti- 
cally one with himfelf . 

But when Chrift afiumed the form of a fervant 9 
and pafied over the ftage of the world, unnoticed ; 
yet this ftate of debafement was not without fome 
difeoveries of his intrinfic glory. 

His birth was mean on earth below, but it was 
celebrated with hallelujahs, by the heavenly hoft, 
in the air above ; he had a poor lodging, but a ftar 
lighted vifitants to it from diftant countries. Never 
prince had fuch vifitants fo conduced. He had not 
the magnificent equipage of fovereigns, but he was 
attended by multitudes of patients, feeking and ob- 
taining healing of foul and body, which was more 
real grandeur, than if he had been attended with 
crowds of princes : he made the dumb that attended 
him fing his praifes, and the lame to leap for joy, 
the deaf to- hear his wonders, and the blind to fee 
his glory ; he had no guards of foldiers, nor magni- 
ficent retinue of fervants, but as the Centurion, who 
had both, acknowledged, health and ficknefs, life 
and death, took orders from him : even the winds 
and ftorms, which no earthly power can controul, 
obeyed him ; and death and the grave dared not to 
fefufe to deliver up their prey, when he demanded 
it, He did not walk on carpets of Perfia, but the 
fea joyfully fuppofted him when he honoured it as 
his path. All nature, finful man excepted, honoured 
him as its Creator. By thefe, and many fuch things, 
the Redeemer's glory fhone through his meannefs 
in the feveral parts of his life. Nor was it totally 
clouded at his death j it was not indeed attended 
with the fantaftic trappings of artificial forrow; 
but the frame of nature folemnized the death of 
Its author; heaven and earth were mourners, the 
fun' was clothed in black. And if the inhabitants of 

the 



the earth were unmoved, the earth itfelf trembled 
under its awful load ; few Jews paid him the com* 
pliment of rending their garments, but the temple v 
the pride of their nation, rent afunder its beautiful 
vail, as now having loft its illuftrious vifitant; and 
even the rocks, not fo infenfible as tbey, rent their 
bowels. He had not a grave of his own ; but the 
graves about Jerufalem, fpontaneoufly open to ac- 
commodate him. Death and the grave might be 
proud of fuch a tenant in their territories ; but be 
came not there as a fubject, but as an invader and 
conqueror ; it was then the king of terrors loft his 
fting, and on the third day the prince of life triumphed 
over him, fpoiling death and the grave. 

Such was the life, and fuch was the death of Chrift, 
whom the Apoltle, juitly, in the text, accounts the 
top, the crowning glory of the Jewifh nation. 

But as he elfewhere faith, none of us liveth unto 
himfelf , and none of us dieth unto himfelf , fo I may 
add, that /this obfervation was applicable to Jefus, in, 
it's fulleft force. 

" He taught us how to live, and (oh too high 
" A price for knowledge) taught us how to die/' 

Yes; his life, and death, doftrines, and miracles^ 
all tended to the glory of God, and the happinefc 
of men. 

2. He was Christ the Blessed, not only as he was 
the glory of the Jewifh nation, but to fhew all the 
infinite perfections of the Deity, fo as to exhibit him 
as an objeft of worfhip and honour, and a ground of 
truft, love, and eftcem. And truly the glory of God 
was manifefted in the face of Chrift Jefus, being the 
brightnefs of the Fathers glory \ and the exprefs image of 
his perfon. The beautiful frame of nature {hews 
much of God j but alas it is overcaft with a gloom 

of 



of terror towards a guilty world. And although 
its language be plain and loud in proclaiming the 
glory of the Creator, yet it is dark and intricate as 
to his inclination towards finful men : it neither 
aflures peremptorily that we are in a ftate of defpair, 
nor gives fure footing for our hopes. If we are 
favourites, whence fo many troubles? If we are 
hepelefs criminals, whence fo many favours ? Nature 
{hews God's glory and our fhame j his law our duty, 
and confequently our danger j but about a way of 
cfcape— Nature is dumb on this important point. 
But, Jefus, as the woman of Samaria, juftly obferved* 
when he came tells us all things. But a mind affected 
only with outward grandeur would fcarcely credit, 
that more of the glory of God fhines forth in Chrift 
crucified, than in the face of heaven and earth ; the 
face of Chrift, in which fenfe difcovers nothing but 
marks of pain and difgrace, that bloated, mangled 
vifage, red with gore, and covered with marks of 
fcorn, fwelled with blows, and pale with death, that 
would be the,laft objeft in which the carnal mind 
would feek to fee the glory of the God of life. 
It would turn away from the deformed mangled 
objed, but would have poffibly viewed with rapture 
the fame Jefus, when transfigured on the holy 
mount, and holding conferrence with Mofes and 
Elias, his celeftial Vifitants. Divine glory flione 
indeed then in a bright manner on mount Hermon, 
tut not near fo brightly as on mount Calvary; 
this was the more glorious transfiguration of the 
two. Though all the light in the world, in the fun 
and flars was collefted together, into one ftupen- 
duous mafs of light, it would be but darknefs to 
the glory of this feemingly dark and melancholy 
object, for it is here alone, we all with open face^ 

fahold as in a glafs, the glory of Gad* 



Here flrines fpotlefs juftice, incomprehenfiblc wif* 
dom, and infinite love, all at once : none of them 
daikens or eclipfes the other, every one of them 
gives a luftre to the reft. They mingle their 
beams, and fhine with united eternal fplendor : the 
juft Judge, the merciful Father, and the wife 
Governor. No other object gives fuch a difplay of 
all thefe perfections, yea, all the objects we know, 
give not fuch a difplay of any one of them. No 
where does juft ice appear fo awful, mercy fo 
amiable, or wifdom fo profound. 

Here fhines forth the glory of infinite love ta a 
loft world. Comparifons can give but a very im-. 
perfeft idea of this love, which paffeth knowledge; 
for though we fliould fuppofe all the love of all men 
that ever were, or fhall be on the earth, and all 
the love of angels in heaven united in one heart, 
that heart would be cold, compared to that which 
was pierced with the foldiers fpear. The Jews faw 
but blood and water, but faith can difcern a bright 
ocean of eternal love flowing from thefe wounds. 
We may have fome impreffion of the glory of it, 
by coniidering its effe&s ; we fliould confider all the 
fpiritual and eternal bleffings, received by God's 
people for four thoufand years, before Chrift was 
crucified, or that have been received fince, or that 
will be received till the consummation of all things ; 
all the deliverances from eternal mifery; all the 
oceans of joy in heaven ; the rivers of water of life 
to be enjoyed to all eternity, by multitudes as the 
fand of the fea fhore. All thefe, and ten thoufand 
times more, are the bleffings which flow from that 
love that was difplayed in the crofs of Chrift. Here 
alfo beam forth the glories of infinite wifdom. 

The glories that are found feparately in the other 
works of God, are found united here. The joys 
of heaven glorify God's goodnefs, the pains of hell 



glorify his juftice ; the crofs of Chrift glorifies them 
both in a more . remarkable manner, than heaven or 
hell glorifies any of them. There is more fignal 
honour done to the juftice of God by the fufferings 
of Chrift, than by the torments of devils ; and there 
is a more remarkable difplay of the goodnefs of God, 
in the redemption of linners, thin in the joy of 
Angels; fo that we can conceive no objeft in which 
we can difcover fuch manifold wifdom, or fo deep 
contrivance for advancing the glory of God. 

To this add, that it equally tends to the good of 
man* // heals all his difeqfes, it pardons all his Jins. 
It is the facrifice that removes the guilt of fin, it is 
the motive that removes the love of fin ; it mortifies 
fin, and expiates it, it atones for difobedience, it 
excites obedience ; and purchafes ftrength for obe- 
dience, and makes it eafy and delightful. 

In fine ; fo univerfal and vaft was this defign, that 
no part of the univerfe was unconcerned in it. 

The glory of the Creator was eminently to be 
difplayed, all the divine perfons were glorioufly to 
be manifested, the divine attributes to be magnified, 
the divine works and ways to be honoured; the 
earth was to be redeemed, hell conquered, heaven 
purchafed, the law to be magnified and eftabliihed, 
its commandments to be fulfilled, its curfe to be 
fuffered, the head of the old ferpent was to be 
bruifed, his works to be deftroyed, and the princi- 
palities and powers of darknefs to be fpoiled and 
triumphed over openly, the principalities and powers 
of heaven were to receive new matter of everlafting 
hallelujahs, and new companions to join them, fallen 
Angels were to loofe their old fubjefts, and the 
blefied Angels to receive new fellow-citizens. A new 
heaven and a new earth formed, to be the fcenes of 
the future glory and bleffednefs of the countlefs 
millions of the redeemed !— what things are thefe ! 

Thus 



Thus I have attempted to delineate the mediatorial 
, chara&er of Chrift, and his high qualifications, for 
the execution of a performance of univerfal impor- 
tance, the preparation incomparably folemn, the 
Deity himfelf looking on with complacency, and all 
the hofts of heaven in loud and triumphant anthems 
of joy, celebrating the matchlefs achievements of his 
victorious arm. As he is, in one word, the founda- 
tion of all the councils of God, the rock on which 
the church is built, the bright eft mirror of all the 
divine perfections, the inexhauftible and only fource 
of every grace, virtue, and eicellency, to men; 
May we not fairly infer from this view of him, that 
he is Chrijl the bleffeda. 

But the text fays alfo, he is God over all, bleffed 
for ever. It introduces me to the 

II. Head, which was to prove the Divine character 
of the Son of God; and to obviate fome of thofe 
obj eft ions that have, for many ages, in various fonnd* 
been made to the divinity of the perfon of Chrift. 

To proceed with regularity, I fhall, as on thfc 
former head, make fome preliminary remarks, espe- 
cially as the diftinft Divinity of the Son, involves tht 
idea of a plurality of perfon s. Remark. I muft can- 
didly own that the word Trinity, is not to be 
found in all the Bible. It is a term of the invention 
of men. How, and why, it came to be ufed, I fhali 
inform you. During the Apoftolic age, nay for 18a 
years, the faith of the church all along was in the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, one God, into which 
they were baptized. The Father was not the Son, 
nor the Son the Father, nor the Holy Ghoft either 
of the other. This was the common faith of the 
church, before either Perjbn 9 or Sub fiance^ was ufed. 
Juftin Martyr, informs us, that the facred three were 
equally worihipped as one God. In Athenagoras, we 

find 

a See M'Laurin't Dtfcorcxta* 



Therefore, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoft, are One Jehovah: They are three perfons, 
yet have but one name, and one nature. And here 
it is to be obferved, that the argument acquires 
irrefiflible force, from this confideration, that the 
name Jehovah is not capable of fuch equivocal 
interpretations, as that of God, it has no plural, 
is incommunicable to any derived or created being; 
and is peculiar to the divine nature, becaufe it is 
defcriptive of it a. 

At a very early period of the Church, upon the 
incomprehenfibility of the dodrine, fome bold men b+ 

reje&ed 

a See a learned and excellent Treatife on this myfterious fubject, by 
the Rev. William Jones, 

b P rax fas, about tbe year 186, denied the doctrine of the Trinity, 
and charged the Church with Tritbeifm. Tertullian fupported the 
received doctrines, and overthrew his arguments. 

Not long after Noetus, revived the charge, and his plea was that 
God is One, and that there could not be a plurality in the Godhead. 
But he went away with the character of a weak and rafh man ; and 
his opinions were condemned by the Chriftian Church. Yet his fol- 
lowers had fo exalted an opinion of the Divinity of Chrift, that they 
had no way of folving the difficulty, but by making Father and Son one 
frr/on,— They were on that account termed Patripa/fians. 

About the middle of the third century, arofe Sabellius. He was a 
violent Unitarian, and charged the Church with the.worfhip of Three 
Gods. He boldly ftruck out the Divinity of Chrift, ridiculed an incarnate 
Cod, and denied his exiflrnce, previous to his incarnation. He may, 
therefore, juftly be termed the rather of the Socinians, who, when they 
were pleafed to fpeak out, held nearly the fame principles. 

Within a few years after Sabellius, Paul, of Samofata, carried on the 
fame charge of Tritbeifm again ft the church ; was a warm, injudicious 
aflerter of the Unitarian Plan, confining all worihip to the Father only, 
exclufive of the other Perfons. Eufebius informs us, that the Bifhops 
of the Church, ftruck with horror at the impiety of his tenets, ran 
together again ft him, as a wolf that was endeavouring to deftroy the 
-flock of Chrift. 

About the end of the third century appeared Arius, who to avoid 
Tritbeifm, (as he thought) and to preierve the unity of the Godhead, 
<#and that there might be one J 'elf -exigent Being or Perfon (*Ej> to **ytyvr\ror f 
tTff'aysyj'jjToj) denied the Divinity of the Second Perfon, only allowing 
a real pre-exiftence, and fo making him more antient than the others 
before-mentioned did. To demonftrate to my readers that I do him 

juftice, I (hall give his comment on the incarnation of the Eternal Aoyo?* 
John i. xx. 



reje&ed the plurality of perfons in the Godhead. 
and charged the orthodox, with Tritheifm, or the 
worfhip of Three Gods. 

That the Deity exifting in three Hypoftafes, and 
yet One God, is a myftery, and an incomprehen- 
sible one too, is the lefs to be wondered at, when 
we reflect upon the fcanty limits of the human 
underftanding ; and if all around us, if all within 
us, is fo, how infinitely more inconceiveable muft 
He be, a very fmall part of whom the higheft 
Seraphim can underfland. 

The Incarnation of the Son of God is a myftery 
never to be comprehended. There are fome feeming 
not real repugnancies in it. Self-exiftence is another 
myftery, of which we know little; for we can 
conceive very imperfeftly of an uncaufed caufe of 
all things. Eternity is fo vaft a myftery, as we are 
utterly loft in the contemplation of it. Eternity pajl, 
confounds the moft acute underftandings. 

So the belief of three per/bns, every one fingly God 9 
and altogether one God, is a cafe where the terms of 

the 

" In the beginning of all things, before ever the earth or the world 
" was made, there exifted a very glorious and excellent creature (fince 
" called the Word) the Oracle of God, and Revealer of his Will. 
" That excellent perfon, the firft whom God of his good pleafure and 
" free choice, gave being to, was with God the Father ; and he was 
" God, another God, an inferior God, infinitely inferior, but yet truly 
u God, as being truly partaker of Divine Glory tben y and fore-ordained 
" to have true dominion and authority in God's own time. God cm- 
" ployed him as an In/lrument, or under- Agent, in framing and fafhion- 
" ing the world of inferior creatures ; and approved of his fervices fo 
" well, as to do nothing without Him." 

The fum of the opinions of the Arians are thefe : viz. Jefus Chrift wat 
a very glorious Creature, deriving his Being by the Will of God from 
the Father ; exifted infinite ages, before all worlds, yet not eternal ; 
was of confequence inferior to the Father, in his exiftence, fubftance* 
and perfections, being mutable as a creature, though rendered un- 
changeable, by the decree of God. Yet as deriving from, and partaking 
of his Father's Divinity he was entitled to a degree of worfhip, not 
fupreme, but fubordinate ; not abfolute, but relative, &c. 

N. B. I have drawn my information refpefting the tenets of thefe 
Herefiarchs 9 from the pureft fources. See Mofheim's Ecckliaftieal 
Hiftory, with Mc Lean's Notes. 



the propofition carry ideas with them feemingly y but 
not plainly, repugnant. Another inftance of this may 
appear in God's foreknowing events depending on 
Uncertain caufes : Ahab was exprefsly foretold by 
the infpired prophet, that he ihould fall at Ramoth 
Gilead, and dogs ihould lick his blood ; but this 
fevent depended on a man, fpontaneoufly difcharging 
&n arrow, from feemingly no motive, and apparently 
having no objeft in view : yet he mortally wounded 
the devoted Prince, — That Jezebel, ihould be eaten 
by dogs, in the middle of a crowded city ; and that 
fcer ignominious death (hould arife from her ill-timed 
farcafm upon Jehu ; and yet that fuch was to be her 
fend, feemingly depending on the capricious will of that 
filrious Captain, is altogether unaccountable by us.— 
Still more fo is that, where the whole councils of 
God, refpe&ing the redemption of mankind, were 
laid in profpeft of Adam's fall, when his honour, 
intereft, and moral powers, all confpired to fecure 
perpetuity in his happy ftate. So is it with our belief 
in the Holy Trinity ; we know what we mean when 
We fay every one, as clearly as if we faid any cne is 
God ; a perfon having fuch and fuch effential per- 
fections. We fee not perfectly how this is reconciled 
with the belief of one God, as we fee not how the 
divine prefcience is reconciled with future contingents. 
"Yet we believe both, not doubting but that there is 
% connexion of the ideas 9 though our faculties cannot 
fully afcertain that connexion a. 
' But I am ftill afked, if we worfhip a Trinity of 
perfons, are we not chargeable with Tritheifm ; I 
fay no, and our defence is as follows ; by com- 
paring Scripture with Scripture, we plainly find 
that the divine Unity is not an Unity of Perfcn j 
We obferve that there are more perfons than one, 

dig, 

x a See Dr Waterland's Defence of the Divinity of Chrift % p, 3J4, 

A work that never was aufwered, and likely never wW, 



dignified with the fame high titles of Lord, God, &c. 
as I obfervcd before. Yet the Scripture never tells 
us of three true Gods ; but conftantly aflerts that God 
is One. We read that the Father is Jehovah, 
the Son is Jehovah, and the Holy Ghofi is Jehovah, 
and yet the Lord Jehovah is one Jehovah. The 
Father creates, the Son creates, the Holy Ghoft create*, 
and yet there are not three Creators. We worfhip 
the Father, Son, and Spirit*, and yet there arc not 
three objefts of worfhip. The obvious conclusion 
from thefe premifes is, that thefe three divine Per- 
fons are one God ; and thus the Scripture notion 
of Unity is of more perfons than One, in the fame 
Godhead. Yes, there is a medium between SaM- 
lianifm and Tritheifm. We affert not three abfolute, 
original, co-ordinate Divinities, like the Marcionites 
of old ; we bold a diftindtion, and even a fubordi- 
nation in the offices of the Perfons, not in nature. 
We feparate not the Perfons from each other, with 
the Brians ; if we did any of thefe, there might be 
fome colour for the charge of Tritheifm. But we 
acknowledge with the Scriptures one God, the 
Father with his co-effential Son and Spirit, one 
head and fountain ^of all, the three Divine Perfons 
being one in nature, one in knowledge, in prefence, 
in operation and energy; ljever feparate, never afun- 
der, diftind without divifion, united without con- 
fofion. If this be Tritheifm, it is what the Scripture 
has taught us, and what the Bleffed God, who beft 
knows his own nature, has recommended to us. 
Such too were the fentiments of the wifeft and beft 
of men in every age of the Church. And it is 
remarkable that Divine Providence has carefully 
upheld this do&rine, though all imaginable artifices 
have been from the beginning employed to over- 
throw it ; and God has vifibly blafted all attempts 

againft the Eternal Godhead of his Bleffed Son. 



But with all the difficulties that attend this 
tremenduous and fublime dodrine, it would be 
but fair and candid in its opponents to propofe 
to us a better a. 1 his equitable requifition was 
made by the Philofopher b to his opponents, in 
his belief of the immortality of the Soul ; but all 
the comfort they gave him was, that " when he 
** died, he would ceafe to be" So I am afraid that 
thefe fubtile difputers of this world would ad by 
us, as when Shi/back King of Egypt, took away 
all Solomon's golden fbields 9 Rebobcam, that wife man, 
(as Hales of Eaton ironically calls him) put in their 
room, Jhields of brafs ; and that the charge they 
bring againfl Trinitarians, of Tritheifm 9 will, from 
their own principles, recoil upon themfelves. 

Th* 

a I prefume my readers wiD not be difpleafed with the following 
anecdote, which is not more furprifine than it was true.—- A fociety of 
Gentlemen, . moft of them pofieued of a liberal education, and poliihed 
manners, but, unhappily, had been feduced from a belief in the Sacred 
Scriptures, ufed to aifemble alternately in each other's houfes, on the 
banks of the Tweed, for the purpofe of ridiculing Revelation, and 
hardening one another in their infidelity. At laft they unanimoufly 
formed a refolution, folemnly to bum the Bible* and fo to be troubled 
no more with a book which was fo hoftile to their principles, and dif- 
quieting to their conferences. The day fixed upon came, a large fire 
was prepared, a Bible was laid on the table, and a flowing bowl Hood 
ready, to drink its dirge. For the execution of their plan, they fixed 
upon a young Gentleman, of high birth, brilliant vivacity, and elegance 
of manners ; but whofe name I conceal from a regard to his honourable 
and truly worthy family. He undertook the talk ; and, after a few 
enlivening glafles, amidft the applaufes of his jovial compeers, he ap- 
proached the table, took up the Bible, and was walking refolutely 
forward to put it in the fire. — He happened to give it a look. — All at 
once, he was fei zed with trembling, palenefs overfpread his countenance, 
and his whole frame feemed convulfed. He returned to the table, and 
laying down the Bible, f3id, with a ftrong afleveration, *« We will not 
" burn that Book, 'till we get a better." But 

Men may live fools ^ but foels they cannot die. 

young's night thoughts. 

I have only to add, that this fame gay, and lively young Gentleman, 
came to die ; and, on his death-bed, got fincere repentance, deriving 
unfhaken hope6 of forgivenefs, and of future bleflednefs, from that 

Book he was once going to burn. This anecdote I had from feveraj 

Minifters, who attended him during his dying moments. 

b Cicero de Seneclute. 



The difciples of Arms, uniformly maintained that 
the Father was the Alone Supreme God; that the Son 
was God too, very God, God by nature; but deriving 
his exifte'nce from the Father muft be inferior to 
him : fo alio is the Holy Spirit, being derived from 
both. They held that One divine perfon is equivalent 
to One God[ and Two to Two Gods, and Three to 
Three Gods. The cafe is plain, the confequence 
unavoidable. One Supreme, and two Inferior Gods, 
is their avowed do&rine; and certainly, the averting 
Three Gods (whether co-ordinate, or otherwife) is 
Tritheifm, againft the Firjl Commandment, againft the 
whole tenor of fcripture, and the principles of the 
primitive church a. 

And as their religious tenets were, fo was their 
worfhip u , abfolute, fupreme honour, is plainly appropriated 
" to the perfon of the Father only t as the abfolute fupreme 
" being, or the o^e God." This was a leading tenet 
from which the Arians, antient and modern, never 
fwerved b. They held that ultimate, abfolute, fit* 
preme, fovereign Worship is due to the Father only; 
Mediate, relative, inferior worfhip may be paid to 
creatures. The Father therefore being confidered as 
alone fupreme; fupreme, abfolute, fovereign* worfhip is 
due to Him only; Chrift, being a Creature, (accor- 
ding to them) derived, inferior, dependant , yet is 
to be worfhipped, but with a proportionable degree 
of veneration and honour, which muft be inferior, 
relative worfhip. As the Objefl and Mature of divine 
worfhip, (for I exclude the idea of civil refpeft, 
which may be paid to creatures) are of the laft 
confequence for us to know, let us* for a moment 
look into the fcriptures, and fee if there is the leaft 
veflige of foundation for this diftinftion in religious 
Adoration. 

Prayer 

a Dr Waterland's Defence, page 336. 
b See Dr Clarke's Scripture Doffrine 0/ the Trimtj—MoJe/l PUa y &c. 

page 94th* 



Prayer we often read of; but there is not a 
fyllable about abjolute and relative, Jupreme and inferior 
prayer. We are commanded to pray fervently and 
incefjantly, but never jovereignly or abfolutely that I 
know of. We have no rules left us, about raifing or 
lowering our intentions in proportion to the dignity 
of the objetls. Had this been the cafe, I make bo 
doubt but a God, jealous of his honour, would have 
given us directions on this important matter, fo as 
to make our worfliip either high, higher^ or highejl, 
as occafion fhould require, but He has given us 
none. Nay 

The whole tenor of Scripture runs againft it. 
Let us, in order to prove my aflertion, confider fuch 
ads and inftances of worfliip, as are laid down, 
whether under the old or new difpenfation. 

Sacrifice was one inftance of worfliip required 
under the law ; and it is faid ; He that facrificetb 
unto any God, fave unto Jehovah only, He Jhall be utterly 
defiroyed a. 

Now upon the famed inftance of the Ifraelites 
making and worfhipping the golden calf, they had 
but to alledge, they meant only that image as a 
medium through which they worfliipp^d the Deity, 
with fupreme, it, only with relative adoration ; as 
Aaron* caufed to be proclaimed, that it was a 
feajl to Jehovah b. But the Supreme Majefty ad- 
mitted no fuch diftinttions ; and notwithftanding 
lie was prevailed upon by Mofes, to fpare their utter 
extirpation, he declared, that in their future vifita- 
tions for their fins, This their idolatry, he will ftill 
remember againft them c. 

The cafe was the fame with religious vows, 
Swearing by God's name, was of the fame nature; 
but we find no dljlinftion, or degrees of folemnity, 

with 

^ a Exod.xxii. ao. b Exod. xxxii. j., . < €h. x^xii. 3^. 



•with which men were to perform thofe afts of 
religious worftiip. 

1ft the New Teftament, where the Lycaonians would 
have done facrifice unto the Apoftles, Paul and Bar- 
nabas, thefe holy men did not tell them that facrifice 
was of equivocal. meaning; and that they might pro- 
ceed in it, provided they would re&ify their inten- 
tions, and confider them as Apoftles only ; but run 
among them, and forbade them to facrifice to them 
at all. The Angel, in the Revelations, did not direft 
John to confider him only as an Angela and propor- 
tion his adoration accordingly ; but ftrictly forbidding 
him to do it at all, faid, Worfhip God. To this I may 
add, that the Martyrs ', when required by their Pagan 
perfecutors, only to throw a few grains of incenfe 
into the fire, and pay their Deities what degrees of 
worfhip they pleafed, and fo fave their lives, ho- 
nours, and eftates, at this eafy rate ; yet thefe brave 
fervants of the living God, fcorned to divide even 
the fmalleft degree of worfliip between the true" 
God, and dumb Idols a. 

We conclude then, that no medium however figni- 
ficant, no man however holy, no angel however 
intelligent, nay, even the Son of God, fhould he 
poffefs ten thoufand thne3 more holinefs and excel- 
lency than all the hofts of heaven, if he is confidered 
only as a creature, can be worfhipped ; and, for once, 
we agree frith the Socinians, in accounting the Arians 
chargeable with idolatry , fince they worfhip the Son 
and Spirit, whom they confider only as creatures. 

We fee then on whom the charge of Trithei/m 
juftly falls; as alfo the danger of forfaking the good 

D old 

a This was the grand reafon why the antient Fathers fo zealoufly 
oppofed Arianifm % becaufe that Chriftianity, which was intended hy 
God Almighty, for a means to extirpate Pagan Idolatry, was thereby 
itfelf Paganized and Idolatrized ; in as much as they worfliipped the 
Son of God Him/elf, fuppofed by them to be no more than a Creature. 
Cudwprth's Intell. Syftcm. Page 6a8. 



old way, and in avoiding imaginary inconfiftences, 
to run into errors of the moft fatal tendency. 

But to avoid every appearance of Tritbei/m^ with 
which We apparently, and the Arians really were 
chargeable, Sabellius, and the Socinians, took more 
deciuve fteps, and boldly cut, inftead of troubling 
themfelves to loofe the knot j and at once ftruck out 
the Son, and Spirit from the (Economy of the Perfons 
in the Godhead* 

This introduces me to confider the Unitarian 
Scheme. It would be well in all difputes of mo* 
ment, if we could fix the precife meaning of the 
Terms. And as this of Unitarian, is capable of feveral 
definitions, I fhall fhortly confider each. Candour 
obliges me to fuppofe that by the appellation thefe 
Gentlemen have aflumed, they mean that the Divine 
Xjnity, is alone the object of worfhip; and fo far 
they are perfectly right. Let us now fee how far we 
go along with them, and where and when we muft 
part. And here we agree with them that the objeft 
of all divine worfhip is one God ; and to give it to 
any other being, however exalted, is Idolatry, and 
will be punifhed as fuch, " Hear, O Ifrael, the Lord 
our God is one Lord a. The *dnti-Trinitarians, of all 
forts* maintain that this Unity in the text, is that of 
Ferfon; and that the Father alone, is here intended ; 
but the words literally rendered are, Jehovah, our 
God, is one Jehovah. Now, If it only refpe&ed the 
Ferfon ' of the Father, exclusively of the other Two, 
it would run thus: The Father, our God is one 
Father ; juft as if we fhould fay, David, our King, 
is one David. And where would be the propriety 
! of fuch phrafeology ? But, Jehovah, which always 
! includes in it the idea of the Eternal, Immutable, 
j and Infinite Being, is One, in oppofition to Gods 
many, and Lords many, is here defigned. Thus the 
j Scribe, 



Scribe, who quoted this very text a, underftood it, 
and whom our Lord commends, as anfwering fo far 
difcreetly. Yet it is carefully to be noted, that 
although he commends him for acknowledging one 
God, he wanted fomething farther, He was not far 
from the Kingdom of God, that is, to be a fabjeft of 
Mejfiah's Kingdom. And that one thing that he wanted, 
was to acknowledge the Son to be God and Lord, 
as well as the Father ; for, He, in common with the 
Jews f had very imperfect notions of the Divinity of 
the Mefliah. And it is remarkable that both the 
Evangelifts, Matthew and Mark b 9 after relating this 
conference of our Saviour with the Scribe, immediately 
fubjoin the hiftory of his putting a queftion to the 
Pharifees, How the Mefliah could be both David's 
Son, and David's Lord, quoting PfaL ex. i • The 
Lord /aid unto my Lord, &c. It is exceedingly probable 
that the intention of our Lord's queftion, was to cor- 
reel the Jewifli conftru&ion of Deut. vi. 4, and to 
intimate, as far as was proper at time, that the Father 
is not ih kJ^/oc, one Lord, in fuch a fenfe as to exclude 
the Son, who is alfo Kvptoc, or Lord, and tacitly in- 
cluded, as often as the Father is filled the only God 
or Lord c. 

But ftill it may be urged, from fuch texts as thq 
following, There is no God before me, neither fhall there 
be any after mei—I am God alone, and bejides me there 
is none elfe, &c. In the New Teftament — To us 
there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all 
things, and we in him : And are not thefe exclujiv* 
texts ? They are fo, in a certain fenfe, and yet they 
do not affeft the doftrine of the Bleffed Trinity. It 
is a rule and maxim in all writings, that exclujtve 

terms 

a Matthew xxii. 35. b Mark xii. %%• 

c Dominu8 ipfe praecipuum mandatum Legis, in Unius Domini con- 

fcfli«ne and dile&ione docens efle, non fuo ad Scribamfed Prophets 

teftimonio ufua eft, efle/> Damnum, Dominum unum ita ex lege docens, 

ut fe quoque Dominum Prophcta Tcftc confirmat* Hilar* Pa^£ v&v* 



terms are not always to be rigoroufly interpreted, 
fo as to leave no room for tacit exceptions, fuch as 
reafon and good fenfe will eafily fupply. It may be 
needlefs, and, on fome occaflons, improper to men- 
tion every exception, but to leave them to the 
intelligent reader. — For example, it is faid, No one 
knoweth the Father, but the Son, and no one krwweth 
the Son but the Father a. It would feem from this 
text, that the Father does not know himfelf, nor 
the Son himfelf. But no man of common fcnfe can 
think fo of either. Paul the Apoftle fays, / deter- 
mined rut to know any thing among you, fave Je/ns 
Cbrifi, and him crucified.-— Did he, by this pafiage, 
refolve to take no notice of either the Father, or 
the Spirit, in his doctrines? No body will fay it. 
If then God intended equal honour to the Son and 
Spirit, as to the perfon of the Father, why did he 
not give fome cautions to mankind ? I anfwer, fuch 
cautions were unnecejfary. For none of thofe decla- 
rations, concerning the Unity of God, and the wor- 
ihip due to God alone, were made at the beginning, 
or before idolatry was grown into practice. The 
intent and defign of thefe declarations was to be 
a remedy againit it, and to root it out of the world ; 
and fo were always made in oppofition to all other 
Gods, oppofite to, and different from the God of 
lfrael. Thus the end of them was fully aniwered, 
and there was no occafion explicitly to mention the 
Per/en of the Son, before the proper time came 
to reveal his diftincl perfon and chara&er to the 
world. They might have been hurtful, in religion. 
Had the Firfi. Commandment run thus, Thoufbalt have 
no other Gods be/ides me, except my Son and Spirit ; 
it had been plainly making thefe two other Gods, 
and fo confirmed, idolatry, inftead of deftroying it. 
Thefe cautions were alfo unneceffary, after the in* 

car* 

« Matt. *i. *7« 



carnation of the Diety 9 where his perfections flione 
forth in fulL luftre, fo as juftly to claim fupreme, 
divine, adoration, in the Perfon of the Son; and 
revelation loudly proclaimed that it was the will 
of the Moft High, that all men honour the Son, even 
as they honour the Father; and be that honour eth not 
the Son bonoureth not the father. So that the want 
of an exception in refpeft of God the Son, or Holy 
Qhofl, is an argument to us that their Unity is too 
ftrift and intimate to admit of it. This may ferve 
too as an interpretation of that other text, One God 
the Father, for it is immediately fubjoined, and One 
Lord J*f us thrifty by whom are all things , and we by 
him ; intimating the joint co-operation of Father 
and Son, in the work of Creation ; a work al- 
ways afcribed to the Deity, or True God : for, He 
that built all things is God a. 

But, if to avoid the imputation of Tritbei/m, or 
the worfhip of three Gods, Unitarians difclaim all 
belief of the Divinity of the Son, and Spirit ; and, 
of confequence, fcorn to worfhip their Deity, and- 
pay their addrefles equally to Jehovah, Jove, or 
Lord b ; they fairly renounce all pretentions to 
Chriftianity \ and, by giving up with its Divine 
Author," they bid farewel to all its hopes and joys. 

So we fee from the whole, that Arianifm is only 
another name for idolatry*, and the Unitarian Scheme, 
ftriftly fpeaking, none other than Paganifm refined. 
For the Bible exhibits no other God, than a God in 
Chrift reconciling the world, as the only living and true 
God. And how the Gentlemen of both thefe def- 
criptions, apply the folemn rite of Baptifm, to chil- 
dren, cc In the name of Father, Son, and Holy 
" Ghoft," and difmifs their flocks with the folemn 
benedi&ion of the Grace of; our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
and the love of God, &c. is beyond my comprehension, 

I 

m Heb, iii. 4. b Pope's Univer&l Prayer* 



I now proceed to ftate the Scripture Do&rine of 
the Divinity of Chrift. And what has been already 
advanced, tends much to leflen the delightful talk. 
It muft be confeffed that an inferiority of the Son to 
the Father, is frequently mentioned, and Chrift 
Himfelf afferts it in feveral pafiages. It is alfo well 
known, that there may be fuch a thing as a priority in 
arrangement, of perfons of the fame dignity; the 
very term, Father, implies a priority in nomination, 
and arrangement, in the (acred oeconomy; yet this 
is not always the cafe ; for in the folemn, apoftolic 
benediction, the grace of the Son is invocated prior 
to the love of the Father. There may alfo be fuch 
a thing as an inferiority in point of office, and yet 
an equality in refpeck of nature. When Jefus re- 
turned to Nazareth, and fubmttted himfelf to Jofeph 
and Mary ; or, when he took a towel and a bafon 
of water, and ivajhed his Difciples feet ; will any 
fay that in thefe inftances of condefcenfion, that he 
was their inferior f In the fame manner refpecting 
his purchafe and adminiftration of his mediatorial 
kingdom, he is the Father's fervant, and even the 
finishing aft, the furrendering up that kingdom into 
the hands of his Father, conltitutes inferiority a; 
when that is done, all veftiges of fubordt nation, arc 
eternally done away; and the Deity of the Son, 
blazes forth for ever in eternal fplendor, where God 
is all in all ; all *Deity, all equality , in bleffednefs 
and glory. But even the cloudy Old Teftament 
difpenfation, did not altogether vail the efiential 
glories of the Son of God : While he is exhibited as 
a Child born, a Son given, the vail is drawn afide, and 
thei*e he is named, that is, he is, the Mighty God, the 
Everlafling Father, Prince of Pesce b. Awake, Sword 9 
(fays the Deity, in the perfon of the Father) againfl 
my Shepherd, and againfi the Man that is my Fellow* 

faith 
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faith the Lord of Hafts a. This equality, in fubftancc 
or nature, Chrift himfelf declared, and claimed, / 
and my Father are one. His Divinity will appear from 
the following proofs and demonftrations. 

I. His names and titles, by which he is railed 
God, in a ftoift and proper fenfe. Scarcely had the 
Saviour afcended his Mediatorial Throne, when the 
enemy fowed tares of Herejies in the Church, by the 
means of Simon Magus, Cerinthm, and others ; fome 
denying the Divinity, and others the Humanity, of our 
Bleffed Lord. John, the beloved Difciple, who 
having been recalled from his banifhment in Patmos, 
where he had been favoured with Revelations from 
Heaven, had retired to Ephefus, his ufual feat of 
refidence, was requefled by the unanimous defire 
of all the Bifhops of Ajia, and neighbouring pro- 
vinces, to write his Go/pel* This, after folemn 
failing and prayer, for the divine blefling and affift- 
ance, and being fully inftru&ed and plentifully 
infpired, he cheerfully undertook: He thus began 
his lofty theme, In the beginning was the Word % and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God. All 
things were made by Him, and without Him was not 
any thing made that was made. Words, and thofe 
that follow in that chapter, fo clear and expreffive 
of the Saviour's Divinity, as with reafonable men, 
might have ended all doubts and difputes on thofe 
Heads. " In the beginning, before there was any 
«* creature, (confequently from all eternity) the 

" Word 

a Zeck. xiii. 7. 

I know well that Little Nibblers^ pretend to cenfure our Tranflatlon 
of the above, and fuch other like texts ; and Mighty Reafeners affe<5t to 
find abfurdities and contradictions in them. I would once for all tell the 
former of thefe GentL men, that the Bible was translated by a race of Men, 
and in an age which produced Boharty SeUen, and innumerable more, 
who, for oriental learning, and biblical knowledge, they are not tp be com- 
pared with, in a day. As for the latter, it will be time enough for us to 
liften to their cenfures, and unfeafonable ridicule, when they can prove 
to us, that they are viifcr than Cod. 



u Word emitted ; m and the Word was no diftatt 
c< feparate power, eftranged from God,^ or ucao 
u qua in ted with Him, but He was with God, and 
cc Himfelf alfo very God; not another God f but 
*' another Pcrfon only, of the fame Nature, Sub- 
" fiance, and Godhead." Here it is to be noted, 
that the good Apoftle, writing for the inftru&ioa 
of all future ages, boldly afferts that the Aoyoc* or 
Word, was God, which includes in it all that is 
good, great, or excellent. He has omitted nothing 
that might tend to confirm and inforce it. The 
Word was God, before he had any Dominion, before 
he had afled as Reprefentative of the Father; God, 
in the beginning, before the world was, before there 
was any Creature: God by whom the World was 
-made, and to whom every cieature owed its 
exiftence ; who coming into the World, came unto 
his Own ; who is Jehovah and Lord of Hofts, Kvpioc 
TlctYloKpoLTtop, the Lord Almighty, and God over all. 

But that we might have no trace of doubt about 
the Evangelifts' fentiments refpefting the Divinity of 
Cbrift, he filled the Son of God, Jehovah, which 
is never the proper name of any perfon, but as that 
perfon is confidered as having independent \ or necejfary 
exiftence. The paflage is in chapter xii. verfe^i. 
where he refers to Ifaias, chapter vi. verfe i. I faw 
alfo the Lord fitting upon a throne, high and lifted^ up 9 
and his c irain filled the Temple. Above it flood the 
Seraphims. *4nd one cried unto another, and faid, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of Hofis, the whole 
Earth is full of his Glory. Here we are to obferve, that 
the Lord whom Ifaias faw in his vifion, was the 
Jehovah, and Lord of Hofts, which is of the fame 
fignification with the Lord God Almighty. Him it 
was, and his glory* which the Prophet faw. And 
{hat this was Chrift, and that glory Chi ill's glory, 
John exprefsly declares j and fo in his account, Jefus 

is 



is Jehovah, the Lord God Almighty. I might mul- 
tiply quotations from Scripture in which he is ftiled 
Jehovah, a word of abfolute fignification, and is the 
incommunicable name of the one true God. Some 
of thefe I fhall here lay before the reader a. 



a JEHOVAH. 

Of aid haji thou laid the 
foundation of the earth , t*fc* 
Pfalm cii. 25. — Adjdrefied to 
Jehovah. 

And the Lord (Jehovah) 

faid unto me : Caft it unto 

the Potter, a goodly price that 

I was prized at of them. — 

Zeck. xii. io. 

They fhall look on me (Je- 
hovah fpeaking by the Pro- 
phet) whom they have pierced. 
Zeck. xii. 10. 

The voice of Him that 
erieth in the wilder nefs, pre- 



CHRIST JEHOVAH. 

Thou Lord, in the beginning 
haft laid the foundations of the 

earth. Hcb. i. io # — Ad- 

dreffed to Christ. 

Then was fulfilled that 
which was fpoken by the Pro- 
phet, &c. — Matthew. xxviu 
9. 10. 



Another fcripture faith f 
They Jball look on him (Jefus 
Chrift) whom they have 
pierced. — John xix. 37. 

The voice of one crying in 
the wildernefs, prepare ye the 



pare ye the way of the Lord j WM y fthe Lord.— Matt, i. 3. 
(Jehovah) — Ifaiah xl. 3. 



The Lord faid, I will have 
mercy on the houfe of Judah, 
and will fave them by the 
Lord (Jehovah) their God, 
— Hofea i. 7. 



£ 



Is born in the city 
of David, a Saviour, which 
is Chrift the Lord.—hxxkt ii. 
il. 



la 



In a word, every name, every title, which ccffi- 
ftitutes Deity, and which is applied to the Father, 
is equally applied to Chrift, He is fitted the Great 
God, Mighty God, God over all. The Almighty, King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords, The Divinity of Jefus 
Chrift, may be alfo proven from his 

.Attributes. I (hall mention four. 

I. Eternity. And if the Son be Jehovah, he mufi 
bf neceflity be Eternal ; as all judges in oriental 
learning, allow that that name is expreflive of necef 
fary exiftence. He, is He, who is, who was, and who 
is to come, the Almighty. Which words denote, in- 
dependent Eternity, even in the opinion of the moil 
learned of the Arians, only they apply them to the 
Father, not to the Son, which is evidently wrefHng 
the application. There is a famous paflage of the 
Prophet Micah, which ftrongly confirms the do&rine 
of Chrift's Eternity. But thou, Bethleham Ephratah, 
(tough thou be little among the thoufands of Judah, yet 
out of thee fball He come forth unto me, that is to be 
f%uk r in Ifrael, whofe goings forth have been from of old, 
from jeverlaftinga.. This contains a full and clear 
proof of Chriil's pre-exiftence, before his birth of the 
virgin. The auguft name which the Deity declared 
to Mofes, I am, intimating eternal felf-exilience, 
Chrift affumes to himfelf ; before Abraham was, 1 am. 
In "a word, he was before all things 9 and is the im- 
mortal, and invifible God. 

' IL Immutability. The author of the Epiftle to 
the Hebrews, in oppofing the Immutability of Chrift t 
to the fading and perifhing nature of the heavens 
and earth, fets it forth in very expreflive terms. 
Thou, Lord, in the beginning baft laid the foundation 
of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thy 
Bands. They fball perifb, but thou Remainest. 
They fball be changed, but Thou art the Same, 

and 

a Micah v. a. 





and thy yean Jball not fail a. This is .the very de- 
fcription which the holy Pfalmitt gives us of the 
Immutability, or unchangeable nature of the only 
true, Eternal God. And here, without any reftric- 
tion or limitation applied to our Saviour Chrift. 
And in another paffage, J ejus Chri/t, the fame yefler day », 
to day, and for ever b. Here is the phrafe, i avroc 
the fame applied to the perfon of Chri/t, and taking 
in all time pafl % prefent, and to come. 

III. Omnifcience h another divine Attribute, afcribed 
in fcripture, to our Saviour, Now we are fure that 
thou knoweft all things ; faid his Difciples unto him c. 
And again, in Peter's folemn proteftation, Lord, 
Thou knowejl all things : there is no limitation in the 
words, and no caution given by the Evangelift to 
prevent our underftanding them in the higheft fenfe. 

In innumerable paffages, we meet with fuch afler- 
tions as, Jill things are naked before him ; that every 
creature is manifeji in his fight ; that he is a difcernef 
of the thoughts , and intents of t be heart ; for, in Him are 
hid all the treafures of wifdom and knowledge. Strong, 
and lively expreffions of his Divine Omnifcience. 

IV, (Xmnipresence, is alfo afcribed to Chrift. 
This he afferted to Nicodemus ; and no man hath 
afcended up to heaven, but he that came down from 
heaven 9 even the fon of man, which is in heaven* 
Lo, I am always with you , even unto the end of 
the world* By him all things conftft. Thefe texts 
prove that our Bleffed Lord* is prefent on earth, at 

the 

a Heb. i. 10, it, 12. b Ch. xiii. S. 

c But enemies to the Divinity of Chrift, affetf to oppofe to his Omni- 
fcience, his own exprefs declaration, But of that day, and that hour* 
knorjjstb no man, no not the Angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, 
hut the Father. That Jefus was finite in his moral powers, and that 
thefe were capable of acceflion, is never denied, as he increafedin wifdom 
andjtature, and was in all refpe&fl like to his brethren, fin excepted ; 
and, therefore, that his human nature, abftradtly confidered, was 
equally with the Angelic, ignorant of that great event; yeMhis does 
not invalidate his Omnifcience ; for he does not fay that the Son of God 
knew it not, but the Son of man ; as Js plain nrom both EvangeUfts, 
who record this exprefiion. 
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the fame time that he is alfo prefent in heaven.; that 
his prefence reaches to all the ends of the earth, to 
all men living quite round the globe, in the un- 
bounded univerfe. Hence it was that the antients, 
with one voice, afcribed Omniprefence to God the Son. 

The Divinity of Chi i ft is demonftrated from his 
works. Alt things were made by Him, and without 
him was not any thing made, that was made. For by 
Him were all things created, that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, vijible and invifible, whether 
they be Thrones, or 'Dominions, or Principalities, or 
Powers, all things were created by Him, and for Him. 
And He is before alt things, and by Him all things 
confifi a. Strong, lively, and magnificent, expreflions. 
He was before all created Beings, and consequently 
was himfelf, uncreated. Ml things: how vaft the 
idea! Men, beafts, trees, fun, moon, and hofts of 
heaven ; nay, the princely potentates of the high eft 
Angelic opders, they are all created by Him, as the 
efficient caufe, and for his glory, as their laft end. 
No creature, however glorious, can give being to 
what did not exift before ; and although every htufe 
is built by fome man, yet He that built all things, is God. 

Seeing then that the title of Creator is thus mag- 
nificently and elegantly fet forth, in holy Scripture, 
as the diftinguifhing mark of eminency, the Epitome 
of all perfe&ion, and the certain character of true 
Divinity : if nothing higher or ftronger, can be 
thought on, to raife in us the moft fublime, awful, 
and exalted idea of the fupreme God of Ifrael ; and 
if the Son of God be plainly and evidently fet forth 
to us, under the fame high charafter : if he created 
all things, vifible and invifible, if he laid the founda- 
tions of the earth, and if the heavens are the works 
of his hands ; I fay, if thefe be indifputable pofi- 
tions, the conclufion to be drawn from them, ref- 

pe&ing 
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peeling his Divinity, mud be felf- evident, to every 
mind that is not fteeled again ft the facred truth. 

But the traufcendent excellency of the Divine 
nature, and the glorious works of the hands of God, 
are the grounds of afcription, of worfhip, and of 
praife to him by all his creatures. I have already 
treated of this at fome length. I have only to add 
here a few inftances of worfhip, in the higheft fenfe, 
which were given to Chrift ; nor, with his infinite 
humility, did he ever refufe it. Thus when the 
blind man, and whole fight had been miraculoufly 
reftored by Chrift, had confounded and filenced the 
learned t)o£tors of the Sanhedrin, by the vigour and 
precifion of his arguments; I fay when he found 
Chrift, who unfolded to him his high character of 
being the Son of God, profeffed his faith, Lord, 
I believe. It is added, And he worjhipped him. So 
alfo, it is recorded by the two Evangelifts, Matthew 
and Luke, that the eleven Apoftles, upon feeing their 
Divine Mafter, afcending majeftically into the bleffed 
abodes, they worfhipped him. The penitent thief, on 
the crofs, amidft the gloom that veiled the Re- 
deemer's glory, difcerning the princely grandeur of 
the Son of God, fued to him for mercy, Lord, re- 
member me, when thou come ft into thy kingdom : and, as 
Sovereign of all worlds, Jefus replied, This dayjhalt thou 
be with me in Paradife a. In like manner the Apoftle, 

Thomas, 

a It is probable this man never knew any thing of Chrift before, 
otherwife than by common fame ; but admitting that he had feen 
and heard him before, yet that he mould now come into the ac- 
knowledgment of him, when one of his difciples had betrayed him, 
another had denied, and all of them had for fake n him; and now 
to pronounce him the Sen of God, and Lord of Life, when he was 
hanging on the crofs, fuffering the pangs of death, and fecmingly 
deferted by his father, that he fhould take fanctuary in a dying and 
univerfally defpifed man, publifh his innocence in the face of triumphant i 
malice, and through the thickeft cloud of ihame and fuffering that ' 
ever intercepted the glories of the Son of God, difcover his divine \ 
power, acknowledge his cekftial kingdom,, throw himfelf upon his . 

pro- , 



Thomas* having the mod fenfible proofs of the identity 
of his rifen Matter, with fervent rapture, expreffed 
his adoration, my Lord and my God. When Stephen 
had, in a long and mafterly defence, not only vindi- 
cated his own innocence, but alfo convicted the 
council, his judges, of their obftinate and deftru<3ive 
infidelity, and when like furious wild beafts, they 
were rufhing on the holy martyr, wi'h a countenance, 
ferene as that of an Angel, and with the keen eye of 
faith, piercing through the aerial regions, beheld the 
invifible glories of Jefus Chrift, in profound adora- 
tion, he kneeled down, faying, Lord Jefus, receive 
my Spirit. *And having faid this, he fell afleep. But 
1 might as well attempt to count the number of the 
ftars, or the fands by the fea fhore, as to enumerate 
the worfliippers of the bleffed Redeemer. For,— 
what fongs are thefe y from the outmoft ends of the earthy 
Salvation to the Righteous! What louder, and more 
melodious notes are thofe which refound through 
the higheft heavens ? Hark ! Let us hear who thofe 
choirifters are, and let us liften to what they fay; 
And I beheld, and lo, in the midft of the throne, 
and of the four beafts, and in the midft of the elders 
flood a Lamb, as it had been ilain, having feven 
horns, and feven eyes, which are the feven Spirits 
of God fent forth into all the earth. And he 
came and took the book out of the right hand 
of him that fat upon the throne. And when he 
had taken the book, the four beafts, and four 
arid twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, 
having every one of them harps, and golden vials 

full 

protection, and call upon him as the great difpofer of rewards and 

happinefs after death : this was a confeflion fo refolute, fo lingular, 

Jo illuftrious, as never was outdone, as never can in all refpefis be 

| equalled, except the fame Jefus were agaiu to be crucified: for no 

r man's converfion ever had, ever can have, upon other terms, fuch 

ttlifadvanrageous and discouraging circumftances, as this man laboured 
under, . and yet fo glorioufly overcame them all. 



full of odours, which are the prayers of faiftt*. 
And they fung a new fong, faying, Thou art 
worthy to take the book, and to open the feals 
thereof: for thou waft flain, and haft redeemed 
us to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, 
and tongue, and people, and nation; and haft 
made us unto our God kings and priefts : and we 
fhall reign on the earth. And I beheld, and I 
heard a voice of many angels round about th* 
throne, and the beafts, and the elders: and the 
number of them was ten thoufand times ten 
thoufand, and thoufands of thoufands; faying 
with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was 
flain, to receive power, and riches, and wifdotft, 
and ftrength, and honour, and glory, and blefling. 
And every creature which is in heaven, and on 
the earth, and under the earth, and fuch as are 
in the fea, and all that are in them, heard I, 
faying, Bleffing, and honour, and jrfory, and power 
be unto him that fitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever. And the four 
beafts faid, Amen. And the four and twenty 
elders fell down and worfhipped him that liveth 
for ever and ever. 



IMPROVEMENT. 

And upon taking a retrofpeftive view of the 
fubjeft, the following refle<9ions naturally prefent 
themfelves to our confideration. 

I. The wifidom and goodnefs of God in affording 
mankind iuch clear, and abundant evidence, re* 
fpefting the nature, and objeA, of religious worfhip. • 
No doubt, the divine prefcience, knowing well\ 
the fierce oppofition that the great enemy of God^ 
and man, would make to the fcheme of redemption, ' 



founded on the perfon and meritorious attonement 
of Jefus Chrift, has, of confequence, taken every 
poffible method, to guard men againft the danger 
of fplitting on this rock. The old ferpent, well 
knowing that as there is not another name given 
under heaven, whereby we can be faved, but the 
name of Jefus Chrift* fo, could he once get men 
to doubt of the neceflity, much more to reafon 
againft this grand device of heaven, his end, in 
their perdition, is completely attained. To prevent 
this dreadful confequence, how explicit, how co- 
pious, and how does the facred volume abound 
in afcriptions of titles, the moft exalted and lofty; 
in honours, fupreme, and divine, as applied to 
the Son of God ! And as it is of the laft confequence 
for us to know, whom, and how, we are to 
worfhip ; where to place unfhaken confidence, and 
into whofe hands to repofe our immortal fpirits, 
fo, the Holy Ghoft dire&ly leads us to Jefus, made of 
God unto us, wifdcm, righteoufnefs , fandtification^ and 
redemption. 

II. The unreafonablenefs, and danger, that attend 
a ftated opposition to the Divinity of Jefus Chrift. 
We have feen, that the incomprehenfibility of this 
Do&rine, ought to be no obftacle in the way of our 
faith, and obedience; fince God himfelf has been 
pleafed to reveal to us, what he would have us (o 
believe, refpecting his nature, and perfections. The 
yaftnefs of the divine procedure, in all his ways, 
cannot be comprehended by finite minds. For, who 
can by Jearching^ find out God f Who can find out the 
Almighty^ unto perfefthn ? And becaufe the laws of 
nature, in the formation, and confiftency of the 
univerfe, do not fall within the reach of the inveft- 
igation of men, are they warranted, on that account, 
to fcorn to pay homage, to the fupreme Being? Or, 
ought they to refufe to fow, and reap, and purfue 
* the 



the ufefiil at ts of life, becaufe they are unacquainted 
with the nature of vegetation, or with the fimple, or 
combined forces, of the mechanic Powers? Such 
arrogance is ftrongly reprehended, in the magnificent 
language of the Deity himfelf. Where waft thou, 
when I laid the foundations of the earth? Declare if thou 
haft under ft anding? Who laid the meafures thereof if 
thou inowefi ? Or who fir etched the line upon it ? Wherem 
upon are the foundations thereof faftened? Or who laid 
the corner ftone thereof? When the morning ftars fang 
together, and all the Sons of God Jhouted for joy am 
If Chrift, whofe counfels Jhall ftand faft, declared, 
upon this rock, will I build my church, and the gates 
of hell Jhall not prevail again fl it j and all P rot eft ants , 
interpret this as refpe&ing either the perfon of Chrift, 
or Peter's illuftrious confeffion of his Divinity, Thou 
art Chrift, the Son of the living God b, which indeed 
amount to the fame thing; 1 fay, if this was the 
determination of Him, who is now the Saviour, 
and will be the Judge, of the world, how friendly, 
yet how juft, is the remonftrance of the infpired 
Pfalmift, Why do the people imagine a vcyth thing? 
The kings of the earth fet themfelves, and the rulers 
take counfel together againft the Lord, and again/I 
his anointed : He that Jitteth in the heavens Jhall 
laugh : Jehovah Jhall hold them in derifion c. 

Hear how God reafonably expeflts that homage, 
veneration and love for his Son, which he fo juftly 
deferves, Having yet therefore one Son, his well beloved, 
be fent him alfo laft. unto them, frying, They will 
reverence my Son d* 

If noble defcent, magnificent titles, glorious and 
numerous attendants, endlefs treafures, fplendid and 
heroic deeds, accompanied with magnanimity, bene- 
volence, fweetnefs, and condefcenfion, fet off a J 
character, and draw univerfal admiration and efteem ; 

F and 

4. Job xxxfiii. 4, 5, 6. I Matt. rti. 16. c P&L ii. x, *. d Mark xii. & 



and when all thefe, in an infinite degree* centre ia 
the Son of God, how natural, how reasonable is it, for 
God to expeft that mankind will give him that reve- 
rence that his divine chara&er deferves : If the war- 
rior, who overthrew invading foes, and ftemmed the 
hoftile irruption with his blood : if the patriot, who 
checked civil and religious flavery, and eftablifhed 
liberty upon a firm and permanent bafis, juftly ob- 
tained veneration, and deathlefc fame, from their 
grateful and exulting country ; how much, how 
infinitely more, does Jefus merit from men, who, 
when the face of covering (the fignal for condem- 
nation) was caji over all people a, defcended from 
his imperial throne, placed himfclf at the bar, in 
room of the criminal, bound the covering of con- 
demnation over his own face, and gave a iignal to 
juftice, to lead him, bathed in his own blood, to a 
crofs ! Might not angels, and all the hofts of heaven, 
be dumb with aftoniihment, and flruck with horror, 
at beholding the tranfa&ion ! And, not the leaft caufe 
pf their wonder, that the fuffering Saviour might 
thus, in an honourable way, fprinkle many nations, 
and place them on thrones, as living and eternal 
monuments of his love, and trophies of his crofe. 
'Here truly fhine 

" Love, without end, and without meafure, grace !" 

PARADISE iOST. 

To excite pity, Pilate brought Jefus forth, wear- 
ing the crown of thorns, and faid, behold the man / 
At thort moment God was fetting him forth as a 
propitiation. — Do fome, hoftile to his divinity, cry 
out, away with him/ We Want no fuch propitiation ; 
we need none. — Well, but in the language of the 
irrefolute judge, Why, what evil hath he doneb? 

And 

; a Ifa. xxv. 7- 

b In the vaft country of Louifiana* in America, a miffionary had been 
fent for the corivcrfion of the Indians ; but fome of the moft ferocious 

tribes 



And for which of all his good deeds do you pppofc 
him ? For thy good ' deeds, Jefus of Nazareth^ for 
thy amiable example, and excellent morality, we 
owe Thee the higheft obligations ; but divine ado- - 
ration we cannot, and will not give Thee. Still, is i 
it not the will of the Majefty of heaven, that all men 
honour the Son^ even as they honour the Father ? But 
a difciple of Arius objects, " Can any man think 
<Q to pleafe the Son of God, by giving that to hirn t 
" which he never claimed, or could claim? What 
" will they anfwer at the great day, (hould God. 
€C charge them with not observing that declaration 
" of his, I will not give my glory to another a. 9 * 

We humbly anfwer, that we underftood that his 
glory was not to be given to creatures ; and there- 
fore we had given it to none but his own Son, and 
his Holy Spirit, whom we believed not to be crea-, 
tures, nor other Gods, and whom himfelf had given 
his glory to, by commanding all men to be baptized 
in their names, equally with his own ; and ordering, 
particularly, that all men Jhould honour the Son y &c. 
If we have inadvertently, from a confideration of 
the great and glorious things Chrift has done for us, 
ard from the overflowings of; our hearts, carried 
our gratitude too far, for him, whom the Father 
principally delighteth to honour, and towards whom 
an ingenuous, and well-difpofed mind, can hardly 

ever 

tribes furrounded him, and were juft about to put him to a cruel death. 
Having a fmall looking glafs, which he had artfully concealed beneath 
his clothes, and had it placed on his bi eaft, he, in a plaintive tone*, 
remonftrated with them, on the cruelty and ingratitude of their killing 
a man, who had them all in his heart : The aftonifhed favages, each in> 
their turn, beholding his own figure in the glafs, a piece of art they never 
had feen before, converted their rage into admiration and efteem, for a 
man. who thus had them all on his heart, ,\ 

See charlvoix travels. . (; 

I need nbt tell mankind, how nearly, their beft intereft have beei 
placed to the heart of Jefus Chrift. 

a See a Vindication of Dr Clarke's Scripture Doctor &.<u 



•ver think he can pay too much ; fuppofing this 
vas aftually the cafe, (which it cannot poffibly ever 
>e) it is but a right-hand miftake, and a pitiable 
Failing, for which we might humbly hope for par- 
don; but, on the other hand, (hould it turn out, 
that Jefus is God over all, blejfed for ever ; and that 
He, againft whom have been employed the (hafts of 
farcafm and ridicule, or the more fpecious weapons 
rf fallacious reafoiiings, will vindicate his injured 
Deity ; the miftake may be fatal indeed ! Before then 
\ to ufe the words of an eminent divine a) we venture 
to dethrone our God and Saviour, and bring him 
dpwn to the rank of creatures ; before we prefumc 
to ftrip him of thofe honours f and that worfbip, which 
he has held in the chriftian church, thefe 1700 years, 
by the wifeft, the greateft, and moft eminent men, that 
ever adorned humanity ; it will be but the part of 
wifdom, to have every veftige of fufpicion removed, 
that our conduft will not offend the fupreme Judge, 
and fo not rufh upon irreparable ruin. For the time 
faft approaches, when the fcene of human affairs 
will vanifh away, like a fleeting dream ; when the 
ftlobe itfelf, and all its ftupendous works, fliall dif- 
fblvc, and, like the bafelefs fabrick of a vifion, leave 
not a wreck behind ! Then, that fame Jefus, whom 
men are too apt to defpife, will afcend the great 
white throne, and fummon the univerfc to attend 
his procedure ! For, behold he comet h with clouds , 
qnd every eye Jkall fee him, and they alfo which pierced 
him. This mighty event, Daniel, through tne re- 
volution of ages, law, in prophetic vifion, and has 
defcribed it in language that might make the heart 
Df the boldeft difputant to quake! / beheld till the 
thrones were cafl down, and the ancient of days did Jit \ 
Who/e garment was white as fnow, and the hair of his 

a Dr Waterlan4» 



head like the pure wool: his throne was lite the fiery 
flamei &c. his wheels as burning fire. A fiery fir earn 
ijfuedy and came forth from before him; thou/and 
thoufands miniftered unto him, and ten thou/and times 
ten thoufand flood before him ; the judgment was fet 7 
and the books were opened a. 

« Confider, O my foul, {halt thou be there." 

YOUNG'S LAST DAT* 

Then ten thoufands of worlds, could they be 
offered, to be found of him in peace, would be offered 
in vain ! But I hope better things of you, my refpec- 
table, and worthy audience, and things that accom- 
pany falvation. I turn now, with pleafure, to the 
friends of Jefus, whofe Deity they adore, and on 
whofe atonement they reft their hopes. 

II, I congratulate you then, upon two things, the 
principles you have adapted, and the company of 
whom you have made choice. 

As to the firft, you have believed that the *Du 
vine Nature is the alone objed of worlhip; and 
that whatever* perfonal characters or offices, we 
confider the perfon worihipped under, divine goes 
along with all. Thus, Jefus, is a divine Mediator, 
a divine Prophet, a divine Prieft, a divine King; 
and fo your worfhip of him never wants its proper 
qbjeft, never moves from its proper foundation, 
but remains conftantly the fame. And all the ads 
and offices of Chrifl, relative to us, are only fa 
many manifeftations of his goodnefs, power, wif- 
dom, and other Attributes, which attributes are 
founded in the divine nature, which nature is com- 
mon to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. Thus all 
qqr acknowledgments center and terminate in one 

and 

# Pan, vii. j, iq» 



and the fame divine nature, one God, over all, 
bleffcd for ever. — Hold faft, therefore, thefe facred 
truths ; * beware of a difputatious fpirit ; avoid the 
fociety of thofe who have fit down in the chair 
of the fcornful, of thofe mockers, whofe bands, 
alas! will be made but too ftrong. Pray daily, for 
deeper infight into the perfon and glories of Chrifl ; 
and, in proportion as your knowledge is encreafed, 
fo will all your graces acquire additional growth 
and vigour, till you Jhall know, even as you are known, 
and be loft in eternal wonder, love, and praife. 

I congratulate you upon your company. Seefh 

thou a \nan diligent in bufinefs, he Jhall ft and before 

i princes, and not be/ore mean men 9 faid the wifeft of 

> men. And truly a found faith, and holy life, en- 

f title you to the be ft of company. At the head of 

thefe is the Deity himfelf. You heard his voice 

from the excellent glory, exprefling thefe majeftic 

words, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 

f leafed. — And fo am I too, re-echoed back your faith, 

He is all my fahation, and all my. defire. This Im- 

manuel /ball be my God for ever and ever 9 he Jhall be 

my guide, even unto death. Angels join with yo^i 

in adoring and admiring, with out-ftretched 

necks, the endlefs glories of the Son of God. Thoie 

mighty potentates of heaven, who, in comparifon 

of men, are called Gods, the appearance of whofe 

-glory ftruck prophets almoft dead with fear, and 

tempted an apoftle to idolatry ; yet thefe Gods are 

commanded to worfliip him, and, with joy, they 

iing a new fong, Worthy is the Lamb, &c. Adam, 

and all the Patriarchs; Mofes, and all the Prophets, 

law his day, afar off; they faw it, and were glad ; 

or, as the Greek word fignifies, they leaped for joy* 

The whole Old Teftament Church cried out, with 

I one voice, Make hafte, our beloved, be thou lite a roe, 

or 



Q* a young hart, upon the mountains of Bether. The 
holy Apoftles made him the theme, and delightful 
fubjeft, of that Gofpel, with which they filenced 
philofophers, ftruck oracles dumb, and overturned 
the religion of the world ; and faithful Minifters, in 
every age, have made Jefus the fcope and center of 
all their difcourfes a . The illuftrious army of Con* 
feffors, and Martyrs, who came out of great tribu* 
lation, having wafhed their robes in his Wood, 
furround his throne, and make heaven refound with 
eternal anthems of joy. All holy and good men, 
in every age, and of every denomination of chriftians, 
however they differed in lefler matters, uniformly 
agreed in faying, In the Lord alone have we rigbte* 
oufnefs, and Jlrength ; Chrift is all in all. . 

And now, that I may clofe the fubjett, fuller 2 
fhort word of exhortation : 

Let obedience to Chrift, and his holy precepts, 
run, like a thread of gold, through the whole web 
of your life* By this fball all men know that ye are 
my 'Di/cip/es, if you do whatfoever I command you. He 
is thy Lord, therefore worfhip thou him. In your 
fervices of God, let fincerity be your chief aim, and 
his glory your leading motive. In your focial deal- 
ings with men, be ftriftly juft, and fincerely kind ; 
and let your benevolence have no other bounds than 
the whole human race. Maintain in your minds 
a conftant correfpondence with heaven ; enthrone 
God, and his law, in your hearts. And when your 
fhort day of life fhall come to a clofe, and the 

fhadows 

a Said otic of the renowned lathers, " Were the higheft heavens, my 
«' pulpit, and all the angels, with the numberlefs hofts of the redeemed, 
" my audience, and eternity my day, Jefus, fhould alone be my text." 

And an eminent Minifter, in Scotland, repeating this magnificent 
fentiment, in his fermon, added, (with more piety than precifion) and 
I would go up after him and preach from the fame text, in the afternoon. 



fhadows of death fet down on your eye-lids, then f 
O then, repofe your fouls in the bofom of him, 
who faid, Come unto me all ye who labour* and 1 wilt 
give you reft. He will bear you up, and cairy you 
over the cold waters of the Jordan of death, and 
with his own gentle hand will wipe away all your 
tears, and introduce you to an innumerable com- 
pany of angels, and to the fpirits of juft men made 
perfect, and to God, the Judge of All. Where may- 
we all be, in his own good time, may God grants • 
for Jefus' fake. Ameru 
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mrteous, Chriftian Reader. 
Commend this/mail Mite of my Labour un- 
to thy lerioiis Confid^iation, hoping that 
thou wilt read i/^^m^at Charity /pole n 

* of in i Cor. 13^^ ^V^J ¥^^ r ^ s 7 7^ r -"k;///^- 
% ftj I know it wftil ie : cotit0ned, becaufe of 
meanefs of the Authdr^ mU I will a/Jure 
MI amfofenftbleof4i^f&^nWealncfs^ that 
fever dejigrtd to have expofed it in this Man- 
r, bad I not believed what /feLoRD /aid i:n~ 
Paul, 2 Cor. 12. 5?. That his Grace is Efficient 
r me, and that his Strength is made perfect in 
r eaknds. And had I not been fir ft de fired by 
e of the Daughters of our deceafed"I : rienJ y 
po iould not be at the hearing of it y therefore 
lips defrous of a Copy of it ; but I told her I 
UJd not do that^ becaufe / did not preach by 
ties: But /he being defirous of fomething of it y 
told her I would colleB fomething of the Snb- 
wee <f it> which I did } with no other Defgn 
f or 



\ 
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or thought but to gratifie her Defire. Bat it 
ing known what I was about, iwas defm 
fome Friends that did not hear it preach 9 A, 
read it unto them, which being done, they gn 
ly dejired me to print it ; but I always tlm 
my Abilities too mean to appear h this Md 
unto the Eyes of the World, who love and 
at' fine Language to pleafe the Senfes. But 
for Plainnefs of Speech, as Paul was, j Cc 
4, 5, 6, 7. For I know that the world by wif 
knows not God, and that he is plealed by 
foolifhnefs of preaching ( that is, by plainne 
Speech in Preaching ) to jave them that bel 
1 CoKil'zi. 

x For thereby G o d is glorified, and the C 
tare debafed, which is my Attn and End in 
il r ork, even that God the Father, God the 
and God the Spirit, might be exalted, <z 
abundant Grace is here a little touched 
and the great Ability of Jcfqs Chrift, as G 
Man, l believing that the Sop is G o d // 
the Perfections of the Godhead, as there a\ 
1?avc Jhewn, and that he was Man, real 
in the moji fubftantial Properties of Hum 
before the J Tor Id was made, thct he haa 
FIcfh and Blood until 'h$ took it of the V\ 
'and it 1 was that only which he tool, of her 
it is no where, that I can find, faid, That 
the Incarnation was made Man, he being f 
fore, but Flcih : And the Word was made I 
John r. '14. the Word here is the Son, ihat 
/he'Mznp 4 created or reafbnable Soul Jet u 
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M//i</, 0r /##/ didfubftfi infuch a Union dtf Va ^ 
v One, y5 /w never to be otherwife: Therefore 
"be Word is faid to be made Flefh, which can* 
wt be that the Godhead was concerted into 
Flefh; but the Man united, or the Soul that 
Was united unto the Godhead comes down 
yto the Flefh or Body that he took of the Vir- 
gin, or that Body that was prepared for him, 
tyd Jo he was the Seed of the Woman, and of 
ibraham and David's Seed* tfhis is the Flefh 
bat the Man, or the created Me, or the I fet 
p, was united to, and this Man being pofjeffed by 
he Godhead, or united thereunto^ is in the In- 
irnation made or united unto Flefh. Reader, 
mfidcr well of this Matter, // may be thou 
*ayfl think this is ftrangc, novel Doctrine, that, 
wnot be tnv?, becaufe it may feem contrary tin- 

the general received Notion of this M:tltcr, 
id thou mayfl fay i How can it be? It iHo; ! > - 
.rd, and has lb many Contradictions ir: it ! .« I'rcill 
fer to what is faid Page 20, &c f altho '^:erj. - 

but little faid for want of room y that might 
r abundantly open'd and proved from abundance ^ 
7 Scriptures, for they are full of this Do&rinc 
? the Man in G od before he took Flefh. See a 
'To, Gen, 1 8. 2, 3, Chap, 32. ver. 24, Jofhua 
r *5> T 4> 15- Judges 13, 6, 8, 10, 11. PC 80. 
7. PC 1. 1, 2, 3. Ifai. 32. 2. Chap. 66, ver. 
, 3, Ezek 1. 2. Chap.^ e ver. 2, n, Dan. 3. 
4. Chap. 7. ver. 13, 8, ver. 15, 16. io. ver. 
, 6. Zcch. 1. 8, 10. Chap.6. ver. 12. But it 
r Mnfeo/ ^yS £r^f/ /#/£/# //wf it ought to b* 

diflinfi^ 



dtftinBly handled by it felfi which, may be, if. 
this JbouJd meet 'with any anfwerdbh jfccfy- 
tance, fo me thing farther may be \ for if the 
Lord will continue to lead my Mind and 
Thought as he has done, I mufi have fome thing 
ready to give full and plain Demonjlrations of 
the iruth hereof Here it layfo in my Way, or 
on my Heart in this SubjeB that I could not al- 
together pafs it by ; but after many Struggles 
in my Mind, and Cries unto God for to hmt 
his Mind in it, I was inclined to ao it. So not 
doubting but God will blefs it unto poor Souls 
that are glad of the Golpel in a plain Drcfe, 
(and I know my Lord does not defpife the 
Day of fmall Things ) and if any that are fal- 
len are recovered hereby from the Error of their 
ff r ay, or thofe that fiana, efiablifhed, fed, and 
Jirengthncd, I Jball have what I dejire; and 
that God would thus blefs it unto your Souls, 
I Jball pray the God of all Grace to pour forth 
h bis Spirit upon you in reading cf it, that Jo you 
may receive the tfruth in Love, whoever is the 
JPenman. So def ring your Prayers for me, that 
while I live here I may exalt Chrift Jefus 
my Lord, and debafe the Creature, 

I am your Souls Wdl-WiflicrJ 



V Thomas Roystqn. 
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Jude, Wrfc the 14th. 

unto him that is able to keep you from faU 
£, and toprt fent you faultlefs before the pre- 
ce of his Glery with exceeding Joy. 

BHESE Words being made fiveet 
and comfortable unto the Soul 
of our dcceafed Friend and Ro- 
ll thcr in Chrifi, he defired that I 
$3 frould preach from them on this 
]--yi\ O;caf:on. 

'X' H t.:i.- Words are a Part of 
Ip'^/x's Conclufion of this fhort and general 
■e to all Saints, Then and Now, they alio 
Part of his Doxo'/ogy, or giving of Glory 
honour Knro the One Eternal God, who is 
ct\ 60/1, and Holy GhoH> and unto the 
Mediator, who is God and Mak, ev;n;;t&e 
** Chr'tji J ejus, as appears by the Words; 
and //us in the Text ; for the Word Now 
fpecial Eye upon the feveral drftinfi Matters 
is Epiji/e. ... 
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t pall therefore fird n little open them. 

■ 

% l. Tut rfrft : is in the ?/?and 2<* Veriest 
them there be two Things ; Firfi y Thfc.j* 
u nto whom fit writes: Secondly, What hie 
eth unto their. ' - 

. Fir<t, Trt Pe*fons unto <vchom he <wrife$ 
ttiey are iach as are made Partakers. of the $ 
Gwv of the Ow Eternal God, who has *e 
ed Himfelf M^moft Glorious in Three.. & 
Petf^scf Ffitln;t\ to'/, and iSj>/f7/. 

j/.?. "The S;^nitGrac^ of the />r/Z^ ha 
fcrtcd, is, Thxt the; are Saii&Uicd by Go] 
. Father, that ij« ) (fio?;i]ie , /v«//^rlMivin;;(//)c < | 
.a certain N.in:Kr of <\jank'ind in O-//// asE 
before the Vo iiviatfon -of xhc \\o)\\.i) H< 
them arur -for tiLmUf, :i:iJii> own ii; tV.ecial 
$nd 8erv;C'.\ '(."•) li-ir rn«nv *lut UicLord hat 
arart the Man • iur: i* t/^.v ior hinneif" 

He hiith tfotie it, xivit. ii, Set hiir-, or ti 

apart to be G'od'\\ or like Hmj'eJ, that they 

be fore ver w i 1 1 1 ' Him (iff : Y Is hi vii; 5 tore-kn 

them in Love as his hfeheft Favourites. (c)Jic 

deftinitted them to bfe conformed to the Zb&ij 

his. Son. Predeftination is the Father's fanctti 

or letting apart, his' chofen Ones as Sons and 

Shren to Jefes Cbrifl, and £0 to Eternal Life 

(d) Having prcdeftinated us unto the Ad$ 

on of Children by fefus Chriji to hinifelfj ace 
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Fumral Sermon. 3 

rig to the good Pleafiire of his Witt. . • («) By the 
vhich Will we are fan&iiied. 
So that the -Father's gjviiig .them uv&o{7hrift 
s Children was v an A8t of -his , Will; yea,, cf his 
JMd Will, and when he gave them untQ*, h|m'a* 
Ihildren, he (f) blefs'd them too in hi pV as tpelr 
feaij^ as the Apoftle faith, according as they 
wre. chef en in him before the foundation ' 'of the 

IJven with all- ipiritual Bieffings that was -meet 
\r every Relation he put his chofen Ones-* into, 
iliirhjor caufed to fiibiift between him ^ridtlieni, 
ifbre the Foundation of the. World. 
H e knowing them m his Love (g) .Forel:nqv;~ 
dge, as his ( h ) People y as his ( / ) Children as 
& ($) Sheep, and give them to hi* Son, as G'?n- 
fan to fubfift in him, and to ta related to Him, 
\l) Members, ***{m) Children, ss'(/ 7 ) Spotffe, 
ride, or (o) Wife, and (p) Bre?bri-n : He being 
tup from Ever lofting as their ' HesiH, 'Father ', 
r u$band, and Brother i this is ibme of the abun- 
:nt Grace of God the Father, pointed ouf by 
efe words, fantfified 'by God t$$ Father. 
ndJy, The Grace of God the J&*. ;s,hcld forth 
thefe words, prsfenfd-in Chriji tfefus, that is, 
ofe that are in him, asaforefaicl, they are fb fc- 
red, and kept fb fafc in all thofe. Relations un- 
him, the 'Man in God, that i.n^i^icr £ q ) Sin 
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' But Tffiali chiefly operr it a little 'ffcfr* [ 
i6. 8, p, i o, 1 1 : And when he (the Spirit, of t % 
W raw*, A* • to/// repttfut the World of Sin, 
, of Righteou/hejs, andfif Judgment.- 

Of'Sin K becaufe they believe not in- me.; 

Of Rightemfnefe) betaaje I go to ^w|j 
pnaye fee' me no more. V 

'' ®f Judgment, becaufe the Priftfc g£ 
yVbrld ts judged. 4 * 

tVE will rejpJroVe, or c-oironce ( as it ia J 

Margin ) or fully and plainly ftp w. unto the* 

'(Ait the Ifyjfer hadChofeft in Chrifi^ ari<S 

f tttk& as afbrcftid ) that . was to .be cailcd di 

•roe State of Unbelief and Ignorance that 

/were In, and when he doth call poor Suibo 

ppeneth the Heart and fhews it convincing 

l Evil of Sin as it is (g), a; Pollution in its^fs 

that all its Powers are ftain'd therewithal,, .49 

'Biindnefi iivi&'Underftanding, ft) Stubbed 

and Rebefiion inits Willy fhj Error in its J 

I rncxtt y VJj Vilenets in its Affe&ions; fb tfo 

fees it jfelf, as it were, a Sink of nothing but 

thinefc aiw ^Tncleatiiiefs, and Depravatioa i> 

■jts lowers, fo that the poor Soul now cjries 

1 1Voismej I am (m) undone ! and what U 

or (n) what muft v £ do to be feyed \ (o) Qf ' 

4&man that Iam r ivhojball deliver me± 

i "i 1 . .-" - ' T,.. ' • ^ .-• ■ . ■ ■ » " ■ . p ■ ■ ' ■ M .iy yjf 
£0. It. I**ir 19. 14. ( F) #*;. 5 . 20. ( / ) Roy .-.l, l4' 

#•6 *• 5* (0) iff/ 2. 37. A8% if. ;•• ( 9 ) £**»; 7; 



h ! this hard ($) ftoney Heart of mine ; Oh ! 
(qj deceitful and defperate wicked Heart tiT 
11 :Oil hoV fall <jf (r) vain Thoughts is 
: Heart ; Oh !- how is it wandeiing about a& 
worirt of ftrange Things, .even whilft I am 
ing on Gq&y andtyould do good*! 
$us the Sbtil cries out of it fclf, when he, 
Spirit \ comes to open the Evil of Sin in his 
incing Reproofs of Sin, it fees its Unbclie£ 
j^likcwifc \then he, the Spf rit, reproves of 
teous" Convincingly, then thjc Soul fees its 
neis inevciy Work and Duty, that the beft 
^ or ever can. do is like whit is laid by 
V^ Prophet: So is all its own Righteous- 
ly fHort and too narrow, and not only & f 
tfeesthat they arc but ft J filthy .Gannex^ 
?tit (H) filthy Rags, and to no ways meet to 
amend them unto God, or to appear bcibre 
who is the molt High, the moftHoly and 
t$cras:Gor>. 

ifeat the Soul now fees an abiblute Necffity 
Lving a- better Rjghteouihcis tha.n any of its 
br any -other meer Creature's Rightcouf» 
and 1 heteforc cries out .as St. Haul does, in 
ppiarts (; <a0 ) •* which Place I wiih every, one 
jd and consider well, for it is the Righte- 
dS^rof Jcfes Chrjfi alone, that wc mul| . Jbc 
I in, if we go to the Fatter. /f 
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So likewife he, the Spirit, reproves cotivind 
ly of ( x ) Error in Judgment, ih catimg ] 
Good, £fc. that is, calling the evil Do&rira 
Man's Free Will and Power in hirnfeif, to 3 
Ijimfelf, good Bo&rine. 

Or the evil Dc&rine of our own Obcdfcn 
the way to Eternal Life good Do&rine, is to 
Evil, Good. 

Again, To call any conditional DojQrineG 
is to call Evil Good*, nay, to make any TVa 
or Conditions, or Offers of Grace as the Cd 
tions of the Covenant of Grace, is to makei 
the (y ) Covenant of urace, which is ordi 
in all Things and lure, as David believed,, 
•the whole Ten: ur of which is, I will, and 
Ihall, as may b? teen in thefe Texts, with m 
more, Gen. 3. 15. 12. 2, 3. j/. 4,5, 6, 7, 8. [ 
30.22. 31.4. 14-^,31,37,33,34. 32.37; 
39, 40, 41. Exek. 36. 2 j, 2^5, 27, 28. and as / 
faith,. Jf by (z) Grace, then it is no mon 
/Forks , other wife Grace is no more Grace-, 
if it be of fVarhs then it is no more Grace , 

S o that Salvation and Eternal Life is by Q 
alone ; fo then to call, or count any Thin 
the Way of Life and Salvation (or Means to 
tail} it) out Jefus Chrijlznd Grace, is to cal 
vil Good} yet this is what moft do, yca^ al 
Nature do it. 

On tfc« oihzr Hand, to call any, c£ JtbcJ 
trines of Free, Sovereign, DiftingiAJih frig Q 

(* ) Ifai. 5* aoi ai. C/ ) 1 &* ,23. jf. GO*** 
W- *• J* »• 
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™'WueL damnable pp^trinp, is to call Good e- 

^'Mnii.' wo to'them .thar do fo, or that abufc 

fern,' to do (d)Evil, thit.Gbo^djmaycomc on ity 

irofe Damnation is Juft. .'. . , . 

*Bxti .the poor Soul that . Is under the convin- 

pg" Work of God the Spirit, in its Judgment 

1. its Error in. thole, things, and finds in its 

r ria Power or ; Ability to perform, the Therms or 

idkions of 'Fajlb and .(£) "Repentance that 

\t "talk of i for 1 now. it 'finds it cannot repent 

a Kfepcnbncc that's unto Life, that being the 

*6pfant. of '^CjrrfB, nor of themfelves believe 1 

}ngly' into ^efiis Chrijt, or get an Intreft in 

Si ? .,br .gct'thd- I*oyc of God, nor make its 

Stcfe with him, as; a great many Preachers bid 

Br Souls to do. But, alas.! The convinced Soul 

id* that they' might as well bid them make a 

DflcT, as bid rhem believe or do any of thofc 

lings j for it, finds it rhuft be. the (d) exceeding' 

Satnets of his Power, by which they believe^ 

i that' it is 0W/J? alone that has madefej 

ace by' the bfodd'of his Crofs. Yea* it ieesthat 

■'tfiitreft' in the Xpve of <£,o» . or Chfifl hi aa 

£J$f Gra£eiz6t to be gotten by them. 

W6w fcney know they were ignorant of the 

\nAbC Cfob rih his Word, anil of who were f the, 

Snifters of ChriJt'sCenA'uig^ but now they iee 

^^nerOTd ifn'cw the 6ther| ^Tfiu's he reproyesj 

^judgmenv #*d ib brings t^em out of their 

friT> ' 'v. - » ' ' .-^ ■ - ' *- rr-i 

!«m. 3. 8. .[*] Ju.- y i.\%, i 9 . 1,1 ABs 11,18. Cfl 
r , i* C«] C*l. I. to- 
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Eiror aridMiftakc, an&bythe [/] Spirit*, ar 
Sprit of Wifdom and Revelation: They 
biought into marvellous Light to [g] be! 
what manner of Love the lather hath belt 
eci upon them, that they fhould be calPd, 
Sons of Go p. 

Now they fee that it is the Blood of CI 
the \_bl Lawk bfGoVjOr the[/] Blood of the 
vi God in our Natures that cleanfeth from 
Sin, that is the [/: J Fountain opened, and that 
he that puts them into it, or fprinklesituponth 
for tlicy know they cannot put themfelves int< 
or .ipriiiklc it upon themfelves, no morel 
ilic [/] Man at the Pool. 

He it is that opens and reveals 1 all the G! 
and Excellencies of the Righteoufhefs of Cb 
both as to its [,v/j Gieatnels, Durablenefs 
""//]• Everlaftingnefc, and of its [#] Beauty. 
ueetneis, and its Glory : 

He it is that informs the Soul into a r 
Tj ndeff landing of the Divine Myfteries of G 
Love, WVI, /forks, and fVays, for hereby 
§oul finds Pleafure in beholding the wonde 
Works of the Lord, now Ordinances are plea 
Things unto them. The Doctrines of God's 
Grace, are fweet and pleafant Morfels unto 1 
Souls. 
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Now they love God and Chrift, his Law 
|nd his Teftimonies, his Minilters, his People, all 
that has God's Image on them, is delightful unto 
(hem, thus they are called. 
Hince it is plain unto whom the Anoftl$ 
re wifheth Mercy unto, and Peace and Love 
be multiplied unto, that is Mercy to fucccuf 
ieye, and deliver their Bodies and Souls under 
latfoever Trials and Affii&ions they Ihould 

with here. 
Peace and Love be multiplied in your Souls 
m tbe Father through the Son by the Spirit, 
f] For he knew that they were like to meet with 
tany Tribulations in the World. Thus I have 
lewn how the Word Now hath an Eye to tht 
fatter contained in the firlt and (ccond Veries. 

idly. The Apoftle having laid fuch a Foupda- 
on, he in the third Verlc fpeaks unto the Per- 
ms interefted in this Grace of the Thfet'-Oney 
y the Appellation of Beloved, a Title of great 
idearednefs, as appears by God and holy Mens 
le of it^the m Scriptures, andflitheSong-ofy&/<7- 
wn often. And then tells them he gave- ill Di- 
gence to write unto them of the common St- 
ation, and fays it was needful for him to write 
fkto them, and to exhort them to contend ear- 
fcftly for the Faith which was once delivered to 
ic Saints. So that this common Salvation, and 
le Faith that was once given unto, or wrought 
i them, is what he builds upon for the former 

Cfl J*r ift V* i*, S3- 
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Foundation of the Grace of the Three ghrk 
Perfons oijjthe one Eternal God. So that 
common Salvation cannot be meant as commonl 
all mankind that will accept of it as offered ui 
them upon the terms of the Ccrjenant y as foi 
lay, nor this common Salvation that which is 
be offered £0 freely unto all that will accept ofj 
as fieely offered unto them, as others fay, neil 
is it the [ r] outward temporal Salvation 
is common to all Eleft or Noneleft, as fc 
others fay, for that is not fo much the Matter 1 
Faith asSenfe, and fo not the matter to be fo 
neftly contended for as here exhorted unto. 

But this common Salvation is the Eternal 
nation of all the San&ificd of the Father y of tl 
Prefcrvedin J ejus drifts and Called of the Spirh 
for they fh^il all be alike faved with an [ si Evfl 
lafting Salvation, whether [/]¥tfZ0 or GentA 
Male or Female, Young or Olcf, Strong or W€| 
in the Faith ; common unto them ail alike, a 
tho' it be the fpeciai Salvation to them only. 

Now this is worthy the moft Q|rneft contem 
ing for, therefore this jdpojile thought \t fb nee 
fui to write to them about it, and to exhort the 
to contend earneftly for the Faith of it, for it 
plain from the whole Epifile that this Salvati 
and Faith in it, as delivered then unto the Saio 
was much contended agaipft by many tjbf^y 
well as now } both as to the Auther of it (Chi 
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t/s) as to his being God, and our Faith in him 
ticht as he requires of his DifcijMes. [^ ye 
?eve in God, believe alfo in me ; but if he had 

been God, it had been Blafphemy for him to 
e required Faith of them, or us, in him as in 
r>, if he were not God. Yea, if he were not 
o by Nature he could not have been the [**>! 
thor of this Eternal Salvation, nor yet of Faith 
it ; but. the Scriptures aflert, that he is the[#] 
thor of both. 
Though he was the Son of God H^ Nature, 

he as Man, learn'd Obedience, by the Things 
Suffered, for it was the Man that Suffered, and 
in that learned Obedience. So he the Son har 
tg the Man in him thus made perfect 
He asG OD-Man became the \y] Author of Eternal 
vation, which the Church of old breathed af- 
, to [ js] come as Man, and David owns as the 
thor of his Salvation, andtrom him alone. 
[n Him Ihews he is the Author of it. So 
iah laith of Jfraels Salvation, it is [#] in 
". Lord. Thefe 7*exts plainly prove that Sal- 
ion is in and of God alone, and the jfyofile 
i fee laith that Jefus Chrifi is the Author of 
?rnal Salvation, therefore J ejus Chrijl. is God, 
a, Peter laith of him, [#] neither is there 
.vation in any other, for there is no othetNamc 
\ Pcrfori, as I noted before) under Heaver^given 
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among Men, whereby we muft be laved, 
k appears, that this common Salvation, is th 
ternal Salvation of all the lan&ified, prefer 
and called Ones, and that Jefus Chrifi as G 
Man is the only Author of it 

id. Particuler y I s a Difcription of thole 
godly Men, againft whom, thofe he writes 1 
are fo earneftly to contend, their Difcriptic 
from the 4th Verfe, unto the 1 7th Verfe. 

For there are certain Men crept in unauoc 

ivbo wefe of old Ordained to this condemns 

ungodly Men, turning the Grace of God into 

fcivioufnefsy and denying the only Lord God, 

our Lord Jefus Cbrifi. 

1. Fikst, the ungodlinefs of thefe Men ist 

fold, firft in turning the Grace of God into 

lei vioufhels, that is theDo&rines of Grace, tun 

them to an Incouragement to live in all Mar 

of Sin. Thefe Men being laid to be crept 

muft be either into Churches, or into a vif 

Profeffion of Truth for a while, fo having 

lome notional Knowledge of the Doftrines of 

Grace of God $ fuch as free and ablblute E 

tron, free and foil Justification by the Blooi 

Chrifi, and lb of the Certainty of the Salval 

of all for - whom Cbrifi died, »and fo concl 

that all they do is nothing, nor fignifies nothi 

their State is fafe there is no altering of that, 

fo become Carelefs of any Duties-; Sabbath ; 

Ordinances , are of little Value untq them, aiui 

by Degrees leave of all Religion, arid then : 

into all maaner of Vanity ai^-Frofaneaeft, ^ 
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lis Conceit that all will be well at laft. This is 
ieir turning of the Grace of God into Lafci- 
ioufnefsy this is confirmed by Peter in his firft 
ipiC 3d Chap. 3, 4, Verfes ; but cfpecially in his 
d Epi£ 2d Chapter throughout, but efpecially 
a the Three firft verfes, then at the i 2 th to the 
ind, but note the i^, 20, 21, 22 Verfes. 

idly, The Ungodlineis of thefe Men is their 
Jenying of the only Lord God, and our Lord 
fe/us Chrifi. 

These are damnable Hercfies, [c] denying the 
lord that bought them; here is Error in the foun- 
tation Doftrine of Salvation, for in denying the 
lily Lord God, they are sftheifis, and their dc- 
ying of our Lord Jeftts Chrifi to be real God, 
lakes them jirians. But whofoever denies Je~ 
is Chrifi to be God equal with the Father ', is a 
f/] Lyar, Antichrift, and hath not the Father, 
fiat is, doth not rightly acknowledge the Father. 
"or he and the [.e~j- Father are One. Yea, fo 
)fie as that he who lees the One to be the true, 
ternal G o d iiv a right, diftinguifhing Manner, 
bes the other to be fo alto, as appears hv our 
word's Dilcourfc with [/] fhomas and Philip. 
from this Difcourfe note thefe Things: 
. First, That thole who do know fomc Things, 
eallv yet may not know them underftandingly, 
. zafy) They that know Jefus Chrifi, diitin&ly 
rho he is, do lee that he is in the Father y and the 
wtber in him, and fo fee that they are both One. 
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idly, Note y That the/ they arc in each other," 
yet the Father is not the Son, nor the Son the 
Father ; but two dittind Perfbns of Father and, 
Son y tho' but one God, or Godhead, yet tw 
Perfbns, as Qhrifi owns when he faith, / and 
Father are One \ yet it is / ftill, and my Father % 
diftind perfonal Expreffions to diftinguilh themj 
by, notwithftanding there is many Cavilta'Joi 
againft the Term Per/on, tho* without any groun< 
from the Scriptures, for they abound with perfo^ 
nal Terms unto each of the fhreey as He, Me x 
77jee y Thoiiy and /, and thfc like. 

4th/jiy Note, Jesus Christ is truly Man too;] 
for it was he, as Man, that utters this Difeourfc, 
that conversed with them. 

S o that the Conclufion is, He is really 0; 
with the Father y as G o d, One with us, as Mail; 
and ib trnly God and Man, thus he is the Etna 
nuely God with us. So that he, or they thaf 
deny him to be God, are Lyars, Antichrifts, 
and know not the Father^ yet this was done by] 
thefe ungodly Men in the Apofile^ Days, and \\ 
done by the ungodly Men of this Day. ' 

So that the lanftified, the preferred and cal- 
led Ones, which are but a few in every Age, meel 
with great Oppofition from thefe ungodly Men,] 
under this twofold Corifideration. 

xfiy O f their Evil- Gonrerfation, zdfy y And 3 
lor in the Foundati&n JXy&rine. 

And it re from the abounding Grace of 
fhree-Omy that they arc kept from felling, 
recGrer'd when any of them do fall into the <M\ 
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r other of thefe Abominations, either through 
feaknefs or Temptation. 

And it is by the great Ability of the One ?fe- 
iator that they zxcprefentedFan/t/efs before the 
refence of his glory 'with exceeding joy. 
This Text and this Doclrine of the T tree-Ox? y ~ 
id of the One Mediator, was the f-reat <ie- 
\t and Joy of the Soul of our deceafed Brc- 
r in Chrifi. 

In the 5th, 6th, 7th Vcrfes,he puts us in mind 
'the Sin and Judgment of ibme ungodly-Men 
it were deftroy'd in the ( g ) Wilderneft, 
hd of the Sin and Judgment upon the Angels 
iat Sinned, and of Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
ierein he likens them and thefe Ungodly-Men 
ie one to the other, by the Word fikeiyifefa 
tat there is fbmc great Similitude between tl.eir 
p, and thefe Ungodly-Mens, thefe Filthy- 
Veamers Sin. 

I will, as God fhall help, a little open -them 
id compare them a little together. • I lhail be- 
ll with thole in Numbers 14. 1, 2, 3 4,0. 
irft they Murmur againft Afr/I'i' and Aaron ; now- 
fq/es and Aaron were let up into Office by God 
an extraordinary way, they as fo let up over 
[tifby they were Types of the Man in God (let 
y as Head over all long before ) and fo their 
urmuring againft them, was a Speaking againft 
cir Government, by finding Fault with their 
inging them out of Egypt, and with their 

[* } 2^»- M- h *> 3> 4> 9- "<• l > *> 3# "•■ _ _ 
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promifed Country, and this was (h) a Mur 
jng againft God, this was their not belk 
God's appointing or fetting up Mofes and A 
over them, and disbelieving God*s Promj 
giving them a good Land flowing with Mill 
Honey. 

Thjv rebel, in fay ing, Let us make us a 
tain, &c. this was their denying of the 
Lord God in his Sovereign Dominion over t 
and of our Lord Jefu$ Chrijl, in denying of 1 
and Aaron, his Types, this their Sin is : 
folly fet forth in the Rebellion of Korah, Da^ 
Abiram, and their Company, Numbers 1 6. 
3, 5, ii, and 49. Verfes. 

From hence, riote thefe few things. 

ift. Note, They rofe up before Mofes y 
the Prefence or Face of Mofes, to oppofe 1 
in his Office, that God had fet him up in. 

idly. Note, That they are Princes famou 
Men of Renown, fuch as God advanced tc 
nour and Dignity, h\i% thro' Pride and Ami 
could not like to have Mofes fet above t 
therefore go forward in their Rebellion. 

$dly, Note, And gather together againft 1 
and againft Aaron, that is, to oppofe thei 
fice-power over them, and reject it as if it \ 
theirown framing ; for fay they, ye take too. 
upon you feeing all the Congregation are 
(or fet apart for (i ) God's fpecial Peopl 
very one of them, and the, Lord is among i 
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trefore then lift you up your felves above the 
gregation of the Lord ? 
thfy> Note, Hereby they manifeft their Un* 
ef in, or of, the wonderful Works wrought 
them, as fet up and fent of God ; for they 
they lifted up themfelves, thus, that which 
r pretend to charge upon Mofes and Aaron is 
r own Sin, and fo it was not a keeping of their 
Eftate of Subje&ion, but left their own Has 
ion that God had promifed them Reft arid 
re in. 

o that I conclude their rifihg up, their gather- 
together^ and denying and rebelling againft 
i s and Aaron as they were the Chofen of God 
fet up by G?od as Types of the Man in God* 
a denying of our Lord Jefus 'Chrifii 
hen the Sin of Angels, compared withthefe 
t's Sin, muft be Pride and Rebellion, in deny- 
difowning, or reje&ing of a Head let up over 
x Therefore who or what a one he is,Hhall 
tie, by Divine Help, firft ftiew, and itmuft 
ut a little for fo weighty a Subje&j and I 
Id hive rather chdfen to have Handled it by 
xd£ it being fo little undefftood or believed 
>ut I know by many. Contemned and Re- 
el, as abford and inconfiftent Novel Do&rine j 
efore I wifh I had more room for to have en- 
sd Upon it, but I muft be fhorfc 
IRST then, this Head let up Over Angels \% 
ILord y^£*ri/?,whoisSubfttotiallyGoD 
Man, as I have proved already, and fo I am 
(riarh 

D % idly, 



idly. It was the Man Chrift J ejus that 
fet up as Head over Angels, I lay the Man, 
do not miftake me, therefore read this Ms 
thro', weigh it well before thou paffeft Sent 



againft it. 



Well then, to fhew a little what I meat 
the Man as fet up before the World, was as I 
over all that was to be made, and fb over An^ 

Firft, I do not mean a Man as having Flefib 
Blood j for that I believe he took of the Vi^ 

But, 

idly, The Man I mean was a True, Real, ] 
fcnabie Soul, that the Soul is called Man, 
that there was ■ fuch a Alan fet up from ever, 
ing, or in the beginning of God's way befbn 
Works of old. I will now prove from the \i\ 
of God. 

* Fit ft, That the reafohaW^lSoul without 
Body is called the M.m, and exprefTed by pc 
hal Terms, fuch as AJe, 7, Thee, Thou. 
: (k) Thou haft Clothed me with Skin 
Tie fa and haft fenced me with Bones and Sim 
furely the Me here, muft be Job's reafbn 
Soul, Pf 16. i. .2. ii. Preferve me for in 
4ff I put my trufty now it is the Aft of a rea 
Ipte'Sbul to put forth its felf in an A& of! 
£>(in the Lord, therefore O my Soul thou haft 
A %unto the Lord, thou art my Lord, thou ' 
Jbew me the path of Life. , 

Surely ^the Me, the /, the thou y and 
are perfbhal Terms, and muft be underflood 1 
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Wthcr of David's or drift's reasonable Soul ! I 
J>elieve of both, alfo the ( I) Me, and the I, that 
ehold G ods Face is the Soul by Faith in it. 

( m ) And ^ J aid, Lord, remember me 
when thou comeji into thy Kingdom, and J ejus 
r aid unto him this Day, jhalt thou be with me 
Paradije, the me, and the thou, here is the 
ul of the Malefa&or, and the Soul ofChri/i : 
t once more (n) I knew a Man in Chriji, 
Aether in the Body or out of the Body J can- 
[*»/ tell j God hnoweth, fuch a One caught ;*p in~ 
} o the third Heaven. The Man here, mult be the 
ul united to or being in Chriji by Faith, it h 
ie rcafbnable Soul that here bears the Denomi- 
nation of Man, whether in the Body or out of the 
«ody, it is the Man. 

Note, Hence, that the Soul doth or may fab- 
Sift as the Man, whether in the Body or out of 
*fie Body. 

. .Note, The Soul as the Man n: ay afc-end or 
Qcfcend into the higheftKcaven. 

From thele Scriptures, and many rr.drj that 
knight be cited and opened, v/e may iMelv con- 
clude, that the Soul may properly be call'd Man. 
- And fb all thofc Scriptures that fpeak of a 
\Me 7 or an 7, or fhou, or He, as muft be undef* 
pood of Chriji, that are interpreted of him "a$ 
God, are in the moft of them to be molt pjQ- 
perly interpreted of him as GoD-Man, and oftea 
■Sfecs as the Man principally intended, or where- 

fr"T^^~^ 1 - . n _ ' | _ . JL 
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ever he is laid to come or {a) go to any certain 
Place, or appear to any certain Perlbnsj or to be 
fent on any Meflage, or Work, as the Angel ofl 
the LoPvD, or in any Office, or Office-work, as d 
[b) Prophet, {c)Priefi y or (d) King, (e) CaptaM 
or (f) Shepherd, which is very ufual in the ScripJ 
tures, it mutt be undcrftood of the Man not led 
perate from his being God, but diftingniih'd m 
well before his Incarnation as after ; for, he is (gl 
Jefus the fame to day as yefierday and for evim 
Or whenever he is laid to be (h) let up> or broughi 
forth, or born, or (/) firft-born, or to(k) alcend, ojl 
delcend, to be ( / ) rich, and to become poor, witH 
many more of like Expreffions, many f of which! 
can in no proper Sence be any ways applied to himj 
as the Son of God by Nature : But I mult defifil 
at this Time from opening of thefe Things undea 
their fe veral Heads. . 1 

And open fome thing unto the Matter in handl 
from Prov. 8. 22, 23. This Man is the Me herd 
the Lord the Son poflefled or received into Union 
with his Divine Nature, or this was the me than 
was created, as the Ajjembfys Annotat. lays thflj 
Sept u agin t did tranflate it created, and lays it] 
was fo by the Author of EccJefafticus, who, hflj 
lays, lived about the Time of the Septuagint, w 
ixichap. 24. 11, 12. as maybeleen, andto hifl| 
■grees the Chaldee Paraphrafe. 1 

(a) Gen. 18. zi. Exo. $. a, 8. ( £) Dcut. 18. 15, \f> % ijj 
tO Pf. 1. 10. ( </) 2. 6. ( e ) >J&. 5. 14, 15. (/) ffl 
*3' i-(f )J5&*-iS- 8- (b)Frcv. 8. 13. (#)C*/. X. 15. (J| 
*f&n 3. 13. ( / ) x G#* 8. 9* .-..'. ' 
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3 that he concludes, that there is no doubt 
they intended created ; and he farther fays; 
were granted that the Word might be crea- 
he thinks we fliould grant no more than 
it conveniently enough be interpreted accord- 
unto St. Paul's Expreffion in Caloff. i. 15. 
[ believe fo ; for, How can he be the Firft- 
of every Creature, if he was not a Creatur? 
firft created of any? Or how could he be faid 
erly to be the ( ) beginning of the creation 
'od y if he were not the firft created of the 
tion? For, as God, he was the Beginner of 
Creation, therefore it muft be as Man that he 
the Beginning ; but if he be not the firft Crea- 
he cannot be the jilpha of all Creatures, 
rft Letter in the Book of Creatures, which 
oft certainly is, or in all Things he has not 
p) Pre-eminence ; fo that the me (q) pojjef- 
\ the me created in the Beginning of God's 
s, before his Works of old, and fb confiftent- 
the / fet up. For it is very inconfiftent to 
t that God is &t up, but very proper of the 
, a Creature ; and I believe the firft Sencc 
*tting up, is the uniting of it, the Man, un- 
e Son of Gody or the Hypoftatical Union. 
!^/, Set Up, fignifies advanced to Honour 
5ignity above Others, thus this /, the Man> 
et up. For God cannot in any Sence be fet 
x>ve what He is. I conclude then it was 
Man, that was the Head {et up over al|t 
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created Beings, and fo Head over jingels. T 
Man to be Head over them, this they could t 
like, or fubmit unto, but like thofe' Men in t 
Wildernefs, rile up before him, and againlt hii 
and I think from the Confequence of their S; 
and their being coupled together, we may cc 
elude, that they faid to this Man fet up 01 
them, as thofe Men did to Mofes and Aan 
whom the Lord had fet up over Ijr/iel. 

Te take too much upon you, &c. So might A 

gels fay, What thou, a Man, Head over us ! Wl 

we are as holy as thou, as good as thou, as gr< 

as thou, yea, more Noble Creatures than th 

art, thou takeft too much upon thee j Wherefc 

iloft thou lift up thy felf above all ? This is he 

forth in their not fubmitting unto him as fet 1 

over them, fo by Pride and Rebellion kept n 

their ( s ) firlt Eftate of Purity, Order, and Su 

je&ion, but left their oivn Habitation of Lig 

and Glory, and true Happinefs, and then 1L 

thofe Men, they fet up* one of their own Natui 

one of themfelves, to be their Prince, Chief, 

Head over them, even ft) Beelzebub: Th 

refufing Subje&ion unto the Man in God y fet 1 

by God as Head over them, which was a den 

ing of the only Lord God y and of on* Lord J 

fits Chriji, and a defpifing of his Dominion, aj 

a fpeaking evil of his Dignities that appertain 

unto him, either as God or Man. Fot tho' 

was the Man that was fet up, yet that Matt w 
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Ion with the Son of God* But I mufi: for- 
peaking any farther of this Matter at this 
and pais by what might be faid of the Sihj 
sj of Sodom and Gomorrah ; and fhew a lit- 
ther the Sin, or Sins, of thefe ungodly 
thefe filthy Dreamers. Their Likenefs as 
dly$ I have lpokcn to from the 4th Verfe, 
t I fliall only fpeak a little to their filthy 
w, here at the 8th Verfe, faid to- be a defpi- 
f Dominion^ and a fpcaking evil of Dig- 
; This may be underftood of Civil Magi- 
, or of Jefus Chrifl, and I believe of him 
r, for he is ( r J ) K I N G of Kings, and 
D of Lords, for this He is the Word* 
is Name is called the (<w) Word of God, or 
" God, or Second Per/on- of the Tloree-O n i^ • 
Word Name does import, as I have fhew-^ 
otc. 

e n thefe ungodly Men that deny JefuS 
is G o d equal with the Father , in all the 
us Properties of his Nature, and . fb dream 
ri as a Creature only; and that's a filthy 
n y and fb dream he has no Dominion but 
is given him, and that's a filthy t)ream^ 
Creator he has a ( x ) Right of Ddffiifaion 
tis own Works, as is very plainly expfeft in 
Texts. 

[at Jefus Chriji is God, Creator of all 
s too, is as plainly and as fuUy fet forth in 

'■m 

Rev. 19. Trf. ( w ) Rev. 19. 15. ( x ) M*tU t to* %$• 
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the Scriptures, as may be feen in thefe fj/JTcxi 
yind he is God o r cer all bleffedfor ever. Rora #1 
5. All Things arc created by him, as God, foj|; 
him, as Mediator ', they for him fz ) to difpofq 
of as he, Goi>Man pleafeth ; and therefore tc 
deny him iuch Dominion is the higheft defpifij 
of the higheft Dominion that is or can be. 
to conceit that Jefus Chrift has no Dignities, q\ 
Titles of Honour and Glory belonging to hi 
Penbn, but what is confcrrM on him, is todreai 
a pithy Dream ', as will appear if thefe {a) Scri] 
tnres be but duly conlidered. 

Here is two forts of Titles ( Secret y or H\ 
dtrfttl) proper unto his two Natures, God 
Man, which makes him here to be called fFb) 
derful Counfeller, Aligfjty God y thefe are Til 
which belong to him as God, the other as Manjj 
but I recommend to your Conilderation only thol 
as belong to him as G o d, for it is thofe tl 
thefe filthy Dreamers fpeak evil of, he is laid 
be Glorious in Holinefs^ or Holinefs in the higl 
ell Perfe&ion belongs unto him: Therefore 
Title or Dignity is equally afcrib'd to e^ch of tb 
moft Glorious Ww-One, and to Jejv$(faffi 
particular. Now to fpeak flightly or conten 
tuoufly of them, as belonging to him, is 
fpeak evil of his Dignities, and to deny them 
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alas, there \$no(d) Weight for the Wind ; as j 
fpeaks,no Water of Life in them, therefore can 
about with (e) Winds of Pride, of Conceit, am 
the Devil, and fo they fpeak great iwell 
Words of Vanity ; They are faid to be Ti 
whofe Fruit withers, fo that it is good for 
thing, and therefore in the next Words laid 
be without Fruit : That is, Perfons who at \ 
ieem'd to promife fair, bloom well, begin to 
for Fruit, but feme Whirlwind of Error bit 
them down, or plucks them up by the Ro 
and lb all the blooming Hopes, ox Beginnii 
wither j as indeed they muft do becaufed pluc 
up by the Roots, twice dead, that is, firlt d 
( as all are ) in (f) trefyajj'es andjfn, Jtnce ( 
fin entered into the 'world. 

idtyy Dead from that Liic they fcem'd 
have, or were thought or judged to have, ara 
twice dead, pluckt up by the Roots \ that is,. 
of the Profeflion of Faith in Ckrijl asGoo 
that all Brians are pluckt up by the Root*, '. 
right Faith in him, as GoD-Man, and i.ovc 
him as being fb, and thereby being (bj Fa 
than the Sons of Men, (i) white and rucdy, 
-' chiefeft of Tenthoufand unto the Soul, it is ^ 
rooted and grounded in him. 

In the 13th Verfe they are .called ra& 
waves of the Sea., to fet forth either the rag 
of their Lulls in their vain Converfationj or 
raging of their Wind Zeal in propagating, an 

fr (<0 Jth 28. jy. ( e ) 1 Ptt. 1, t, 17, 18. {flEfbifr 
(f) Run. J. 11. (h) P/. 4J. 1.(0 J«* 5- »■ W fybif. i 
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fcheir endeavouring to maintain their abominable 
SErrors. 

r JVandring Stars ; That is Men that ate wan- 
Idred from the Truth, into Error. Well, theft 
wngodly Men, thefe pithy Dreamers, called Spots, 
wmpty Clouds, fru'ttlefs frees, raging Waves, 
mnandring Stars, this Apoftle faith, Enoch the 
Be vent h prophefied of, and alfo that the Apoftle* 
•of our Lord Jefus Chrifi had told them of theft 
dtfen. Verfes, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, ip. 
t: $dty. The. third diftind Head of Matter is 
ntain'd in the 20, i\, 11, 23, verfes, which is 
e Apoftle's counfel and advice that he gives un- 
the fan&ified, preferved, and called Ones, what 
"ihey Ihoulddo, or how they ftiould behave them- 
fclves one towards another, and that is Firfi y 
^to build up themfelves on their moft holy Faith ; 
fcthat is to be free and ready familiarly to converfe 
■together, with one another about the things, 
^whereby Faith and Love may be increafed and 
^ftrengthened ; - in this I can fay, our deceafed 
friend %x& Brother, took much Pleafure and 
light, and. was often greived to fee fo little 
- itamcj&g ProfelTors in this Day. I can alio fay 
SEJod had given him, a good Underftanding and 
Light into theMiftcry of God, and of the Father 
and of Chrijl. So that I, and he, had fwect and 
ftvoury Communion together, and lb did build 
up one another on our moft holy Faith. 
■ idly. Praying in the holy Ghojt ; that is, in 
the Light and Diredion he gives, both as to the 
Wants of the Soiil for to ask fuitable Supplies 

according 
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according to the Will of God, and to be thank* s 
ful for what we enjoy from him. • :C 

$dly. To keep themfelvcs in the Love of Goafp 
snd to be looking for the Mercy of our Lord Jefus 
Chriji unto Eternal Life : That is, ufe all meanjj' 
that God has appointed and promifed to c 
into and communicate of his Love unto Soulfit 
in ; for by fb doing, we keep our felves in ti 
Communion Love of God by being in the way I 1 ' 
of the (/) Promife, and fo by Faith looking for 
daily Supplies out of Chrifts Fullnefs whilft 
here, and to be poffefTed of Eternal Life win 
vre go hence. 

4tbly. How we fhould carry our felves to o- ■* 
thers : Unto fome to be very companionate ; unti 
fome making aDifference ; others fave with feat ', 
pulling them out of the Fire; and to hate tht 
Garments Spotted with the Flefh. : 

Thus I have fpoken of the diftinfr Mat* 
of this Epiftlc unto the Text. I have been the 
longer becaufe of the word Now having fuch art 
Eye unto thofe things, and becaufe I found my 
Mind (as loon as the Text was recommended to* 
me to preach from) led fb to do, arid becaufe. the 
Weightinefi of the Matters that requires much 
more to be faid of them then I can contain in fa. 
little room, here being fb much of the fpecia& 
Grace of the Three-One y as has been a little bin-: 
ted upon, and fo many Oppofers of it, that it: 
requires much to be faid about it, to fet forth the 
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rcat Ability of him that laves and delivers a lit- 
e Company of poor feeble Ones, from lb many. 
nemies within and without, and at laft to pre- 
nt them fault Jefs before the pre fence of hi sG lory. 

I fliall from the TVx/ therefore, nrft a little 
xther fhew the Ability of Jefus Ckrift> the Him 
\: the fexty to do the whole work of Salvation 
id Prefentation. 

adh'. Shew how he Prefents them, Faultlefs. 

^dty. What the prefence of his Glory is. 
-4thly. That it will be with exceeding Joy to 
je Prefcnter and to the Prcfented. 
-Laflly. Some USE. 

..i//. Of the Ability of Jefus Chrifi for this 
ifork of Salvation and Presentation. 

Now This Ability of his lieth in his being God 
ad Man, as God he is the ftrong God rideth 
|>on the Heavens by his Name (m) J ah ; as Man 
ft is inverted with Ability by (/;) Covenant Set- 
(pment. Now to open and demonftrate this, I 
kail a little confider lome Vcrles in the 40th of 
&iah 10th to the 19th Vcrle, even this glorious 
Utelation. ofGoD-Man is in the firftof thefe 
Series, ufher'd in with tvtoBehoIds in it, the Word 
behold being a note of great Wonder or great 
Attention, that is y it notes the Matter that fol- 
lows, is very great and wonderful, and therefore 
U9s for very great Attention, if lb, then where 
pare is two it does much more fa 
f JBeboId f the Lord God will come with flrong 
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Hand j and his Armjhall rule for him> behold hi 
reward is with him^ and his work before him. 

The Lord God, is God the Son 9 his ftron 
Hand is his Almighty Strength and Power, hisrui 
ing Arm is his Infinity Wifilom or Skill in alltlu 
Almightinefs, or in all that is done by Almighj 
nefs, there is Infinitencfs of Skill and Wifilom, \ 
appears in the 1 2th Vcrfe, fb that the Almight 
nefs of Power and Strength is one of the woe 
drous Parts of the great Ability of Je/iis .Qhr{ 
here noted out for us to behold. 

idly. His infinite Wifdom and Skill in doi» 
all things by the ftri&eftRulc of Jufticc and Judj 
ment, lb exaftly, fo harmonioufly, that there 
no Diforder or Defect in any Branchof his Alffligfc 
tyWorfc. 

The Second Wonder here to behold,is his R( 
ward and his Work. I fhall firft confide* h* 
Work. Secondly his Reward. 

lft. His Workthathere is laid. to be before hin 
and to have theRcward of with him, can be no c 
t her then the great Work of Salvation of all h 
People ( fpoken of in the firft Verfe, and fb toth 
ioth) as I could give abundaht Derrionftration < 
had I here room for it, and in the nth Verfe it 
evidently fet foi;th, by his being fet forth as 
Shepherd, in which Office Jefus Chrift, owns hin 
fclf to give his Life for his Sheep) (o) and th* 
Work requires fuch great Strength and Skill 1 
do it effectually, and this will appear if we coi 
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tider, firft, who they are that are faved: id1y y 
"what they are faved from : $dly, the Duration of it. 

Firft y Who they are. They are all that the 
Father fan&ified* or fct apart to be faved ; and 
tncy are a (Qj numberlefs Number, which no Man 
Seui number, out of all Nations, and Kindreds, 
Wd People, &c. and thefe all in a (q) loft and 
-undone Condition, being ( r ) wretched andMifer* 
able, and poor and blind, and naked. 

idly^ What they are laved from ; and that is£ 
£irp> From their Sins. Secondly, From Wrathj 
Wbirdly From the World, and Fourthly ± From 
*Ehe Devil. 

Firft ^ (s) From their Sins, and this he doth 
lay making an end of them, by blotting them. 
<>ut, by cafting them behind his Back, and into 
dfche Depths of the Sea of his Blood. 
, Now if we confider what a numberlefs Num- 
ber of Sins every one of us have to be made an end 
*6f by making Atonement for them, and blotting 
them out of the Book of Juftice, cafting them 
Ibehind his Back, that is out of the Sight of 
Juftice, by burying them in the Sea of the Merit 
of his Blood. 

2dfy y And thereby faves them from that hor- 
rible (t) Tempeft of Snares^ Fire and Brimftone, 
which is the Warth to come that he faves from-. 
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$dfy f He ftves from the (ii) World, c 
out of the many Tribulations that they id 
with in it. f 

tfbtyj From all the (w) Power, Rage 
Attempts of the Devil, which are many, for 
goes about as a Roaring Lyon, and oftentl 
ildly a affrights the poor Children of God, 
this Almighty ftrbng Hand not only bruifeth 
bindeth him, but by his Death has deftroyed 1 

Now He that does this Workmuftbeat 
fcle One, and none but Jefus Cbrijtis able, 
if he had not been the Lord God he had not 
ii Hand ftrong enough to have done it. 

Secondly y I Shall confider his Reward 
that is to poifefs and enjoy this innumerable G 
pany in a State cf Perfection, and fullnel 
^ gloyious Joy in all thofc indeared Relations 
% all the true Glory of them^ that the Script 
fpeak of, that they were firft given to be h 
the Father, before the World was, as has 1 
a little fhown in Page 2d. But to proceed tc 
i ith Verfe, and here He that in the 10th V 
we were called to behold as the Lord Gor 
the Almightinefs of .his Power and Stren 
her? as the Man in Union with the Lord C 
in the Office of a Shepherd, which properly 
belong to none but a Creature, for God abfbltr 
io, cannot be in, or have any Office conferred 
him,becauie there can be none to call him unt 
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inftal him into it, and yet he tfiat is the Lord 
>d intheoneVerfe,isthe Shepherd in the other, 
rrefore he muft have two diitind Natures in 
t Perfbn, fb that when the Scriptures any 
ere fpeak of the Lord or God, or Lord God 
i Shepherd, as is very often in the Old f eft ti- 
lt, as may be feen in thofe (x) Texts cited 
:he Margin, which I could wifti I had room 
>pen and compare with thofc in the New, but 
mfl: leave them (with many other Things that 
lent themiHves with great Weight, and are of 
at ^foment, and but little Notice taken of 
m) unto another Time, if the Lord will put 
nto my Hands, and then give me Ability for it. 
\nd now a little Note fbmq few things from 
i eleventh Verfe. Firji from hence Note, that 
re is ( by comparing thefe Words with fbme 
thofe Texts cited in the Margin. ) 
Firfi Note, l\vo fpecial Parts of this Shep- 
ds Office-work. 

The one to die for them; and idly Note, The 
er to feed them and to gather them, that is, 
Lambs (or new born Souls newly born of the 
>rd and Spirit, or fuch as are very weak in 
th or Knowledge ) with his Arm of Power, 
\dly Note, He carries them in his Bofom to 
w his great Love and tender Compaffion to- 
:ds them. 
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jtfhfy Note. His great Care to bear them 
under all their WeakneiTes, and Fears, and 
XtdSfcs what focver j thefe are all Expreffion 
fct forth the Power pf Love that is in theS 
herd who is the Lord Gov, and fb is anc 
Branch of the great Ability of Jefus Chriji 
his WorJL Verfe 12, read it ; tox here it is 
dent, <wbat aflrogg Hand and ruling Am 
Lord God has (for the Lorj> Gop in the. 
Verfe, and the Shepherd in the nth, and 
<wbo here in the 1 nth muft be one and the f 
for no lefs then Almightinels irfelf both of P 
and Strength, Wifdom and Skill, can be hei 
forth by thole Expreffions of Meafuxing, £ 
ing, Meeted, Weighed. 

Here is infinitenels of Wifdom and Ski 
meafure the Waters in the Heavens, Earth 
Seas, fb as perfe&ly to know the certain ] 
fure of the whole, by containing it in the he 
of his Almighty Hand of Strength and Po 
O what Hand can meet the Heaven with a ! 
byt an Almighty one ! Or weigh the Mour 
and Hills, or comprehend the ©uft of the 1 
in a Meafure, it can be no lefs then Alrni 
Evejlaftyig Strength, cvenfyj Jehovah th 
of God'jS Nature, in whom is everlafting Stem 
and who hath ( z ) everlafting Arms under] 
his People to fecure them! Almighty (a) 1 
to hold them fafe, fb that none can pluck 
out of his Hands, this is the great, the gooc 
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*icf Shepherd of the Sheep, the Man God's Fel- 

' This is he, the Son, who as God, is a Spirit, 
wd by ' what has been laid, it is evident that he 
Hay well put forth thole Queries as in the* 13th, 
tod i4tKVeji(eSj a? if hefliould lay, Come fee if 
ftere be a wiler one then I to be my Dire&or, or 
hat t»uld havd given me Counfel to have order- 
fl Matters better, or more exa&ly then I have 
jfobe ; who couldlhfew me what I did notperfe&ly 
£now or underftand ? All thefe are very high and 
bfty Demands, which further fliews Bis great A- 
Klity for his great work. 

But as if the Lord God, the <Sfr/rfhould lay 
into all that deny him to be God, if this is not 
mough to flop your Mouths, come, behold I have 
omewhat more to lay unto y ou of my Divine 
iJature; 15,17, verles, behold, ftand and won- 
der, and attend and give due regard. Behold 
the Nations, the Work of my Almighty Hand 
Me but as a Drop unto me ; Yea I couht them all 
but as the fmall Duft of the Ballance, a Drop is : 
but fmall, but Duft and fmall Duft is far lels. 

But yet it is lomething as they may be count- 
ed by him as his work, they are a Drop or Duft 
8f his producing,but let them before him by them- 
selves, and then they are all Cyphers, which of 
^themlelves are nothing in Accompt, fo here count 
SWiatfoever makes the greateft Figure let it be 
wiiaom, Strength, Power, Riches, Honour, or 
ffajefty, let them before him and they are no- 
thing $' and as they are Sinners; they are left 

than 



than nothing, that's lefs than a Cypher, for tho' i 
Cypher by its felf ftands for nothing, yet it u 
fomething, as the mark of a Pen .that .was ufedfcy 
feme Hand, fb tho' all the Nations as Sinners havp 
marred themfblves, and fo are lefs than nothing 
or then when they were Cyphers, which by them- 
fclves in Accompt tp^him were as nothing yet i 
the Work of his Hand they were as the Drop 
a Bucket, or fmall Dull of the 3allance j. ht- 
then is the InfiniteneJs of his Being fet Jotth as"' 
Dernonftration of his being Lord God and as tfa 
ir a Union of this Infinitenefs, with the Man 
Shepherd, and fo a farther Demonltratipn .of f tS 
great Ability of Jefus Chrifl> for his Work, f 
it was this Union of the Man to* or. in Go 
that made his human Obedience to be of foci 
worth and excellency beyond all others, as y? 
farther appear, if we well confider and unde 
itand the Mind of God fh the 1 6th verfe here 

jind Lebanon is not fufflcient to burn nor i 
Eeajis thereof Sufficient for a burnt^ojfering. 
any enquire what they were inefficient for, I an: 
wer, the Wood to burn, or all the Beafts the 
of were not fufficient for a Sacrifice to makej 
tonement for Sin, no not for one. 

Perhaps the Spirit in the Prophet here poirt 
unto the Temple built pi the JVbodoiLeha, 
and to all the Offerings there offered up. f^dr 1 
there was a numberlefs Number there offered 
the many Years of that Temple Service, yet 
all were inefficient to fatisfie Juftice for the Sins 
the Offerer of them. For God knew they 
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C do that, though many of the ignorant Ofc 
ers did conclude fo, and truft therein, as many 
ioraftt Profeflbrs of Qorifl do now to religious 
ities. God therefore declares that he neither 
) defired nor required them. Now it muft be 
is uriderftood, that he never defired them for 
fatisfie l}is Juftice, nor required them upon 
y £uch Account, but only as a way of Religious 
orfbipy by which they fhouid by Types and 
adows be looking unto the Subftance, that 
is held forth by thein as bcino; that alone that 
is fufEcient for to fatisfie Tufticc, for the Sins 

all for whom he offered up himlclf a.Sucrific<f, 
!th which. Sacrifice Juftice or God (for J^fiice 
ing a property of Goft, is or my becaliV Gop) 
wellpleafcd. Therefore when *jcfn$ Chrijizs 
e Covenant-man, is {peaking cf the Covenant 
at he had entred into, I may fay with Juftice, 

faith unto his (c) Father, Sacrifice and Gi- 
'ing thou' didit notdefirc, mine Ears hair thou 
ened, that is, thou hair told me that I nnift eb 
d die a Sacrifice, to fatisfie Thee or JuJiicCs ihr 
c Sins of thofe that thou haft chofen and civcri 
to me, for there ftjLlic thai, has Sufficiency. 
them, neither haft thou required any fox that 
id, for thou hadft rio Pl'eafure in them. Verio 7. 
*en f aid /, Lo, I come in the r coU?ne of ih» 
oh it is written of me : I delight to d,j tly 
HI) O God, yea thy Law is ivithinwy Heart. 
fis'is as if the Man iii'G o d, or the Son of 
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Gop (this Almighty one I have been defcribi 
fhould fay, Father y I know that thou mufth 
a Sufficient Sacrifice to take away Sin, am 
know alio that all the Sacrifices, or Services 
all Creatures, is not fufficient. For it is hot 
poflible that the Blood of Bulls, or of G< 
fhould take away Sin ; for there is no. Sacri 

. which can eyer take away Sins, But I will cc 
and offer up my felf according as it is iii the < 

'. venant Volume, for I delight to do thy will, 
it is in my Heart, for to anfwer all the] 
mands of Law and Jufticc, I will fulfil the c 
and fatisfie the other ; I am able and willing 
do it. Tho' Lebanon and all the Beafts the 
of, be not Sufiicient, yet the Perfoiv hdre ■ 
fcribed is able, yea, has offered up a Sacrif 
with which God, or Juflice is welTpleafed witl 
as is abundantly evidenced in the Old and N 

Teftamcnt. 

■■_■*.■ . . 

Here the Father lpeaks faying, (e) beh 
my Servant 'whom I uphold, mine Fie ft 
*whom my Soul delighted. 

As if he fhould fay, Lo, this is he that is able 
offer up a Sufficient Offering ; Lo, this is he win 
I have chofen ^r thel^ork ; Lo, this is fie 
whom my Soul delighteth, or is well pleaf 
that is, in his Undertakings and in all his P 
lbrmances, for there is no Defeft iii him or 
Work, and what was bis Work is fpecified 
the nift Verfe, it wag magnifying the Law, a 

(<0 HA* \o% 4. Vi"fc 11. (O Ifai. 42. 1, 21. 

mak 
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making of it Honourable, that is in his fulfi^ing 

' i% fo pcrfe&ly as the Surety for his Brethren, not 

only as a finglc Perfon, but as a publick JPerfon, 

and (f) Surety for all the Family ^ and he hath 

fb done it, that it is more (g) compleatly done than 

if they had all kept it ; for his fulfilling it for 

" them was more then their keeping it, for his 

'Jteepxng it fo perfe&ly and fulfilling of it fo 

fully as not one (h) Jot, or one Tittle v did in any 

"vrifc pais away from it, but was fulfilled by him 

«&r them for whom he was a Surety ; this was the 

Righteoufhels that the Lord was well .pleafed 

•withal, thus he magnified or made the Law gre*t 

and honourable, or made it appear to be fo, 

even as Paul faith, to ( / ) be holy, juft and 

good. 

Att this is plainly evinced in Ifai. jo. 4, 5, 
%> 7> 8, $, here in the 8th Verfe, we have this 
Surety declaring that God or Juftice is near, and 
has acquitted or given him a Difcharge, for his 
having paid whatibever was (hj laid to his 
Charge as a Surety and Head, or publick Perfon. 
He iaith, be is near that jujiifieth me, there- 
fore is very bold, and faith, <who ivffl contend 
with me, or as the old Tranflation renders it, 
who will fue me at Law ? It is as if he ihould 
lay, here is he that I entred into Covenant withal, 
wd he juftifies me, who then will, or can, or dare 
contend with me, or what Law can be in force. 
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feeing I have, fulfilled every. Jot and- Tittle of tjje 
Law. Therefore faith, if there be, let him cbrec 
forth, let us ftand together, nvbo is my n/foer- 
fary let kirn come near to trie, and. here rs he 
that doth juftifie mc ; Who is my Adverfary or 
■Matter of my Caufe, as the Margin reads it: 
Let him come near to mc and I can fhcvr him a 

• 

full Difeharge. Thus it is plain from thefe two 
Texts in the Old Tcftamcnt with many mpre that 
might be brought to .the purpofe ? it is evident 
that the Lord J ejus Cbrifi y the Lord God, the 
Man, the Shepherd in Ifa /. 40. io, 11, 12, 15, 
I 4r r 5i 161.17* Verfes M was abk, and from the 
40 Pf. 7, 8: was willine;, and from thefe, with 
sfbrrie New Tcftamcnt .Texts, he did offer up i 
Sufficient Sacrifice by offciirig'up himfelf, though 
Lebanon he. not f afferent to. burn, nor. a ft the 
Bcflfh thereof fojjicient for a bur tit Offering to 
fatisfie Juftice, nor all the Obedience of the whole 

World is not fufHcent to make Atonement, no 

* * - * * 

iuot ior one Sin, but his 'one Offering wjis fufficicnt 
for to fetisfie for all tlie Sins of thofe for whom 
he became a Surety. For further Dcraanibraticn 
of this-fcundationTruth^"prav read (and I pra\* 
God you may undcrfhrid) thefe * new Tcftamcnt 
Texts. For I have not room to open them nor 

cite. them at length. So that al} thefe Thing? 

m.^.i^" ' ■ ■■ » ■ ■ ■ — - " '■' - - I, - _ - - 

* 7\uai. zn ^8. huh* 24. 16. jckn i: 29. IO. 10, IT, 14, 1^.' 
jf, 17, iJJ, Vcrfes* AH}* 4- 10, If, t% 2.8. Hem* 5. 24,^5, ctf* • 
S. 51. 52, ;;, 54. • Cor. fc. 9. Qal. 5. 15. 4. 4,5. £plf. u 
5. -x. i;,r4,T5,;<J 5. 2. Col. 1. i->. 1 Tim. 2. 6. Hcb. 1. *,?, 

8* ft- 7- ^, tVjiS. 9- *VH> iji -*• io. i« # 12, 14. 
J ** 2. 14. 3. 18. Rev. 5. J, ? T ' 
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Wing thus, the Lord Gop, the Shepherd, might 
veil make that bold Challenge in the lS Verfe* 
o <wbon$ will y&u liken Gon, or <wbdt likenefs 
vill you compare unto him? That is as ifhcihbuid 
iy unto thofc that deny him to be God, if thele 
re not the Properties of God, what arc ? 

Thus I have proved the e^eat Ability of JcfuS 
thrift y the Him in my Text. T^his was the. 
)o£trine that - abundantly fatisficd the Soul of 
«ur deceafed Friend and Brother j' therefore ho 
oubt but that as he was by this Ability kept 
'om falling into Effor in the foundation Do&rincs' 
* Salvation, lb alio by* the ftfne Ability \frasf 
£pt from turning the Grace of God into La-*' 
s:iy iouihefi while here, fb no doubt bathe \i\ 
tow by this aWe One ftefented faultlefs before 
be prejhtce of his Glory with exceeding Joy. 

idly. I Shall a little ftiew how he prefents' 
hem faultlefs before the Prefcnct of hi$ Glory : 
^nd this he does two ways. 

i ft. 4 Mysticau.* in presenting himfelf, that w 
he Man in the Office of the High Pricft, who ' 
;oing once a Year into the moft lloty ' Place with 
he Names of the Children bf jfrae I updn* two 
tones upon his two Shoulders, for a .Memorial, 
ad on hitf Breaft-plate of Judgment on 12. Stones, 
l\lfrael here are tipicnlly all the People of God. 

So their Names upon two Stories r&ay typifie " 
tther- J&w otGe»ti/e 7 or all the People of Gpr* 
1 'Old and New Tcftament Times, upon his 
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Shoulders, to type out Cbrift's Ability, or to fliew I 
his firm and perpetual Love, Memorial, Efteera 1 
and Suftentation of them : Upon his Breaft-plate, 
of Judgment, to fhew that the People of God* < 
are always upon the Heart of Chrijt y and that; 
he knows all of them and their Cafes mpft per- 
fe&ly, and has the moft indeared AfFe&ions al- >, 
ways towards them j the Church feems to Eye- 
this, and cries out (m) fit me as a Seal upon 
thine Heart, as. a Seal upon thine j4rm y and. 
therefore faid to have their Names written in 
Heaven and in the Lamb's Book of Life. 

Nowjfcyfo Chr/Jl prefenting pf Himfelf as out 
High Pried y is his prefenting of us, or as the. 
sfpojlk faith in the £th of Heb. and 24th, to ap- 
pear in the Prefence of God for us. 

Hi s prefenting of them fault lefs ,is alio plain,* 
if we confider ( n ) two or three Texts in this 
Epiftlc unto the Heb. 0. x a, 24. neither by the 
blood of Goats and Carves y but by his ownhhod*. 
he entredin once, into the holy place having ob- 
tained eternal Redemption for us. 

Note firft. It is his own Blood; this is th* [ 
Price he carries, in his Hand, into Heaven with 
him. 

Note idly. What. he obtain* by his Blood,, 
and that's Eternal Redemption, that is, an. £->* 
ternal Freedom from Sin and Wrath. 

Note , idly. Who it ?s for, us y that is, for t/Jt > 
that are the San&iiied of God the Father y #$ \ 

(m) Seng. t. 6, £»£# 10 20. #««. x j. t t 1 1 A 7. (») 1 J****. 
I. 7. 
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pfrefefVcd in Chrifl Jefus> us that arc called.. 
Chtift is not eht er'd into the holy f lace made 
? Hand's but into Heaven itfelf there to a$~- 
in the pre fence of God for us. 
hus he prefents us myftK^y as his Members, 
>refenting himfelf as Head^ne prefents us, as 
in him. 

tcondly. He prefents us Perfbnally. 
:nd this he doth at Death, in our molt noble 
s, our Souls, and at the Re fur re ft ion, and at 
delivering up the Kingdom in our Souls and 
y. - Read the ad* Cor. 4. 14. Eph. 5. 27* 
'Cor. 15. 24. This is plainly let forth by his 
5e Judab, Gen. 43. p. I will he Surety for 
> y ty Hand (halt thou require hizv y if I 
ig hint not and fet htm before thee, then let 
bear the blame for cverr 
? or as certain as fttdah did become Surety • 
his Brother, fb Chriji for his ; then Judah 
ageth to fet him before his Father, this was 
dab's prefenting of Benjamin. Sc will Chrifl 
Death fet us (that is our Souls) before his Fa- 
r, therefore our Spirits or Souls are (0) per- 

thirdly i What is the Prefence of his Glory ? 
\fwer y It is to be in the full Fruition of a State 
Perfection of Life, Light, Wifdom, Knowledge, 
pngtb, Righteoufiiefs, Holinefs,Love ? or what* 
ver is moil excfellent to make us happy. 
Laflly. And that is done with exceeding Joy, 
thtothePrefenter, and Prefehted. 

00 JSM» yt. 23. 
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. Ftrji. To thePre&nter, the LordJefusCbt 
this . will' appear if we oonfider, firft, the' % 
Chrifi. exprefleth he had in us, as chofen of * 
Paftter and given unto him, iefbre they or 
World was properly pr wholly framed, ev eft \vl 
it.wafc in framing, > and he the Man was then 
him the Eternal God" as one (p) brought up 
eaufed to grow up with him, and was- (q Jdt 
Iris Dt light, rejoycing always before him ^ rejoyc 
in the habitable part of his earth, and my> 
lights were ivilh the Sons of Men. 

1 Firji Note. Here the Man is rejoycing bef 
or in the prefenceof God, while he was frami 
the World N . . 

Secondly Note. J-efus Chrifi rejoyced in ac 
Part of God's Work, even (r) his Earth, t! 
is thofe that €od had in Eledion chofen for 
own in a ipccial Manner of jingels zxxi Men. 
Thirdly Note. Chrh'i's peculiar Joy or I 
light was with the Sons of Men, even thofe 
the humane. Race, that was given unto him. 

. Secondly. I f Jefus Chri/i (s ) rejoyced 
Spirit at the hiding of ipecial Grace from 1 
Wife and Prudent, and revealing it to Bab 
O how muchTmuft his Joy exceed in his, ( / ) p 
lenting or receiving -of them to Himfelf^ or. 
to his Boibm at Death, and at the Refurre&i 
and at the delivering up thaKin^dom } thatC 
may be all in alk . 

i - 
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to) T&* Zorrf /£y God in the mi deft of thee h 
\hfyy be will faro?) he will rejoyce over thee 
tb joy,, he will reji in his Love, he will joy 
r thee with Singing. 
Bei-xevEj the Lord God here, is God the Son\ 
that as Got>-Man the Mediatof;becaufe he h 
\d the. King of Jfrael y which is one of his 
ces as Mediator. 

^nd therefore' I will juft note a few things. ■ 
urfi Note. The Lord God here is near re- 
el to J/raely that is to all he has chofen^ he is 
t ijop. 

'tcoxdly Note. Where this God refides, and 
t'is in the midft of his People, or in their 
4s (w) apdwhen gathered together in hisi 
ftxe. - . '• 

fyirdly Note, What an One he is, for he is 
ighty One, and fb able to lave unto the.ut- 
and therefore, 
Jortfrly Note. What he will do, he will.fave, 
•will rejoyce over thee with Joy, hew.ill,rctt 
lis Love, he will rejoice over thee with Sing-' 
|or with exceeding Joy. 
pow if J ejus Chriji had Joy or did rejoyce 
te fore viewing of them, as Prov. Sth, and 
f: Joy or did rejoyce in his State of Humilia- 
k ,over them asBabes under all their Wcakiiels, 
laving Sin in them, &nd abuhd'ahce of Fears, 
>ws, and Temptations attending of them, as 
faith, how much it exceeds according to his 
\\ksm7jephaniahwhenheprefents them fault- 
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lefs before the prefence of his Gfory. $dly. i 
will be exceeding Joy unto the Prefented, 
they have Joy now in prefent Taftcs of L< 
Communion with God and Chriji , ir 
Word, in his Promifes , in his Ordin 
in his People, in or with his Minifters, and 
Wor^s, as they now and then ha*e in the 
Glimpfes of his Glory, that are loon gone, 
how will their Joy exceed then when 
arc presented before the prelence of his G 
That they have Joy now, all that hare an; 
periencc of Gods love know, and thofe * £ 
tures in the Margin prove. 

But furely it will thea exceed aH prefent \ 

fore, both for Meafure and Duration, for 

fee - thefe Scriptures, He JbaJl fee his Face ■ 

Jjfojl* Who this is Elihu tells us, it is a Mai 

very low, languishing, dying Condition; 

lays if there be a Meffenger with him, th 

if Chriji the Meflenger of the Covenant be 

him^ an Interpreter, one among a Thou: 

that is 9 if the Spirit opens the Meffage C 

conies with into the poor dying Man's Soul, 

Meffage Chriji is lent with, is to fhew unto 

his Uprightnefs,that is to acquaint the Soul 

hisownUprightnefias that by which he muft 

appear before thePrefence of h&Glory, for Cbi 

tjprightneis, is his doing every thing lb ex* 

according to Law and Juftice in the room 

ftead of the poor Soul. 
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"Now the Spirit interpreting Chrsfi s Upright-' 
hefs, or his perfeft Obedience, or his Rightcou£ 
nefs, unto the Soul as its by imputation, now 
fhe Sbul fees him gracious and that he will deliveT 
hirn from Hell, and that he lhall fee his Face 
Wvith Joy, or be pre/en ted before the prefence of 
jb/s Glory with exceeding joy. 
» Thou wilt Jhew me the path of Life, in ihy 
prefctice is fullnefs ofjty ami at thy right Hand 
tire pie afar es for evermore. Pf 1 6. 11. No, 
iSoubt but thefe Words arc Chrifi's Acknowledg- 
ment of the Fathers Favour to him, as Man, at 
Ibis Death and Rcfurre&ion, and fo of the Joy 
(that was fet before him. Heb. n. 2. 

But yet it is the Language of Faith in the 
^falmift, and of others, both before and fome* 
ptimes even in their lafl ConSi£t with Death, as I 
lifcave heard of and feen of late two Iftftances, of 
ithofe that were ncaf and dear unto me, the one 
rwas my Daughter, who I believe was born a- 
*c;ain, even born from above, or of the Sprit before 
dhe was -Twelve Years old; for it feemed tome 
.that the Work of Grace was begun in her when 
tihe was about feven Years old, or before. And 
fcthe laft Words that flic fpake (which I am fure 
vas not ten Minutes before her Soul departed out 
f her Body) as I fat by her Bed Side, were thefe, 
: Father, I am now a going unto God the high- 
u eft Holinefs, the everlafcing Rock, a bleeding 
Jefas^ who ihed his Blood for the llemilfion of 
our Sins. " And in that Inftant flmt her Eye$ ; 
*nd fell afleep. My Wife alfo, in the Eyening 
t . ■ H *5&> 
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and Night fhe died, faid, This Night /ball I 
koitb my Lord ; andfpake the words of Sim 
when he had Chrifl in his Arms ; Lord, now I 
tefl thou thy Servant depart in Peace ', accord 
to thy jVord) For mine Eyes have feen thy 8 
vatton. And a little after, utter'd thefe woi 
He is great in Coun/el> mighty in Working ; t 
in her laft Conflifts with Death, cry'd out, h 
hard work to die, but Death is unfiling , thejh 
is taken away. 

Ma^y fuch Inftances have been in my Day, 
that God doth ftiew his People the Path of I 
at the Hour of Death often times, or a little 
fore, as he did with our Brother, he being cc 
fbrtably carry'd forth in his Soul in beholding 
abounding Grace of God znA. Chrifl m thisT< 
with others, and had fweet Peace, and an en 
Refignation unto the Will of God. So that 
may fay of him cis it is raid of fome of the Sa 
o£ old, Heh. i r. 13. Thefe all died in the Fa 
and fo did he in the Faith of thefe Things an< 
the Text, and £b no doubt but faw the Path 
Life, and h now in the Prcfence of his Git 
where is fuilnefs of Joy. So that the Pat] 
Life is Chrift. as yiew'd in fome Word or Prci 
of Grace that fills them with Joy and Peace 
Believing. But alas, what is this Joy to 1 
which is in the Pretence of his Glory, wher* 
Fuilnefs of Joy without End, or without 
Jeaft pecay; for at his Right Hand are Pleaf 
for evermore! So that I may conclude now \ 
a little Ufe of the whole. 
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Firft. Hence learn, That Father , Son, and 
fipirit, have an equal Hand in the bringing a cer- 
tain Number of the Mien Race of Mankind fafe 
through all the Difficulties of Time unto endleis 
Glory. 

Secondly. Hence learn, That J efts Ckrifl bet- 
ing God and Man, is able and meet to be the 
Saviour and Safety of all that are in Him, He 
having all the real Properties of both Natures. 

thirdly ', Hlnce learn, To take hcci of a vain 

Converfationof the turning the Doctrines of Gods 

5- free, and full, and fpecial Grace into [acrei-oiff? 

> nefS) and of denying the Lord befits Chriji, to be 

*- real God, one equal v/itn the lather. 

Fourthly, Hence learn, The Vanity of trufiing 
r. in our felvcs or in any of our Performances, or ia 
I any other Creature, jer. 3. 23. True/y in r eaiu is 
m Safaation hoped fur from the Multitude of Monti- 
^ tains* That is, from the great eir Men cither in 
b Church or State, yea tho' never lb many of 
jk« them. 

^ Fifthly, But hence learn, To give all tks 
Glory to Father y Sou, and spirit ibr what you ine, 
and for what you have, and ior what you hope 
in another World, 

Sixthly y and lajily j H?nce learn, the Happ;- 

nels of the People of God when they depart* 

hence ; for it is out of a World of Sins, Sorrows, 

\r Fears,' Snares and Temptations, into a World of 

[ perfect Freedom from then: all, and into a fulln 

of Joy and Glory. 
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I l-oi-.c'-.'-Ic with the ApcfUc here. 

u7-i-.- v:o hi;;-; th~t is die to keep y 
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On chat Glorious Title of 



JESUS CHRIST. 

L£"hc L O R D our Righteousne fs, 



' «■ 



* . * 

By J HN SEDG PIE L D. 



Cor. I 301 Jefus Chrifl who of God is made 
unto us Righteoufnefs. 

>m. 4. ri» That Righteoufnefs might be imputed 

»Rom« 5* T9> So by the Obedience of cne> fiall 
many be made Righteous. 

bRotn. 10. }* x .For they being ignorant of GocPs 
^ghteoufnefsyoHd going about to efiablifi their owm 

I Righteoufnefs y have not fubmitted them f elves unit 
the Righteoufnefs of God. 

^45* 24. Surely fiall one fay in the Lord have 

V'~*— Right eoufnejs It the Lord fiall all the 

f, Setd of liVacl be juftjfied, and fiall glory. 
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ADVERTISE ME » 
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-there - 



'HE Reader's defired to tafccN 
ticc, That whereas in the Year 17; 
<tr7erc was a Sermon printed at /tyfi 
Jipon Redeeming the 'lime, by I. S. -tl 
two Letters of my Name, and the Pis 
where preached at laree, which was tab 
from my Mouth in Short Hand, and do* 
without my Knowledge. 1 here declare th 
1 difown it, being but about half of wt 
■wis delivered in two Sermons; in foe 
Places fcarce Senfe, wanting (even 
fight Sentences together, wherein I * 
greatly wronged, and have no way toi 
medy it, but by informing tbc Reader 
it in this Place, 
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To the 
READER. 
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AT* 7i«i# when Printing it become Jo comriioi$» 
that ferkns of all. Sorts take the Liberty of tfta 
Prefs, I have ventured once more to crowd in a Di£ 
Ifcttr/r among the vaft throng of Books and Papers weekh 
i daily publt/bed; yet herein as I pretend not to an ABh 
fj§ humour the Tajle of the Polite part of the lVorld % 
neither do I affetk it : Rem* miring what was ohfir* 
to mi ky a framed Minijler % in a way of Lamentq- 
, That our modern Palitenefs^ if in as great Enmity 
Qppofition to the everlafting Go/pel \ as any Appear* 
f of Satan this Age has produced. 
Part of tb§ following Difcourje was composed at tbi 

.Reque/f of an ancient * Friend for 
* A4rj % Veft- her Funeral Sermon, andfartber in* 
Sand Sldt* largedy without any manner of view 

to hi publi/bed ; tut it pleafed GOD 
H a fra Agents and works by what In/lrument and 
in* hi pleafes, to make it of fuck Ufe to many y that 
le dejired it to hi preached over again, cithers defirei 
\opiiSif it % and others that it might be printed^ 
being many Inconveniences attending the two fan* 
RifUifli) (after mature Confideration and Addict* 
with much reluflqney). ^complied <uitb the Inflow: 
hopes that (tbd jo^ty^'Kr^e^ it becaufi of tbi 
Vktkor and others hcaitfe of. tb/Sutjefl yet there an 
[few here and fhefi ^atiertd^ who may through tha 
tying of Q Q&ktiivi Benefit hj tbi retting, ou 
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others have ion eh i£e preacbtng^ifTfr . ' 

1 1 now a great tpany things in tho\9ubjett m 
verttd among D /vines*, tffid %bat JDoclrinr of ' 
pel is then but fotnt or ether have opposed it t 
J have notitvePd my tifaurfo aga^nfi. any fa : 
Perfon or Party, but only JheiOed unt$ othorf t - 
of Juflitfcitimi !tni SilvrftiorTfdWr* 7 rave- en 
*V fdf 9 (9 I have on putpoft Jimbolized with th. 

^guage of our Ancient and Modern rMxes, tat. 
that if any cavil with what r is dt\ivered % it .4 

ySvftb them as well as me. \ ' t 

. t do not expecl 'that in a tlme'yufre* "•#*. 
Jletgion is become Matter of CenUmpt and 
fictile among many' pf the learned >x ?dyt of tbi m 

K ±i m .9 • r r-m » .it .lit I'Jt J J_ • 11_ 



the Rules of PhiJofcphy and Logjck ; tyt tbo 9 
trine of the Imputation of C HKTSfs Righ- 
to as, as well as fe many other Vo&rines iyt f$ 
ture, haw nothing in them contrary \' fy\ *yet many 
mbove the reach of human Reafon\ and whether \ 
the applaufe of fome % or reproach of\thers 9 x for 
lifting this Difcourfej 1 hope none Pfjjfifg ^Iff 
,tnove me 1 / can truly fay I have, nofjfoutof i 9 
Ration, but with a view to the pubtick Gbodi akfaffs 
^firing rather to be ufeful than popufyr\ hoping it $' 
Agreeable Food to feme 9 tho* it may not' suit the P< 
qf others. Let your Cbri/tian Cbdritycfiuer my invo% 
Jtfiftakesi and may the blejfing ofGQ/D Succeed mf 
* intended endeavours for bis Glory am)t')eMr {ft*/ in 
ft She defire of y # '* 

pur afficlionatt Friend^ " 

and , . 

Humble Strvantp 
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Jeremiah, CHAP. XXIII. Verfc 6. . 

'-• And this is hit Name whereby he /ball H 

tailed the LORD our Bjghteoufneft. 

S the Captivity of the jfaw 
in Babylon w*s Typical, ft d4 
Figurative of our Captivity 
under the Power of Sin an# 
Satan j fo their Deliverance 
by Cyrut was Typical of out 
Feliverance from both the 
1 the other; by J E S U S C H R I ST> 
__nd it is very obfervable, thatufually whefr 
he LORD promifed Deliverance to thofc 
-aptives, he comforted them with a Promife 
f CH RIS Tthe great Deliverer, who was 
a "be fent in the Fulnefs of Time. 

For as we believe inaCHRlST already 
me, fo the Old Teflament Saints believed in a 
IHRI ST to came, and from the forefight of 
im as the great Mtjiah-, they fetched all their 
lomfort} Confolation, and Joy, for they iaif 
is Day, and were glad. 
l4ow the Prophecies as well as the Hi/lory of 
H K I S T, "were written that we might be- 
-' g lievo 




CO 

tievc on the Name of the Son of G O I 
tbtt belie v rug we might have Life thrbt 
Name ; For they propheiied of the Gra 
(waste come unto us at the Revelation < 
£ U S C H R 1 S T, and to us is the 
'here preached -as well as unto them thai 
*then, and more clearly ; they had it 
dark Shadows, we behold as in a Gh 
|Glory of the L O R D, 

In the Beginning of this Chapter w 
<fo. : LpR-tf JESUS CHRlSTfi 
by Four. of his moft glorious Tittes ; thi 
and good Shepherd, the Branch, the ¥ 
♦lis Churchy and -the Lprd cur RighteuuJ* 
is the laft of thefe I am now to fpeak tc 

In the Words then you may obferve th 
lowing Things. 

•. lft. His Eflential Character, (He is th 
•'or Jekmah> as the Word is rendred by 
•which is the incommunicable Name ot C 
leaking his Eternity, and Self-Exiftenc 
io carries in it a confiderable Proof 
Deity of CHR IS T ; For whereas 
*nd Meft, tho J they are everlajlingy 
•ihall have no End, yet they are not . 
they had a Beginning, but CHRIST 
fame Yeftcrday, To-day, and for ever, H 
is, which was, and which is to come 
whereas all Creatures have their Bein 
the Creator, C H R JST is independent 
ing his Being in and from b|mfelf. 

id. Here is his Mediatorial Charal 
$• our Qjghteoufnejs) he hath not only s 
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tafnfcfs as G O D, but as Mediator .• For bjj 
fking Satisfa&ion to the Juftice of GO D for 
h Sin of Man, he hath brought in aneverlaft* 
g BJikufmfwfs j and chac not for himfclf but 
r us. 

%d. Here is the Propriety that Believers havfc 
i this Ri'ghteoufnefs \ it is (Our) Kigbteoufiief^ 
:. is not called his Right eoufnefsy but Ours> it is 
)T Us, it is ordain 'd to be Ours : As .much 
Krs to fa vc us, truftingin it a$ his own, toglo- 
^ie himfclf by it ; Our*, not for bimfelf, he had 
io need of it, being GOD blefled for ever* 
|lore ; Ours, not the Angels ; neither the Good, 
bf they needed it not, having never fallen i 
leing juftified by their own Righteoufnfcfs ; nor 
heBaJ y for they are referved in Chains o£ 
Ehrknefs to the Judgment of the Great Day i 
rat Ours who are the Sons of Men } Ours, \i 
fee receive Reft, and rely upon it alone fop 
pftification, and Salvation. 

* 4tb. Here's the Manifeftation and Decla - 
ration of it, (tins is bis Name whereby he /ball 
\e called) i. e. he (hall not only be fo, but be 
known to be lb : tC God the Father (hall call hirn 
lc by this Name> as having appointed hifti to be 
" Our Righteoulbefs. Ifraeh or every true Be- 
" liever (hall call him by this Name, or glory 
,c in him under this Tide above any other, as 
u fetching the greateft comfort and Confolation 

* from hence. ' 

And this is his Name whereby he (hall be 
Balled the L O R D our Rigineoufnels* 

This glorious Tdxt is an edtire Proposition of 
' r ti a ic i'elft 



ftli, .^nd in .{peaking to it, I (hall obf< 

^s ? 'Method'." 

'' ; ifi. Shew what is implied in C H R I S 

being out Rfghteoufnefs. 

: -"li Shew whit Righteoufnefs of CUR IS* 

is, which is made ours. 

: jjjj. Shew Aoto the Righteoufnefs ojf CHRI 

tomes to be OftTf. 

' qth. Lay down fome Properties of this Ri 

ttoirfbefs which is made Ours. 

And then improve the whole by way of j 
plication. 
, t Thefirft Thing propofed, is to II 
Trhiat is implied in C H R 1 S T'$ being < 
^Rffiteoufhefs. 

•" (0 It Hnplies that there is no appearing 
fcr<5 GOD without a Righteoufnefs : For 
.'ja*e 411 guilty before GOD, and fliall bee 
d^frtn'd as guilty, if- we have npt a Righte 
HUfs wherein t6 appear before him. 

Had we flood, and not fallen in our ; 

father Adam; Our Innocence would have b 

our Righreimfil efs j but being fallen, we n 

have fomething elfc wherein \to appear, e 

'the 'Righteoujnejs of another ^ or, vvc (hall 

'be able to ftand before the Juftice of G O I 

And the Reafon is evident from 
Very Nature of GOD himlelf, who is jufl 
'well as merciful ; and in the Justification 
a Sinner, afts as a G O D of Juftice. i. j 

I. p. He .is faithful and jufl to forgiven our i 
tmdto clednfe us from all Unrighteoufnefs ; \ 

•Sphere he is called a juft GO D a and a & 
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■h*. Witt ' rtot pronounce Men "RfghTe&yi 
they are not, nor accept of thenft with* 
Righteo«fnds, either in tbemfefoes, or' i& 
Sunt). Thou and I therefore mtift havtf 
vplfrt Rrgktcoufnefs wherein to appear be-' 
GOD, or we (hill (land Sjfeei-hfcf* 
ie Great' Day, Mat. 22. 11, 12. Ati£ 
tlie King came in to fee the Gueftr, be fem 
* a Man which bad hot in a Wedding Gar** 
: And be /aid unto bim y friend, how cameft 
n hither, mt having on a Wvdding Garmetk I 
h$ was fpeecblefs. '** 

) There i$ thus much implied, That we have 
ighteoufnefs of our own wherein to appear 
c G O D, Hence the Apoftle, when he 
d prove the general Depravity of all the 
iren of Men, both Jews and Gentile^ He 
es a Paflage out of the Fourteenth, an<t 
f third Pfalnu- wherein, after the LORD 
taken a particular View of, and Infpe&ioir 
the State of fallen Man, He concludes 
they were universally, and without Excep- 
corriipted ; There is none Righteous , fays, 
w, not one, Rom. 3.10. What / was there- 
>ue of all the fallen Rice, that had efca-» 
the Contagion f No, not one* 
) Wc have no natural Rlgbieotifnefs, of oar 
Adam indeed had a natural Rigbteoufne J 's 9 
{created in the Image of'G'O D, which part- 
nfifts in Righteoufnefs ; G O D made Man 
;hf, with a Divine Reditude in all the Pow- : 
rc| Faculties of his Soul ; fo that it was 
tural to him to be Righteous* as now it-is tdr 

hi* 
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|fr- Pfeftttit? W be unrighteous ; bt*f 
*ed and defiled our Natures, and 
fJatures defile use So that even t 
thro' Grace *xt juftified, and fandil 
pone of them righteous by Nature : I 
8efs is not born . with us, or in her* 
poy even the Man after G O D's o\ 
owned himfelf lhapen in Iniquity, and i 
eeived, Pfal. jx. y. And the Apoftle te 
Vcare all by nature, Children of Wratl 
\ id. We have no Legal Righteouft 
fan juftifie us before GOD. Bj 
Righteoufnefs I mean *n ex a ft Con 
Heart and Life, to the Moral L: 
was at fir ft written in Man's Na 
is fummarily contained in the Dec 
Ten Commandments, Rem. 10. y. 
clefcribeth the Righteoufnefs which 
Law, that the Wan which doth ti 
fhail live by them. This Righteoufr 
Adam had before he finned, his Hear 
Lawanfwered, as Face anfwereth 
Glafs : And this Righteoufnefs our 
\isus Christ had : For he anfwer 

Sail it's requirements. And if we 
iriedj our Obedience to the Law i 
been Our Righteoufnefs, do this and 
having finned, and being corruptee 
that we can do can attone for our U 
and procure divine Favour : Becai 
pot able, in a ftri& and legal Sen) 
the whole Law, which requires perfof 
4p4 perpetual Qbcdie&ce* 



K Legal Righteoufnefs mud be perfonwf 
?rined ; the Man that doth thele things 
I live by them. The Law {hath made no 
nfion of a Surety to (apply our Defe&s, audi 
lo that for us which we cannot do for out 
es. 

d. Legal Righteoufnefs muft be perfect 
h in regard of the Objell) and in regard of 
Subjeflt, the wlnle Law muft be kept with 
vtfjole Heart : The leaft defeft either of 
is 9 or Degrees irt the Obedience ipoils all i 
1. 3. lo.Curjed is every one f/W continueth nit 
all things w/wA *r* written in the £jok of the 
», ro io them. The/ we be not guilty of 
irdtr. Fornication, or Adultery ; of Theft, 
rjury, or Covetouinefs, yet, if we do not 
fillip the true G O D as we ought to do ; 
*c take his Name in vain, or break his Sab* 
ths, we are gone for ever, living 9 and dy- 
{ under that Covenant } nay, tho 9 we live 
rcr fo circumfpe&Iy, yet if we do but com* 
t oneSia, or, omit one Duty in all our Lifet 
l are gone by that Covenant ; a failure in tht 
ift AEiion> or the tninuteft Circumstances of aft 
Si on, ipoils our Legal Righteoufnefs, and 
od^rs us uncapable of being juftified by the 
iw/ 

id. Obedience to the Law, if it be out 
ghteoufnefs, muft be perpetual^ Gal. 3. 10. 
Jed is everyone that fconiinueth not in all things 
icb ar * written in the Book of the Law, to do them. 
e Law being once broken in one wry and 
udring Thought, tho 9 but owtxn all thf 

Life 



%\fc? iv. condemns thtc for it, and el 

F lace of Repentance i« that Cbveri 

afterwards tby Life ■ were neve* foe 

koiy. ;Now none of us haveperfonall) 

4y r at>d perpetually, . or r continually <5 

Law of G O D, and fo none of us j 

Righteous* it* od; 0*1. Neither die- i 

ciie Pharifee among the jfcw> who 1< 

Juftjfication. by his Obedience to tl 

Law ; nor xhe proudeft Self jufiieta 

the Gofpel, with all his Train of E 

Performances ; nor the kolitft Saint 

Irecdt upon the Face oi the Earth* can 

tore the Bar of G O D in this Senfe y J 

ftftat is Man that hejbould be clean ? A\ 

is born of * WomoHj that he (hould fo 

Jxcle.j. lo.lhne is^not ajufi Mankpen 

ibthgwd axdftmetknof.Phlitf- 2 :Ef 

#t ^Judgmtnt vzth #by Servant : For in 

($atl ju> Man $ving fa jufiified. Jdb. 

4i I viafb.myjirlf ioitb &mv)-Water? 'an 

JHands never fo:xk*n> yttfhalt thbuplm 

the Ditch j and mine own Cleat hs . /halt 

iGal. 2. 21. If Right eouftltfs ccnte ty 

the* CHRIST is dead in vain.' If 

&ee a a Xaw ~ given- whish- could h 

Life,* verily Righteoufnefs fliould ha 1 

the Liw: Gal. .3 it. 

.% *(}) We have no Evangelical Rigl 

*>ur own wherein to appeal: before G 

Acceptances v ^Some may - perha ps thi 

jftrange Affertk»v; after we have be 

i°^ Wxiters, . thai-tb^c i$-aa Era™ 



fcftt Wotthinefs and Ri^hteotifnefs. which is 
5 Condition upon which GOD beftows- 

5 Righteoufnefs of CHRIST upon us* 
b. Faith, Repentance, and fincere Obedience. 
ir how induftrious foever fome are to take 
c Crown from off the Head of C H R I S T, 
id fct it upon their own, yet ior my fart, 

can fee no Ground in Scripture to conclude, 
nt we have any Evangelical Righteoulhefs of 
ir own* fit to -be the Matter of our Jnfti- 
jation. There is nothing in Us, or done by 
h 9 : tjhat can properly be called an 'Evangelical 
Lighieouffiefc J when the Apoftle Paul fpeaks 
f his own Righteoufnefs, he calls it rather a 
<fff/ than an Evangelical one, and would not 
«e found in it, but in another, even the Righ- 
joufneft of CHRIS T, Phil. 3 9. And ** 
mnd in hitn s not having mine own Righteoufnefs 
4ncb is of the Law ; tut that which is tlnetigb the 
?*uh of C H% 1ST, the Righteoufnefs which is of 
?0 D by Faitfi. 

- Indeed we read of the Righteoufnefs of 
faith, which isno* fo much to be underftood 
rfthe Ail as the Obj eft that Faith apprehends 
tod applies,' even the Righteoufnefs of ano- 
ifccr : For when we are fa id to be jnftified by : 
faith, it is to be underftood Inftfumentallyj 
fciflg the great Inftrument to lay hold on the 
Obedience of CHRIST fortification- And 
ho* the Church is faid to be arrayed or cloath J 

6 in fine Liwnen * Clean and White* which is 
je Jtighceoujpefe of the Saints, yet ir is nor 
A«rrttt in her, buz granted to her, Rev. 19. 

" . • C 8., it 
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t. &o her was granted thai/be (bould fo ana 
in fine Linnen, Chan and White ; For thdfi 
Linnen is the Righteoufnefs of the Saints. 
The beft Righteoufnefs we can fuppofe c 
felvcs to have, whether Legal or Evangelical, 
Dot fit to appear before GOD in : For t 
Prophet tells us, we are all as an unclean Thii 
and all our Righteoufneffes are as filthy Ra 
I fa. 64, 6. Our beft Duties and Perform* 
ces, tho' never fo plaufible, • are fo defcfii 
and far fbort of the Rule/ that they are t 
Rags, and fo cannot cover us ; and have 
much Sin and Corruption cleaving to them, tl 
they are as filthy Rags y and therefore are odic 
and naufeous in the Sight of GO D* I 
vhen we would do Good, Evil is prefent w 
11s, and if the L O R D fhould deal with us 
ftrift Juftice, even the Iniquity of our 1 
Hhings would be our Ruin, Job. y. 15. Th 
nvere Righteous, yet %vould I not anjwer, but n 
my Supplication to my Judge* A fenfible Beli 
cr would not be found in any. Righteouft 
of bis Own for a World : ' For it is but a 
filed and defe&ive, not a finlefs and per 
Righteoufnefs. - • 

(4I Therefore there is a neceffity of having < 
tlier and a JtfttrRighteoufnefs than our own wh 
in to appear before GOD. = Now there ii 
other Righteoufnefs but that of J E S 
CHRIST, which will ftand us in any' f 
at the great Day ; if we have hotthis Kij 
oufnefs upon us, we (hall never be able to * 
before the awful Tribunal of the great G C 



(tj) 

is {b holy that he cannot look upon Sin? 
noers in them fe Ives, without Indignation* 
wre have not on us thtWedding Garment y the 
em of pur Elder Brother, we (hall ftand 
ilefs' at the Great Day, If we be not ftript 
r filthy Garments, and cloathed with Change 
intent, even the heft Robe, we fhall not be 
ted of our heavenly Father, but fhall be 
1 naked, and expos'd to Shame before An- 
mid Men > hence our LORD counfels us 
ly of him White Raiment, that we may 
loathed, and that the fliame of our Naked- 
do not appear, Rev. 3. 18. Our firft Fa- 
Adam being fenfible of the dreadful Prefenco 
1 angry GOD, and the wanting of z 

Righteoufnefs then his own, fled from the 
nee of the Lord, and hid himfelf among the 
s of the Garden. And thus it will be with 
t the Great Day of Judgment, if we be 
i in our own Righteoulnefs. Paul being 
>le of this, Counts all his Righteoufnefs 
and Dung, that he may win C H RI S T* 
be found in him, not having, fays he, mice 
Righteoufnefs, which is of the Law, but 
which is through the Faith of CHRIS T, 
Ughteoufnefs which is of G O D by Faith* 

$. 8, p. He knew he was loft and undone 
I Intents and Purpofes, if he depended up-» 
oy Righteoufnefs of his own, fhort of the 
:eoufnefs of C H R\ S T } here he defired 
e found, in this City of refuge he would 
er himielf, that he might be hid in the Day 
rOP's Anger, 



II. Which brings me to the next thing to 
-tnquir'd into, i. e- tVhat Righteoufnefs ofCHRl 
ic is which is made ours. 

Now here it will be neceflary to confix 
C H R I 8 T as to his Two Natures, his G 
bead, and his Manhood ; which tho 1 they . 
plainly to be diftinguifked, yec impcffiWc to 
divided. To each of thefe Natufes belong 
a Righteoufnefs, whjchR ighteoufnefs isEfleni 
to that Nature, fo that it is as eafic to caufe 
Nature to be extinft, as to feparate rigbteo 
reft from it ; As he was G D, he was Rigfe 
ous, yea, Righteoufnefs it felf ; it is 
impoffible for G O D not to be Righteous, as 
to be ; he is the Righteous Lord who loV 
Righteoufnefs .Ashe was Man he was Righ 
bus alfoj being blamelefs and without oj 
free from all Imputation of Sin> hence he cf 
Jenges the Jews, which of you convinceth 
of Sin> John 8- 46. In all his L»ife he was 1 
blameablej and unreproachable, Sp6tlefs a i 
free from all Infeftion of Sin, 1 .Pet. 1 . 19. a La 
without Blemifll, and without Spot, ffeh. 7, 
JioIy,harmlefs, undtfiled, feparate from Sinn 
As to Qrignal Sin, he had none in him, John 3 
And as to aftual Sin, he never did or iboke t 
evil, %. Pet. 2. 2 j. Nay, he never nnned 
much as in Thought, but was abfblutely, s 
5n all refpe&s without £/«, Heb- 2. jj< 
' Some alio fpeak of a Righteoufnefs wb 
qonfifts in the Unity of foth N&ww, 4 whif-h 1 
ejfential to his being capable of the Med 

jory QfKce which he was iwruft?4 w! 
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it in none of thefe Sences is he called (he. L#d 
• Righteoufnefs : Becaufe we arc not made par* 
Iters ot thefe Rigbteoufneffes> none of chcm are 
it upon us, foas we are made Righteous there- 
; • For they are efiential to his Natures and 
|fce, and fo cannot be communicated to another * 
>r if be part with his firfl Righteoufnefs, he 
irts with his Godhead ; if he pares with his 
tond Righteoufnefs, he parts with the Purity of 
s Manhood ; if he parts with the third 
I parts with that Perfe&ion which Capar* 
totes him for the Office of a Mediator; yet 
ich of thefe has their Vfefulnefs to us, to ren- 
that Righteoufnefs which is made ours efficar* 
for our Juftitication* The Righteoufiicii of 
Godhead gives Virtue, the Righteoufnefs of 
Manhood gave Capacity y and the Righteotrih- 
his Office gave Authority to that Righteoufnefs 
ich is made ours, as one exprefles ic, but 
W this Righteoufnefs of Chrift which is made 
, is a Righteoufnefs of Performanct;an4 
is either imputed* or imparted, the one for 
»r J unification, the other for our SanBificati&u 
I. There is an imputed righteoufnefs which is 
Irs for 'Jujlification : His whole Obedience to 
;e Law of G O D, both attive and pajjivt, 
£t which he did and fuffered, as being in the 
torn and place of Sinners is imputed to them 
r their Juftification : For as all the Sins of 
$ People were laid upon him, and he ftood 
r tjieir Law-Place^ and facisfied divine Juftice 
: their room and/lead, fo what he did and fuf- 
rp4 is A§ really aQWumzd theirs^ as if they had 
w "- ~ doue 



8one 9tid fuffered it in their ownPerfons. 
is a Righteoufnefs C H R I ST had no need 
cither as God or Man, or as Mediator 
reference to himfelf, and therefore it is 
over unto his People. This is that the A[ 
fpeaks of, Rom. 5, 19. As by one Moms Di) 
dunce many were made Sinners : So by the Obeiii 
if one jb all many be made Righteous. As we 
doubly indebted to GOD, fo Chrift perfc 
a two-fold Obedience for us ; as rational 'CJreai 
we owed perfeft Obedience, and as JinfutC\ 
turesweowed Eternal Sufferings \ the Firft 
a Debt to GO T>\ Holinefs, and the Second] 
a Debt to his Juftice. Now CHRIST M 
filled all righteoufnefs for us in both reff 

i. His atiive Obedience is one Part of 
Righteoufnefs. The LORD JESVSin 
own Perfon, while he was here upon Earth 
fully obey the Law, perfeftly conform to it] 
all its holy Commands ; which perfect Ot 
ence to the Law is made over, reckoned, 
imputed to his Members, as if they themfeli 
had in their own Perfons performed it* 

Hence faith the Apoftle, Rom. 8. $, 4. 
kvbat the Law could not do in that it was\ 
thro 9 the Flefh, G D fending his own Son, in 
lihenefs of finful Flefb, and for Sin condemned 
in the Flefb, that the Rjghtemfnefs of the Law 
fa fulfilled in us. 

The Righteoufnefs of the Law is not full 
in Believers fubje&ively, inherently, and perfoi 
but legally and imputatively, they being 
QHRiS7*s their Coram*, Head, r 

§ur< 



;ty ; henCc it's faid, that the Righteoufnefi, 
:he Law might be fulfilled in us, not ty us, 
v there is but two ways whereby the Law 
be fulfilled, either by Believers themfelves,. 
bme other ; but feeing Believers cannot do . 
y tbemfiheSy it muft be done by C H R IS 7 
rhem, and imputed to them. NowCHR/57 
lis aftive Obedience fulfilled the Law of <7 £> 
every Branch of it;. he walked in all the 
nmandments of GoD; he performed per- 
]y, both in Word and Deed, whatfoevcr tho 
w required ; his whole Life was a conftant 
urfe of Obedience ; he was Obedient uijto 
ath, Phil. 2. 8. Or until Death, as fome 
tder it. Thus he told John Baf>tift> that it 
:ame him to fulfil all Righteoufnefs, Matt. 3.. 

1. His Paffive Obeiitnce is another Part of our 
ghteoufnefs, i. e. the Sufferings o(CHR IS T*s 
ol» and Body; the curfed Death which he 
dement upon the Crofs; there it was that' 
(Sins were laid on him, and he bare tho 
thifhment of them, even that Wrath and 
irfe, which otherwife fhould have been bora 
us, i Pet, j: 18. C#£/S7alfohathonce, 
fered for Sins, the juftfor the unjuft, Chap. %1 
. Who his own felf bare our Sins in his ovshBo*. 
oh the Tree - For the Lord laid on him the 1 
quity of us all, If a. 53. 6- The Sins of 
his People) paft> prefent, and to come, was 
>uted unto CHRIST, and he fuffered Per* 
, tho J not Local Hell for them. His Death 
\ in the nature of a Propitiation j the fame 
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fcUat was due to us for our Sins, and for 

Skeis&fiion of Divine Juftice* was laid uj 

him ; He fuffered the Punifhment of Senfi 9 wh 

made him try out my Soul is exceeding 1 

rbwful, even unto Death, And the Puni 

ment of Lofs 9 which made him cry out, 

CjOA my GODy why h*ft thou forfaken i 

hence the Apoftle fays, Rom, 3.2$. That G< 

hath fet him forth to be a Propitiation^ throi 

Faith in his Blood, to declare his righteoufi 

for the -Rcn.iflion of Sins that are paft. 

• C///fc/S7juiving died andfuffcred, Par 

\i procured, and this righteoufnefs decla 

and there is a further Manifelbtjon of 11 

Ws Refurrefliort and Afcention,\Rw«. 425. I 

vms ielitfred for our Offences, and was raifet 

gain for our..Jufiificatkn y Jehn itf." 10. We 

told the Spirit fhall reprove or convince the tpor 

tight eoufnefs) becayfe / go to my Pother 9 andje 

fee me no more. 

' ]Sfow this aft we find paflke Obedience 

CH&lSTdidi Two things for «s, it fati 

and it merited, and .tho* thefe Twp are no 

be feparated, yet I humbly conceive there 

difference to be made between Satisfaction 

Merit* SatisfaSiim hath .Relation to fomet 

paft, which Juftice required him to make 

fenfatiou for, Merit feems to have relatk 

fbmithing to be en joy'd for the time to c 

Which a Price if paid for } as a Man may noi 

ly undertake to fajftfic a Creditor for aj* 

Man's Debt, but alfo purchafe for him ar 

feerhance, to CRtLTS 7 hath hot only * 
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ie Debt of Sinners, but puchas'd Grace ana 
rlory fbt them. As there were two things 
fhich the Law requiied or demand' d v viz*. 
crfeft Conforijniiy to ir c C mmand*in.: Sati\ja£li' m 
I, "or linder^oi g i s Pendliic< unin tiie Violation 
f it,foour LOR D | LS US £ H R 1ST' 
ntwefed both the preieptive x and Wtmdatohy Part 
if this Law ; He Ajfiiled it aElwely both as he 
fiuri'd whatever £W it prohibited, and alfo 
lid whatever Good it enjoined ; being originally 
knd i&ually Holy, He a&ed ail along in an 
[it 4 ft And uoiverfal Conformity to the Commands 
bf the Law. The penal and minatory Part he 
"ilflllcjd pdjfively, by bearing its Curie when he 
yd up n the Crbfs. By the tatter he fatisfied 
ri vine Juftice ffcwhat was jpaft, making full 
frp&iioh for Sin, whereby we are freed from 
5uilt and Condemnation > by the former he 
rieritt&d foi* the "time to conte, whereby we are 
jntitled to Heaven } by both which a compleai 
J&ighteoiifnefs is wrought out for his People. 
\. C H R I S T by his Pafllve Obedience 
ith ah five red the penal or vihdiSlive Pare of the 
ito, being made a Curfe, and fo undergoing 
rhat the Law threatned. He hat;h fatisfie^ 
Divine Tiiftice for our Breach of the Lint 
Sth original ind actual, which could not have 
Jen done any other way ; the Blood of B lis 
hid (roars, Biilh ckS and Rams, could not take 
^Way Sin, for then CHRIST might havd 
Wft fpared, all the Beafls of the Forefts, and 
^attlfe upon a thou fa nd Hills being his; but 
tfftice ffvlld not br plcafecf with TfcoUiandS 
* P Pi 



er with Ten Thouftnd Rivers of Q] 
*ay,ifaMan had given his Firft b©m for 
TranfgrcflGon, and the Fruit of his Body for 
Sin of his Soul, afl would have fallen in fink 
Short of anfweritig the Demands of Divine J 
tice ; but CHRIST being an Infinite Peri 
hath made compleat Satisfaction to Infinite Juft 

The Dignity of his Perfon put Virtue i 
JValue into his Sacrifice, fo that now G C 
5s well pleafed with him for his RighteouJ 
Sake, Juft ice feeing the Travail of his Sou 
Satisfied. Thus hath he condemned Sin in 
Fleffi, awl removed the Corfc and Wrath 
GOD from his People, Gail. 3. 10. 13. J 
Jaid curfed is every one that cominueth not in 
things* which are written in the Moot of the 14^ 
Jo them \ but C H R I S T hath redeemed 
from the Curfe of the Lafr, being mad 
Curfe for us; for it is written, curfed is ei 
jbne that hangeth on a Tree. 

Y#u fee he hath by his Death and Satisfil 
ion procured our iDifcharge and Abfolution i 
the penalties of the Law, which we defei 
by our Tranfgreflion ; for as he became C 
*fcent to Death, even the Z)eath of the Q 
fo by that Obedience we are pardoned* 
freed from Guilt and Wrath, Hell and D 
ftation, Job 33. 24. Then he is gracious unto 
mnd faith s deliver him from going down to the 
How comes this about ? 1 have found a I 
fort* (fays he) and Ver/e 26. Be will unit 
Man his Righttoitfnefsj i. c he' will iro 

«pd reckon the j^httott&eft of gH&l 
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• the poor humbled Sinner* 
II. C H R I S T by his Aftlve Obedienc* 
ich anfwered the mandatory and preceptive Pare 
F the Lawt and fo hath merited for his People* 
V> which End he was made under the Lawy 
r fubjeft to the Law, bound and obliged iii 
H things to conform to its Rigliteoufnefs, noa 
ply as a Man and Creature^ but as a Mediator^ 
Surety of his People. v 
Indeed if C H R I S T had been only fub* 
to the Law as a Mm, and fo bcund for 
fclf to do what he did, his Obedience could 
have been made over to others, or merited* 
others, becaufe k would have been a duo 
be, and for himfelf ' but feeing he obeyed 
as meer Man, but as God-Mtut^ lb ic b*4 
e meritorious for others. 
And indeed this Active Obedience was ne** 
ry, inafmuch as our Righteoufnefs and Tr* 
to Eternal Life does indifpenfibly depend 
d it ; for unlefs the Law had been fulfilled^. 
could have had no Title unto Eternal Lile p 
the Ptffive Obedience of C R I S 7 a PcrioA 
he have been pardoned, and laved from Hell* 
n4 yet not taken into Heaven, but have been 
trihilated I but by the Active Obedient of 
1&R 1ST* Eternal Glory is merited, . and 
k People in due time put into the E^py- 
S©t of it, Titus J. 7. lhat being jufiified by bit 
wejhottld be made. Heirs > according to th* 
cf Eternal Life. 
he Condition of the Old Covenant was, d* 
Live ; and this remains Hill in Force* on- 
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fitflbe performed we cannpt hope fori 

Life, I. Cor. 6. 9. Tf>e Unrighteous 4 

inherit the Kingdom p r G Q Q. It is < 

r who are j iltificdi th-t flhall be gloril 

\ 8 30. Now, tho* GOD do not e: 

he Sinner in his own PeHbn, perfect C 

cc to the Law as t.ie Condition of I 

he will hpve the thir-g i^ope either by m 

S nncr, either by Nmftlf^ or his Surer, 

' or elfe no J-/ife R<m ip 4-5* Cbr{ 

find of the hav for R:ghteiu[utfs to every 

.falievetb. For Mci'S fcfiribeth the ifc/j 

. f \ which is pj the £/xxp, that t,he Man % 

bofp things ft all live f>y them. 

', rho* thefe Two, his Aftive ?nd 

/bpdience vvith the End pf them ar 

nguifhed, yet by no means to be fepflra 

$ one without the other pould not ! 

tout a perfect Righteoufneisfor us .' 

ighfeoufnefs of Jqftific^tion wrpugl: 

*? 7* and imputed to Believers 

hpre is an imparted Righteoufnefs w 

i for San&ifiaitiuq. The other was 

Robe, this is the Inner R^be. 7 her 

ie Rfd R be of his imputed Kightepuf: 

" is the fPbite Robf nf I the tent Holinefs 

d from CHRIST*, and \yrougfct in 

.rt$ pf his People, called by fome 

iteoufnefs of Implantation ; by vyhk 

\\ 3 Work of Grace, the Rpot of the 1 

a Principle of Holinefs in the H< 

■1 difecyers it felfin the Life arid < 

*m i fewce tfce Skmh is ftid tp be 
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furious whhin ; and her cloa thing to be of 
Jroughc Gold, Pfal* 45. ij* There is a Aigh- 
jpouihefs within, as well as without) in which 
Believers fhall be prefented before the Prefenc* 
rf the Father .- For without holinefs no Maa 
jfaall fee the Lord. 

\ Now there is a Stock of Grace and HoPnefs 
pid up in CHRIS T for this very Pur } oft, 
be given out to thofe that come f >r it. Hi* 
icr it was t.atDiv/d fl?J for Saodtiricruiou, 
ider the decays of Grace, P'al. yi 7. io. 
rge me with H Ifop and I (hilt be clean " tVajb 
and I (bill be whiter thin Snow. Create in mje 
clean Heart Q GQQ, and renew a right Spirit 
thin me. 

And Soul, doft thou want Grace ? purifying 
■ace f Sandkifying Grace ? Would thpu be 
re Holy in Heart, and in Life and Conver- 
sion ? Go to C H R I S I\ who is of GOD 
ide unto his People fanclijkation r z Cor. i. 
He is the Fountain of ah Grace, and of his 
inefs have we received, and Grace for Grace, 
herefore if you have favingly clofed in with 
im, yau niay reckon your felvesto have an In- 
ireft in this Righteoufnefs as well as the o- 
icr, Rom* 6. 11. Likewife reckon your felvea 
to be dead indeed unto Sin ; but alive unto 
t* O D through Jefus Chrift our Lord. Chrift 
teing the Head and you the Body, he will 
fomrnunicate Holinefs unto you : For as wo 
Ipye an imputed Righteoufnefs from him for 
ftjhich GOO doth juftitie us, io with this we 
yff 9 ft dctivtd aad cemmunjeattd Rightcoufnef* 



%hich is within us, viz,* a Communication ■ 

the Divine Nature to us } tho' the former ■ 

what is chiefly intended in our, Text, And whJ 

I (hall have an Eye to in what follows. 1 

III* The Third Bead propos'd is to ftlew ita| 

this Riqhteouir.efs oi C H R1S T becomes (tort 

i. This Righteoufnes becomes Ours by t r ~ 

Ordination, Appointment, and Gift of GO 

Her* e it is called the Righteoufnefs of GO Dj 

Becaufe as it was wrought out by Chri 

who isGOD, fo it is the Righteoufnefs whk 

GOD hath crdained and appointed for 

Juftification, Rom. 3. Zi. Chap.io. J. Pbii.}.* 

UVis Righteoufnefs of Juftification is not 

Righteoufctfs inherent in us, but freely befti 

ed upon us, and given to us by G O D the Fi 

tber J hence it is called the Gift of Righteoi 

-nefs, Rom. j. 15, i6> 17. This is not a Gj 

roent of our own makii g, but made for 

J>eftowed upon us. It is the Righteoufnefs 

CHRIST as wrought out by him, and 

'Believer asgiveu to him, or imputed and recto 

en unro hirr for H ighteoufnefs, 1 Car. j. 

.V ho is of GO O made unto us Righreoufnel 

i. e. Ci O 1) the Father made him over to 

as fucn, and accepts of his Obedience as if 

were our own. This Imputation, tho* it 

be reckoned a Notion and Invention of Ml 

yet it is the Way wherein the Holy Ghoft 

prefles it, Rom* 4. 6. even as David alfo defc 

bechthe Blelfednels of the Man unto wl 

G O D imputeth Righteoufnefs without Wt 

&S?£ I 1 * .duic Righteoulheis might be i\ 
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I to them- alfa ' And indeed this AigtirebaC 
[scan be of no advantage to us till it become 
rs 9 till it be made over to us by GO'V 
rv. I p. 8, And to her it ww granted that {be fljiuli 
array d in fine Linnen Clean and Wtte For tha 
e Linnen is the Aighteoutne'.s of the Sainrs. 
2. This Righteoulhefs becomesours by virtue 
our Union with C H R 1 S f : Betides ther 
fiical Union there is between CHRIS C 
d Believers, fome of our * Divines fpeak of a 
al Union, fuch an Union as there is betwetttf 
l principal Debter and the Surety who hath 
idertaken for him and paid his Debt, the Lav* 
ckons them but as one ; what Payment the 
irety hath made for the Debter in his Name* 
id firmly made over unto him, the Law fto-r 
unts it as if the Debter himfelf had payed 
; and difchargeth him thereupon as if it 
d been his own Perfonal Aft and Deed .♦ 
caufe of that intimate relation or Onenefr, 
it there is betwixt them in the EftimatioM 

the Law, Such an Union there is betweeft 
HRLST and His People, he is our Spobfor 

Surety, and Co in Law one Person with u^ 
Teb. 7. 22- ) And his Obedience being not thiat 

a frivau but Pubhck Perlbn. and our RL^ 
efentative, therefore, by his Sufferings and 
tisfa&ion* he hath payed whatever we otired 

Divine Juftic* ; when he engaged with thfc 
ither on oar Behalf, we may fuppofe his Lair- 
tage like that oi Paul to Philemon concerning 
lefimus^ If tbofe for whom I have undertake*, 
tb wronged theo, or owed thee oug ht s put that <m 
pr* Jnc$nA t J^« Sttdmatt> Mr. Flsvtk Win*. 
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jrfwr arrwnrf, / refit*-** rf, Pht'emm ver. i 

} Off h* fcird'x.z \\ OU r R?cm, and fuff 

in ru'- f:#»sd. w ar he c d and feffered is i* 

•red r urs by Vrrrtze cr the Union between 

/s all rhe L'ebrs r.r Riches cf a Fcrfen mi 

tl to a nether^ becrrr.es his or hers, to 

fee or flic is married, fo in this Cafe. A%A\ 

was cur pubiick Head and Reprefencati? 

tho* we did nr* perfmudly eat of the forbid 

Fruit, jet we Z#tf//p did, and GOD moft 

leevflj reckons us gu'Iry of it as if we had 

the Fact in cur own Perfbns : Becaafe wtit 

in him not only naturally as cur natural Rj 

and common Parent, but legally as our fedfc 

Head and Reprefentative. TfowCHRli 

the Szcond Adam is a head ccrrmtmieating 

Jiis Sfrd no lefs then the firft Adam was tor 

fv.fierry, ard therefore by viftueof this Up 

hh Rfghter-ufhefs beer hies ours, Rom. j.ifc 

Jea, it is by virtue of this Union, that th 

is an interchanpng of NamW between CI 

and his Prople ; they are calif d £ H R 1 SI 

Cor. 12 12. Ard the LORD our Righte 

pthi tie very N?me by which he is Caliec 

rur Text, Jer. 33- **• I* 1 ' 8 * s **** ^ 
therewith &* fliall be called thtLOl 
jour Righteonfnefs. 

Union is the Ground of Imputation, am 
cm expeft no ihare in the Rightedufnei 
.CHRIST, unlefs we be fnft in hm 
,tor. 5. 21. Shews there is a change of Pei 
between CHRl S*T and us in tbis great 

ijfair i for Jit hath made bi# to be Sin foj 
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k» fcrittr iio Sin ; that we might bi made tW 

jghteoufnefs of G O D in him, 

J. This Righteoufnefs comes to be ours by 

nth. Faith is an lnft rumen t v apprehend thAc 

Ech jaftifieth, even C H R I S T and his O- 

ience. 

As the Israelites ftun$ with fiery Serpents were 
rd, fo are we jujfified : Now the Ifraelifes 
nothing at all but look to the Brazen Ser- 
itj fo are we to do nothing at all for o&r 
Jfication, but fix the Eye of our Faith up- 
CHRIST. The Bankrupt pays the Debt 
accepting the Payment made by the Surety. 
id in this £enfe it is I underltand we are faid 
be juftified by Faith, and that Faith is laid 
be imputed to« Abraham for Righteoufnefs* 
lieh is not to be underftood of it as our Att+ 
fo' it is as a filthy Rag and Dung, but fes 
\\& the moft fit and proper Organ and luftrtt- 
to receive and lay hold upon the itighte- 
[fiefs of CHRIST, as it is a Friend's 
jfc that enricheth me, and not my taking it 
itomy Hand, fo it is the Righteoufnefs of* 
« R 1ST that ;uftifieth me, and not Faith 
my A£t. And yet it is Faith, and not Hope, or 
re, or any other Grace, that is the proper 
ifirutfient to receive and apply this Righte- 

Eriefs to us, Ronh. 5. 11. We alfijoy in God, 
ugb^our Lord Jifas Cbrifi y by whom we have 
1 re&pvedthe Atonement. This is the wry that 
hud would be juftified, as knowing that rairh 
■'the ordained Means of actual Inured in, and 
|V*flg Benefit by his Blood and Righteoufnefs, 



J>W. 5. £ and to read of Faith to his Blood 

&im. 3. 15. 

This Righteoufrefs indeed is white Raymm 
hautijul ar.d glorious Apparel, but it will ncvfl 
cover our naked re is unlefs it be ^f 4 
and we be cloathed therewith ; now this is pql 
on by Faith* on rur Part, Rom* 13. 14. put j< 
§n tie Urd J ejus Ckrift, Rom. 3. zz.Jor bj bm 
4*11 that belt ve are juftifid from all things^ fi& 
nvUchye could nut be jujUfiJd by the Law a/JVlolq 

/6« 13. 3*. i 

IV. J he 4th thing is to fpeak of the Propel* 

tics of 'his Righte< ulneis. ; 

Ard I (hall only mention two as comprehend 

ing mary others in them. 

I. It is a perfefi and compleat R ighteoufnefc 

It is fo full and perfect, fo adequate to J 

the demands of the Law, that the Law cod 

not but fay 1 have enough, I am fully fatisfri 

I can ask no more. The Aghteoufnefs < 

CHRIST is every way as Ing and as bm 

as the Law of GOD, and fo is a compki 

and perfeft Hightecufnefs ; there \$rro defeSt 

Jlav) in it, nothing a-wanting to make us hapf 

here and hereafter ; 1 have feen an end of 1 

Per fe ft ion ; (lays the Pfalmifi) but thy Gfl 

snandment is exceeding broad, Pfal. 119. J 

when we bring Our own Obedience to t 

Iroad Command of G O D we find it con 

far (hort of anfwering its rimentions; fc 

C H R 1 S T's Obedience is proportionable a 

arfwerable theeuno : So .that tho* we cm 

<hort m our feives wc ihaU tab ia lerfm a 

w 



ptrformauct be prefented compleat in bin, C\ 
¥% to. i» c /«//j and per'eSify Righteous » yoa 
Heed no more to render you the O^je&s afc 
" divine Acceptance ? For he is well pleated for 
jffcia Kigh eoufnefs Tike. This is my beloved 
*fl>n (lays he) in waom I am well plea fed, Mat. 
I"J > . 17. and he hath made us accepted in the be- 
^ loved, Evb. 1. £, 2* It is an everlafting Righ* 
Neoufnefs .• 'tis everlafting in the Counfeis of it, 
'and will be everlafting in the Confluences of it. 
F'The Author of it is the everlafting Father, and 
it is of everlafting Virtue : For he is able to 
five to the utter moft all that come unto G O I* 
by him, to the uttermoft of G O D*s Merry, 
and the Sinner's Mifery, to the uttermoft uk 
ration ot Time, and to thr uttermoft Ages of 
Erernity, Dan. 9 24. he isfaid to make an End 
of Sin, and to bring in cverlaftingRishceoufneis* 
GOD might juftly have mtde an end of Sin 
iy making an End of the Sinrer, but he hath 
found out (uch a way as to fare Sinners, by 
providing aRig !, t*oufhefs which is of infiniteand 
•ternal Virtue: For, asG O D from all Eter* 
»iry immutably purpofed in htmlelf to befto.f 
chis Righteoufneis upon all his PeopL, fo hf 
arin never at lifbxt and lay it a fide \ but it is 
* Righienufneis wnich (bail antinue when theiip 
vifiole Heavens are vaniihi away, and this 
£arch dift>lveJ : Even in the new Heavens and 
mew Earth, which we took for, wherein flu'l 
dwell this Righreoufntfs for ever, lfa. 51 6* 
Jjft up your Eyes to the Heavens y and look upon th* 
Earth beneath : For the Heavens (hall vanifb avxif 
Hi* Smeit 9 and the Earth fiaO wax old Itkt a Gar- 
Ik % **«* 



mtnt\ and they that dwell t herein fhall dye in Uhi , 
manned ; But my Salvation /ball be for ever 9 6fl£'i 
Wy Ri&btevufncjs /hall \tot be aboltjhed. 

The Application, 

i- TJfe is for Information, and from 
yet may learn theie following things. 

I. The great Ignorance and Folly of mofc 
Perfon* in the World, who take up with any: 
thing (hurt of the Righteoufnefs of C H R S T, 
for ju.jiication and Salvation. 

JV.ary depend upon the mere Mercy of G O IK 
rot coniidering that he \sjuft as well as merciful, 
Und that we rnuft have a Righteoufnefs fomc 
jvhere or other, or we are miferable. 

Others depend upon their being the Crea* 
tures of G D t the workmanfhip of his own 
Hands, not cuifiderirg they are not fuch Crea* 
tures as G O D at fir ft made them, but Ene- 
mies and Rebels to his Laws, and fo are far 
from being the Objefts oi his Mercy in them- 
selves- We have a remarkable Place to this 
purpofe> If a. 27. ix. F-r it is a People of nojja* 
fajlavding : therefore he that made them will not 
have Mercy en them, and he that formed them will 
(hew them no Fiivvur. 

Others depend upon their Morality, thinks 
ing thereby to patch up a Righteoufnefs of their 
own; for there is a natural propenfity in Man 
jo the Works of the Law^the Velfel favours of 
the Liquor that was firft put into it. 
* £eing convinced that they have offended anil J 

wronged 
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longed GOD, the next thing is to betafc* 
emiclves to do fomething whereby they may 
gratiate themfelves with him, and make him 
nendsfor the wrong they have done him and 
ben they have done fome good things there 
£y reft and rely, and hipe to have Silvation 
r.it. How common is it to hear iuch Lan«* 
ttgc as this, we hope to be faved as well as 
hers, we do no body any harm, we live qiu- 
\y among our Neighbours, we pav every one 
rir own, we wrong no body either by Word 

Deed, we are charitable to the Poor, and 
» conftantly to Church, &c. why all theip 
e good in their Place, but it you depend up- 

thefe for Salvation, and think thereby toob- 

in the Favour of GOD, Pardon of Sin, 

d Heaven, you will meet with a g eat Dii^ 

pointment ; for cne Pharifee* did more than 

I this, and yet our LO^D lays, that ex- 

pc your Righteoufnefs exceed the Righte- 

fnefs of the Scribes and Pba>ifees y ye (hall it* 

i Cafe enter into the Kingdom of Fieaven, 

at* 5. ao. They were in a great mealure trees 

)m grofx Iaormities, and performed a great 

my good #8t*fcf,.but they made a Righteouf- 

i s of them, and lo ijnii'd all, Luke 18. 9, 

1, II, 12. He /pake this Parable unto certain 

neb trufted in themltlves that they were righteous, 

d defpifed others. Two Men went up into the Tem* 

p to fr4) i the one a Pharifte, and the other a Pub* 

an ; the pharifee flood and prayed thus with him* 

fy G O P I thank thee, that I am not as ot/xr 

Ery flri> ExfrrtiwerS) Unjujt, Adulterers > or even 
- r- ; - a , 
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, if this PnVk<m % tfaH twice in the TPeeky lgi\ 

Tithe* of all that I pi>fftfi. The Jews ri?l 
here, bit mec with a Disappointment, Rm. 
jo 31, jz- What rtiall we fay Men ? That 
G'-mcucs wiii-ch foliowed not af*er RL'hn 
pets, have attained to Righteoufnrli, ci 
the Rig'i e mfnefs t which is of Faith \ 
If. del vnich fallowed after the Law of Rfghi 
ouine's. hidi not attained tothe LawofRi^ 
d'lfifls, V iierefore .' Becaufe theyiought 
11 >t tiy Faith, but as it were by the Works' 
Me Liw " for t »ey (tumbled at that Scu.iibli 
Scone, O.JESUS CHRIST. 

And, lb w;il it fare with all Self Jufticiarits 
the great D«v ; for nothing Ihortot the Rigl 
oufneft of C H *l 1 S T will do, Gal. a 
K-iowing that a Mm is not ju /lifted by the 
cf the Liu), but hi the Faith if Jefus thrift ) 
ven we have belteved m Jtjus Cbrtfi ; that 
might b? jtfltfied by the Faitb of Chrtjly and I 
bj the IV *'ks 0, the Law. 

z Learn the wonderful Condefe 
tion of Gxl the Father to us, in providij 
fuch a Righteoufnefs for us who have none 
our own. It is wonderful ItotfteMlkCondefi 
on and Love ! Tnat tho* he will have his # 
tioe fttistied, yec he will difpenfc io far wjl 
the Offender, as not to demand Satisiadi 
from himfel\ but will allow the Subftitutiori 
a S irety to make Suisfa&ion, is not here G1 
indeed ! that he fh mid ihus contrive the 
refaction, and give his own Son to make it. 
Su ;»pofe he would have accepted a Satisfa&J 
fee ne mizhc have lefc it to the Offender, 1 

1 i» 
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Iffc friftd the Way and Means of mnklrg tti 
ttt herein is Love ! That GOD fhould pitch 
ipon his own Son> to die and fuffer, in order 
o make Satisfaction to divine Ju II ir c for us ; 
nd that he fhnuld accept of his O alienee as 
Rightenufnefs f r us % and not for Angeh% 
iiat he fliould trarilate oir Sins from us to 
: H R 1 S T, and exaft full Payn ent at his 
lands, when he was under no Obligation to 
B more than the fallen Angels, bur might have 
innoured juilke in the Danu a;ion of tx th a- 
ike, is not this diitingtifhn^ Love and 
irace indeed ! i J*hn 4. 9- 10. In this was 
moifefted the Lvve of GO D towards us, be- 
eaufe that GO Dfenr his only begotten Son 
id to the World, that we might live throuqi 
him* Herein is Love y not that we loved GOD, 
but that he L-ved us, and lent his Son to be 
the Propitiation for our Sins, Rom, 5. 8. Boc 
GOD commended bis I*ve towards us, in that 
irhile we were yet Sinners CHRIST died 
Mr us. 

3. Learn bow Juftice ad Mercy are reconci- 
led, and are with infinite Wifdom glorified in 
the Accompli flhmenc of Man's Redemption and 
Salvation by JES US CHRIS T. 

We may iuppofe a Coiueft between Ju&ue 
and Afcrey about the Salvation of Sinners whooi 
GOD ibrclaw would plunge themfeives into 
m woful Condition; Juftice pleading for their 
JJeftru&ion, Abrcy pleading for their Salvation > 
yv/licecria out the Sinner has violated the Law, 
fr ato e ikd. • Jgaiaft iieavta > trampled . upaa 
-. . GoodAeli^ 
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Goodriefs, *nd injured me, and fmuft an£ 
be latisfied, to Hell the Sinner mult go, 
lufter tfe Vcifcance of eterral Fire, 
true, fays Mercy* I acknowledge the Chs 
juft, Man hath by his Sin greatly wronged tl 
and purged himfelf into a miferable Stij 
1 aid Condiricn, but if he be damned what 
become of me, how ir.uft I be glorified ? 
Angels firmed and fell, and' I was not glorii 
by their Redemption, there was no Mercy 
them but Wrath and Vengeance , and if 
fall ajSacnr.ce to Juftice, 1 fhaUbe buried 
Oljcutity and Oblivhn* 

N?, lays infinite Wifdomj I have found 
Way ^>r your Reconciliation, whereby you 
meet together in a fweet Harmony; I 
found out iuch a way whereby Juftkt (hall 
- Satisfied by the Sacrifice of the Son of GO 
in the loom and ftead of poor Sinners^ 
The utmoft Farthing fhall be paid 
it, a more compleat and plenary oatisi 
tion than ever Man could have made, 
he iuffered'to Eternity, and by this meat 
Ajtrey ihall be glorified in* the full and 
.pardon of Sinners ; and how was this, but 
CHRIS Ts becoming our Righteoufnefs. Hi 
Sinners been faved without Satisfaction, jfuftic 
had been wronged, and had the. Sinner hi] 
ielf been tht Sacrifice^ Mercy could not havebeCi 
diiplaycd ; I ut now by this Righteoufnefs 
CHR 1ST, Juftice is paid in its Severities 
and Mercy plea&'d in its Indulgences. Tho 

JHercy and Truth axe met togc|jier * Righw- 



fttefs and P&di have kiflcd eacK otfier^ Pfat; 

io. Here we have the wonderful Contri- 

oce of infinite Wifiom, whereby a blefled 

rmooy is procured among che Attributes 

Pfcrfe&ions of GOD* which could have 

n done no other way then by this Righ-. 

fs of Chrift. 

arn by what way and Means we come 
bejuftified in the Sight of GOD, it is by 
|H K. I ST's Obedience in his Life and Death; 
|p& by which he fulfilled the Law 's Righte- 
kifnels, whereby we are juflified. The Iran* 
fat ion of pur Sins to, and their being laid up-* 
|D CHRIST, was held out evidently b/ 
pme Sacrifices under the Law^ wherein by con- 
ing their Sins with their Hands laid upoil 
, Head of the Sacrifice* the Offenders pa(-» 
over their Offence before they could be di& 
Surged J and this leads us to CHRIST* 
jpr pur JuJiijScation : Becaufe our Sins are 
Wmtfiatei from us to him before! we can be 
Righteous } and in the fame tfenfe that he 
%is made Sih in the very lame fenfe, we are 
ade Righteous ; now he was made Sin for us 
imputation and not by lnfufion ; he had no 
in him* nor did he any Sin, but our Sins 
ere laid upon him, and reckoned to him, and 
jp his Righteouinefs is ours by Imputation ; it 
rS not a Righteouinefs in us, but a Righteouf* 
6(s put upon lis whereby we are juftified, 
•2ek. i($« 14. Thy Beauty was perfeti through my 
metinefs which I had put upon thee faith the Lord God* 
I j. Learn what Ground and Foundation 

u F * hcra 
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is for the Chriftian's Confotatton and*?* 

timph under the greateft Affli&ions, yea^ in 

Hour of Death. There is ground of €omfirt' 

and Confoiation for poor diftrefled Souls- Ar* 

your Confciences perplexed with the guilt rf 

Sin ? Here is a Righteoufnefs whereby yo^ 

are juftified, and fan&ified, which is fufficientf 

to create Peace and Quiet of Confcience, Rom. J., 

X Therefore being jnfitfied by Faith, we have Petri 

^ith G O D through our Lord Jefus Chrift* Chi " 

is firft King of Righteoufnels, atid then Ki 

exf Peace. Are you troubled and perplexed 

bout the weaknefs of your Grace, as well 

for the Strength of your Sim ? Fly to 1 

SanSuary the Righteoufnefs of C H R IS T 

this cannot only cover your 5i*r, but alfo t 

Imperfe&ion of your Graces : For it is fuch 

Righteoufnefs as fatisfies all the Demands 

G O D's Juftice, and nothing lefs can fad 

Conscience ; here is a Righteoufnefs too h 

for all your Sins, Rom. y. 20, 11. tVhefe 

abounded Grace did much more abound : That 

Sin hath reigned unto Death, evenfo might G\ 

reign through Righteoufnefs , unto eternal Life 

' Jefus Chrifi our Lord. 

O then let the troubled Confcience fly fi 
the Sin that purfues it, to this fecure Ri^ 
teoufnefs : It is only this Righteoufnefs ma 
.yours c that can fcatteryour Fears, and anfi 
your Scruples, Joh. 14. 1. If t not your Heart 
troubled : Ye believe in God believe alfo in me. 

Here's ground alfo for Triumph over allE 
pries, within and without, whatever Charge 
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ad againft you by Sin, Satan, and thfe World, 1 
*avr, or Juftice, under Affli&ions, or upon a 
Lying Bed, you may anfwer them all with this 
iighteoufnefs. »The Apoftle Paul did fo, Ron> 
L'JJ, 34. Who /ball lay any thing to. the charge of 
7od's EleSi t It is God that juftifietb : who is be 
\hat .condemneth ? It is Cbrifi that died, yea rar 
\ker % that p rifm again, who is even at the right 
JSand of God, who alfo maketh Interceflicn for us. 
CHRIS T having paid your Debt, and pro- 
cured your Releafe> who is he that can, nay, 
dare lay any thing to your Charge fo as to de- 
inand the Debt over again. 

II. life by way of Exhortation, t»be exhor- 
ted. 

I. To difclaim and difown, all iligfiteoufn efs 
t>f your own in point ot Juftification • For 
rthere is noftanding before GOD in our own 
Hiehteoufnefs. The moft eminent Saints of 
GQD in all Ages have utterly d'i [claimed and 
difowned their own perfonal Obedience in the 
p oi»t of Juftification. They durft not place 
(confidence in the beft of their Duties and Per- 
formances, as knowing that all ifyeir good 
Works through the whole Courfe of their Lives* 
tho* they have been never fo aftive for G O D, 
.tod ufeful in their Generation, yet all could 
not be a fufficient Righteoufnefs to* appear 
before GODin Job j>. 20. If lyufiifii my }elf 
my own Mouth {hall condemn tnei % I fay L am 
perfetly it /ball alfo prove me perverfo Again 
Chap. 42. 6% / abhor my fetf in Dufi and Afkes 1 
JJocwxthftanding. . all his glittering mral Vir- 

V 1 tuts* 
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pies y and alt his beft Performances, fie 
cd and abhorred himfelf, and yet bytl 
Teftimony of GOD, there yvas no% h\$ ecji 
jdpon Earth. ' 

bo David a Man after Q O D's qwb Heii 
Vrho fulfilled all the Will of GOD, cries c 
If thou Lord-, Jbou/defl mark Liiqutties : O Lori\ 
f)all ft and f But there is forgivenejs with thee :tl 
thou mayeft be feared, Pial. i\o. 5. 4, And B 
uiel a Man of lingular Integrity, a Man great 
ly beloved of QOI), yet renounced* all &'' 
Tighteoufneft, and defircs to be heard and 
cepted for the LOR D's Sake, i. e. the 
*jfefus Chtifl's Sake, Dan. 9. 17. ver. 18. 
%ve do not 'frefent our Supplications fcjore tbet t 
PUT Righte^ufnefs, but j or thy great Mercies, h 
*lib who had as much to t>oaft of, and glory 
$s any other (Perfon,^ yet renounceth all 
point of Juftificaticn, Phil 3. 7, 8. But 1 
things were gain to me, tlnfe J counted lofs 
Chrifi, yea, doubt hfs and I aunt alt things hut 
for the Ex' ellency of the Knowledge of Chrift J 
my Lord : For whom J nave fuffered the hfs if . . 
things, and do Ctunt them but dung that Imayvk 
Chttfl. What did he count Lois ' Not oni" 
the Evil thut he had done, but the Good he hi 
done J all his Duties, Privtledges and Perform* 
%es s yea, he counted them but Dung that h 
might win CHRIST. Our own PerfortnM*] 
ties are to be eiteemed Gold in San&ificatkq 
t>u| Dung to be abhorred in Juftification * hear- 
ing, reading, praying, Meditation, Alms-gif 
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t good In Sanftification, but they arc of Q$ 
Jue in point of Juftificatioa- 
Take up al| Duties in point of Performance! 
HE lay them all down in point of Dependence % 
xr tbo J you fhould live in the neareft Confor- 
ity to the Law, yet there would be fomo 
aful mixtures, in the mod fpiritual Duties, 
hich would be enough to condemn you with- 
(it the Righteoufnels of CHRIST. 
£• Take heed of mixing and joining any thing 
f your own with the Righteoufnels of Chrift 
ir your Juftificationt Tho J fome are not fo 
tmkle as to difrlaim all their own Righteoufc 
rfs, nor fo confident as to fay their own Ads; 
irir Faith. Repentance and Obedience, is their 
pangelical Righteoufnefs, yet they would make 
mixture ot their own and the Righteoqfhefs 
\C HRIS7 together, i. e. they muft do whac 
ley can, and C HR I Si make out the reft ; 
hat elfe is the meaning of fuch Expreffions 
\ thcfe^C/y/l/SThath made GOD re- 
mcitfg, that he hath rendred the Salvation of 
lep poflihle, &c, 

And hence ic is that fo many poor Creatures 
* tugging at the Task of Repentance, -Reform- 
ation and Obedience, thinking thereby to fa- 
tfy Q Q -P for what they have done amifs, a€ 
they could recompence GOD or make nlm 
aends for their Offences But let me tell thee 
nx\ x there is no covering wijl either proteSi 
e^ fr° m the wrath of G Q D, or prefent thee 
d thy Duties acceptable with GOD, but this 
ghtcouffleft, Shouidcft thou make up a Co- 

yering 
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▼ering of the finefl Duties or Wo^ks-oF^ 
oufneis that ever was Spun by the finefl 1 
fee in the World ; it would prove a .flj 
Covering which would have thee naked an 
pofed to the Shame of Angels and Men , 
yjet.fu.ch is the Ignorance and Corruption at r fl 
Nature,, that he is loth to fubmit to any 
.Highteoufnefs but what is of his own woi 
cither in whole or in part, Rom. 10. 3. 
they being ignorant of GO D's Righteou 
and g^ing about to eftablifh their own Ri 
ouinels, have not fubmitted themfelves t« 
Righceoufnefs of GOD. 

j. IsCHRISTthc LORD our 1 
teoufnefs, then let* us make it theSubjed< 
Plea before G O L y and our glorifying I 
the World, Pfal. 71. 15. 16. My Moutl 
Jbew forth thy Righterufnefs^ I will go i 
Strength of the Lord God 9 / will make men 
thy Rigbteoufnefs, even of thine only % i. €• in 1 
of Prayer and Praife. 

And whai have we to tb, rejoice in f 0: 

of, but this R ighteoufnefs only. Thisw 

to be th« Frame of all the Jfr'ael of G O I 

.45. 24* 2$. Surely (hall one fay in the Lon 

I Righteoufnefs and Strength : In the Lord (bt 

the Seed of If rati be juftifeed, and fhall glory 

lee the Faith of Believers Triumphs and l 

in it,.. If a. 61.10. I will greatly rejoice iutht 

my SoulJ&aS be joyful in my God ; for be hath 1 

td ttM with the Garment of Salvation* He h 

vered me with a Robe of Righteoujnefs as a 

. gmm dutetb bimf elf with Ornomm^ and as t 

' % ". ~~~ ' a 
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se it rs that I defirfe to reft, and here Woula 
•hour you all to reft for Juftification, an4 
faition* And 9 

4. Notwithftanding all thai hath been faid» 
fcould earaeftly preis upon you the praSike of 
iiuefs : For tho* GOD «SBpt it not from 
b in order to your Juftif icatiom yet ir is ne- 
rary in order to glorify G O D, teftify your 
vc and Gratitude to him, edify your Brer 
ten, and dilcover your Juftihcation to yout 
ires, and others. 

Great Afpertions and Calumnies nve cnft up* 
this Do&rine, as if ic tended to make Men 
ele/s^ looJe y and profane, and as if it opened 
wide Door to all Licentioui'neis, and cue 
t Sinews of all P ; ety and Godlinefs : There- 
re would I in treat you to be more ftrifl^ 
a£fc> holy and obedient in your Courfe, that 
m may live down all thefe Scandals, that yotfr 
roverfations may be a vifible Confutation of 
«m. [ 

Tho' CHRIST be our Righteoufneft, 
iving obeyed the Law in our dead, yet let none 
include we have nothing to do, are under no 
>b!igation to obey, have a care of turning 
le Grace of GOD into lafcivioufnefs. I 
siow it is very natural for us to catch at a- 
iy thing that may tend to the gratifying of the 
?ie(h, and the eating of us as to the luppofed 
everity of an obedient Courfe, but #» have a 
are of drawing this Confequencetrom this Doc* 
One. but labour to be found com pie a c in all the 

.Will of 
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7 GOD, that it itt*y "bfe fcid "d^Stf 

aid of Zackarias fend Elizabeth*, they we 

~ighteou$ before GOt), walking in , 

nhmabdments and Ordinances of the 

lamelefSj Luke i. 6> Let your Conve 

\e as becotqeth the Gofpel* adorn the D 

fit GOD youijjSavidur in all things. 

«evef intended to exempt you from Obc 

Its it is your Duty, but as it is a Condit 

*he Covenant of Works : Therefore Jal 

he holy in all manner of Co river fat ion, s 

your Light fo fhine before Men, thai 

veing your good Works, may glorifie yo 

: ther which is in Heaven, and have your 

verfation honed among the Gentiles ^ that \ 

'4K they lpeak evil again ft you as evil Doer 

TOay by your good Works which they flu 

hold, glorifie GODin the Day of Vifits 

-And be lure with all Diligence to add t< 

Faith Virtue, &c. and thereby let the Ei 

erf C H R I S T and Grace know that y< 

hor the thoughts of continuing in Sir 

Grace may abound ; and tvhatfoever i 

are true, whatfoever things are honeft, wh 

ver things are juft, whatfoever things are 

1/vhatfoever things are lovely, whatfoever 

are of good report* if there be any Virtu 

if there be any praife, think on to pr 

thefe things, and fo be ftedfaft, unmov 

always abounding in the work af the iLor 

knowing that tho* your Labour cannot be 

gaviour* yet it lhall not be in vain in the , 

i i # s & 
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SERMON 

Preached at Hal if ax, July $d 9 1770, 
At the Ordination 

OF THE 

Rev, Bruin Romcas Comingoe. 

To the Dutch Calvaniftic Prefby- 
terian Congregation at Lunen- 
burg, 

-By JOHN SECCOMBE, 

of Ckejler, A. M. 

Being the Firft preached in the Province t f No- 
*va~Sc§tia 9 on fuch an Occafion. 

To which is added 
An APPENDIX. 
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We find no Evil in this Man : but if a Spirit or an \u* 
Angel hath fpoken to him, let us not fight jj 
againft GOD. A3 z$. 9. 

I have appear'd unto thee to make thee aMinifter. 

An 26. 16 

Would GOD, that all the Lords People were Pro- 
phets, and that the Lord would put his Spirit 
upon them. Num. n, 29. 
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To 
LACHY SALTER, Efcy 

Dear Sir, 



TITH Pleafure we embrace 
Y this favourable Opportunity 
lure you, that we have long 

the joyful Obfervers of that 

, which yoa^iKflftj, manifefted 
:very proper/ Oc'ea&n to ad- 
e the Interefti of xeligion in 
tntant Colonjjijan^'in particu- 
ir thofe prudenf and vigorous 
"ures you have taken, and ftill 
le, to obtain and eftablilh a 
i for the Support of filch 
ntingMinifters in this Province, 
ind in Need of Affiftance. 

r e alio beg Leave, on this hap- 
)ccafion, to return our grate- 
ful 
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ful Acknowledgments to thofe cha- 
ritable Perfons in Boflon y whofe \ax<e 
Bounty afforded us a very feafon- 
able Relief; and to you, Sir, for 
your judicious Advice in the Diftri- 
bution of the fame. 
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The enfuing Sermon, and the 
Proceedings in the following Ordi- 
nation, being the firft Efforts of the /J 
Kind to promote the Proteftanf I. 
Dijfenting Inter eft in this Province^ 
we prefume, as a Token of oar* 
Efteem, to infcribe the fame to ycfti.- 
We are, very refpe&fully, Dear Sir^{ 
in Behalf of the Diflenting Minifter* 
in Nova-Scotia y 

Your moil humble 
and obliged Servants, 

JOHN SECCOMBE, 
JAMES LYON. 



PREFACE. 

S the Publication of the enfu- 
^. ing plain Difcourfe, with the 
>endix annexed, was judged ex- 
ent, in order to prevent MiC- 
efentations of the Tranfa&ions 
lis Day, and from an Appre- 
ion of its Tendency to promote 
[ntereft of the Redeemer's King- 
i, I have been prevail'd upon, 
' the Importunity of Minifters 
others, to pubUih the fame. 
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An Ordination 
8 E R M O <N< 

JOHN 21. 15. 16. 

JESUS faid to Simon Peter, Simon Son 
of Jonas, lovejlthou me more than thefet 
fie faith unto him, yea. Lord; thou knoweji 
that I love thee. He faith unto him, feed 
my Lambs. 

He faith to him again thefecond Time, Shnon 7 
Son of Jonas 9 lovejt thou me ? He faith 
unto him % yea, Lord; thou knoweji that I 
kve thee. He faith unto him feed my Sheep. 

K^$i?P*j UR Lord Jesus Christ, that 

WW WW & ezx - Shepherd of the Sheep* 
1^4 ° jgfa defirous or confirming his Dif- 

ciples in the Belief of his Refur- 
reAion from the Dead, (upon 
the Truth and Certainty whereof depended 
sjl their Hopes of Salvation) was plealed, a£ 
tecfeveraj other Appearances to them in ]$» t 

A rufatem, 





CO 

ft 

rufalem, to ftiew himfelf again in Galilee, 
where he had appointed to meet them, and 
found them employed in fifhing. Mat. 28. 10. 
But they having caught nothing the preceed- 
ing Night, our Saviour was pleafed in a mira* 
culous Way to make JYovifion for them, and 
did probably eat and drink with them, not 
to fatisfy his Hunger, but to confirm the 
Truth of his Refurredtion. (a) 

So when they had dined,] q(us faith unto Simon 
Peter, Simon Son of Jonas love/i thou me more than 
thefet That is, more than thyNets; than thy 
Filh; than thy Friends that are here about thee ; 
more than the reft of my Difciples love me? 
For fo he had profeffed, when he told our 
Saviour, " tho* all Men fhould be offended 
4< becaufc of thee, yet I will never be of* 
" fended/' 



Hereupon he modeftly aflerts the Truth 
and Sincerity, not the Degree of his Lovcw 
JLord, thou knowefi that I love thee $ &c. 

In the Words of my Text we may take 
Notice more cfpecially of thefc three Things, 
viz 

1 ft- The 

.• (#) John ai. tz. 13. 14, 



(3) 

I ft. The Perfon fpokenof: and that is 
Simon Peter, a Servant and an Apoftle of 
Jesus Christ: one commiflioned by him. 
to preach the Gofpel. (b) 

2d. The Teftimony of his own Confcience, 
concerning his Love to his Lord and Mafter. 
He appeals to Chrift for the Truth of it; 
Lord thou knowejt that I lo*oe thee. The Love 
of God was nowjhed abroad in his Heart by 
the Holy Ghoft which was given unto him. (c) 

3d. Chrift's Approbation of him, relative 
to the Work of the Miniftry, and Encour- 
agement to a due Lifcharge of it, from the 
Cbnfidcra'ion of this Love ; this divine Prin- 
ciple implanted in him; which includes a re- 
generating Change, a Being lorn of the Spirit , 
and being made a Partaker of the Divine 
Nature. The Apoftle having thus aflerted 
his Love, Chrift hereupon faith unto him, 
Feed my Lambs. Feed my Sheep. 

In which Words, I conceive, an implicit 
Intimation of the Excellency and great Nc- 
ceflity of fan&ifying Grace, in thofe who are 
employed in the . Work of the Miniftry ; ias 
they are thereby beft qualified to feed the 
* Sheep 

>l 1 1 ——————— nn » 11 11 rt 

(J) a. Pet. 1. 1. (c) Rem. 5. 5. 
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Sheep and Lambs of Chrift, and teach others 
the Do&rines of Grace. Therefore, as Mr. 
Henry obferves, "Before Chrift would com- 
" mit his Sheep to Simon Peter's Care, he 
u afked him, loveft thou me ? Thofc that do 
" not love Chrift will never truely love the 
cc Souls of Men, nor will naturally care for 
cc their State as they fhould ; nor will that 
<c Minifter love his Work that doth not Iovq 
" his Mafter. 

The Dodirinal Truth, which I ftiall take 
under Confideration at^ this Time is this, 
namely, 

That it is a great Advantage unto, and a 
very neceflary Qualification for (uch as are 
imployed in theWork of the Gofpel Minit 
try, that they be endowed with fandtf- 
fying Grace; a principle q£ Love to Chrift. 

This Do&rine I ihall atterppt to illuftrate 
briefly, and with great Plaintiffs, under the== 
following Propositions, viz* 

i ft. 'Tis the Will of God, that there- 
ftiould be an Order of Men to preacji the^ 
Word, and cany on the Work of the GofpeL 

Miniftry. 

2d. Some 
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id. Some are callcjd unto, and employed 
in this Work. 

3d. It is a great Advantage unto, and a 
aeceflary Qualification for fuch Men to be 
endowed with fan&ifying Grace ; that they 
lincerely love the Lord Jefus Chrift. 

1. It is the Will of God titer e Jhould be 
an Order of Men to preach the Word 9 and 
carry on the Work of the Gofpel Miniftry. 
Preaching the Word is one fpecial Part of 
the Minifterial Work, This was the Buflnefs 
of the Apoftles, and for which they were fe- 
parated by that Commiffion and Command 
of our Lord. * Go ye therefore and teach all 
1 Nation^ ; &c (d) Or that c Go ye into all 
1 the World, and preach the Gofpel to every 
c Creature/ (e) And this is the Office and 
JJufinefs of the ordinary Minifters of the Gof- 
pel: and to be continued to the End of the 
World; as we learn from thofe Words of 
our Saviour, * Lo I am with you alway even 
c unto the End of the World/ (J) That is, 
not only his Apoftles, but with all his Mi- 
nifters fuccefllvely, v whom God iphall qualify, 
and call to the Wgpk of the Mf&ftry begun 
in them. '' ^ ; 

2. Some 




** 



[ft Mat. 28. 19. (*) Mark 16. 15. (/) Mat. 28. 20. 
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2. Some ate called tato and employed In 
the Work of the Gofpel Miniftry. 

Here I fhiall fay fomething concerning a 
Miniiter's Call to this Work. 

Now, as Divines obfervc ; to the due Con- 
ftitution of a Minifter, there is requifite a two* 
fold Call 

« 

Firft, He muft have an itmzrd Call, which 
confifts both in Gifts of the Holy Spirit, and 
aUb in the Inclination of his Will to ufe them 
for God's Glory in this holy Adminiftration. 

In the ordaining of Deacons in the eftab- 
Hilled Church, the Queflion is afked, " Do 
you truft that you are inwardly moved by 
the Holy Ghoft to take upon you this Of- 
fice and / Adminiftration C The true 
Meaning of this Queftion, faith the learned 
Bifhop Burnet is this, namely, " That the 
1 c Motives that ought to determine a Man to 
<c dedicate himfelf to the miniftring in the 
u Church, are a Zeal for promoting the Glory 
" of God, for railing the Honour of the 
" Chriftian Religion ; fort he making it to be 
<* better underftood, ana more fuhmitted to, 
" &c*" And where fuch a Temper of Mind 
and holy Difpofitions of Sod are found, it 

TOKf 
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may be truely faid, fuch are called $f God. 

But, " Secondly. Aa he muft have an In* 
u ward Call in the Gifts of the Spirit of God* 
" fo likewife he muft have an outward Call 
by a folemn Seperation of him to his Work* 
thro 9 the Impontion of Hands. It is thi* 
gives him the miniftciSal Power, and in** 
vefts him with Authority to difpenfe the 
Ordinances of Jefus Chrift, as an Officer 
and Minifter of the Gofpel. 

3. That it is a great Advantage unto, an<£ 
a very neceflary Qualification Tor Minifter* 
of the Gofpet to be endowed with fandtify* 
ing Grace ; or* that they have in them a 
Principal of Love to Chrift. 

Here I am briefly to obferve and flfiew, of 
what fpccial Advantage it is to Minifters tor 
have an experimental Knowledge of a Work 
of divine Grace in their own Hearts; aPrin^ 
ciple of Love to Chrift* 

And 'tis of fpecial Advantage to Mihifters 
themfelves, and their Hearers. 

t* SanftifyingGracQ i$. abfqlutdy neceflary,' 
in order to the Salvation of their own Souls. 

Hence. 
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Hence onr Saviour tells Nicodemus. (a Maf* 
ter and Teacher in Ifrael) that unlefs c he 
* were born of the Spirit, he could not enter 
c into the Kingdom of God/ (g) It is more- 
Over, a great Benefit to them with Refpedt tot 
the Work of the Miniftry, which they have 
undertaken, and that Spirit and Difpofition of 
Soul with which it is to Tbe performed. As to 
the Work itfelf, it confifts principally in thefe 
Things. He is to pray for and with his Flock. 
He is to feed the Hock ; the Sheep and the 
Lambs, with wholefome Food; giving to 
every one Meat in due Seafon : and to preach 
the unfearchable Riches of Chrift. 

He is to inftru6l by catechifing. To rule 
over the Flock as a Paftor ; and adminifter 
the Sacraments of the new Teftament ; Bap- 
tifm and the Lords Supper. And finally, to 
be an good Example to the Flock in Word, 
in Converfation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, 
in Purity. Now, to render this an accep- 
table Service in Minifters, 'tis requifite, they 
fervc God in this Work with their Spirits, as 
did the Apoftle Paul, (h) God is my Witnefs, 
whom I ferve with my Spirit in the Gofpel of 
his Son. (That is) with his Heart and Soul, 

with 

(h) Rqm. i. 9. (f) John 3, 5. 
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■ *" 

With all the Powers of the inward Man ; 
Avith a fincere and willing Mind and Upright 
Intentions; fincerely aiming at tjie Glory of 
God, the Honour of the Redeemer, the Ad- 
vancement of his Kingdom in the Conver- 
sion of Sinners, and the Salvationtof precious 
Souls : the Love of Chrift constraining here- 
unto. (/) 

But how can a Man do thefe Things with 
fuch an excellent Spirit ; if he be not born of 
God, and die Love of God dwelleth not in 
him! Not having the Spirit of Chrift he is 
none of his, and being in the Flefh cannot 
pleafe God. 

And thus the great Neceffity offan&ifying 
Grace may be argued from the Nature of the 
Work itfelf, and that Spirit and Temper of 
Mind requifite to an acceptable Difcharge of 
the Sacred Fun&ion. 

Moreover, fan<5fcifying Grace is of great 
Service to Minifters, as it renders them more 
capable of promoting the noble Ends of that 
holy Calling, viz. the Glory of God, and 
Salvation ofSouls. 

•To 

(/) ?. Cor. 5/14. ^ 
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To inftance in a few Particulars; 

1. Experimental Religion, or Acquain- 
tance with the Truth and Power of fa notify- 
ing Grace wonderfully excites and engages 
Minifters to the utmoft of their Power iii 
teaching others what they themfelves have 
feen and heard ; as Peter and John declare 
they were excited to do. A6t 4. 20. 

2. The Spirit of the Lord gives them cour- 
age to difpenfe the Word of the Lord faith" 
fully. A<5ts4. 13. and 28. 31. Rom. 1. 15. 16. 

3. Such are more likely to be kept found in 
the Faith. 1. John 2. 20, 27. 

4. They are hereby f urnifhed with a di- 
vine Skill of fpecial Application in particular 
Cafes ; to comfort Godly Men ; to {peak a 
Word in Seafon to him that is weary; and to 
comfort others by the Comfort wherewith they 
themfelves are comforted of God. Jfa. ,50. 4. 
2. Cor. 1. 4. Job. 33. 22, 23, 24. 

5. They are more able to direct Men in 
the Way toChrift. A&6 16. 17. 

6. They are more able to difHnguifli betweena 
falfe and a true Workof the Spirit, and to know 
thcStateoftheirFlock. 1. CQT.2,i2,toxhe End 



7» Experimental Religion fits and difpofes 
tMinifter to be a ihinning Example of Piety 
a the Flock arid fo not only to preach faith- 
(idly, but to give a living Tranfcript of it in his 
Life: and confeauently, is more likely to win 
fouls to Chrift. (Math^. i6 e Tit 2. 11,12.) 
. Tim. 4. i2> 16. 

• Some having not arrived at the Reliih of 
the Doctrines, of Grace, do fupprefs them 
in their preaching, and are altogether onMor* 
ality.— If any are^onvened under their Mi- 
niftry , (which very rarely happens) it is 
very ufual that they are forced to defert it, 
to find richer and fweeter Pafture for their 
Souls! 1 , "As new born Babes defiring the 

* fiijcere Milk of the Word, that they may 

* hereby grow in Grace and in the Khow- 
lc ledge of our Lord and Saviotir Jefu* Chrift.* 
1. Pfet. il 1. 2. Pet. 3. 18. " For what is 
14 th^ Chaff to the Wheat? Saith the Lord." 
Jen 23. 28* 

■ 

Finally : The great Advantage and Be- 
ji^fit bf a converted Miniftry may be further 
ug^'from the fpecial Succtfs ufually attend* 

B >g 
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ing their Labours, above thofe of other Men. 

It is commonly obferved, that God tao/i 
ufuolly owns and crowns the Labourers of 
fuch with Suecefs* Thofe whom he makes 
Wife unto Salvation, he makes wife to win 
Souls ; and turn many to Righteoufnefs. 

I night have enlarged on all thefePartkulars, 
But the naming them may fuffice, with what 
has been offered, for evincing the Propofi- 
dons under Confideratbzu 

It remains then, that I improve and apply 
thefe Truths, fuitably to the prdfem OcCafion, 
and Ciicumftances of my Hearers. 

And from what has been faid we learn, 

i. That a Godly Minifter is a very g^eat 
Bleffing to a People. 

A$fuch,God has promifed to give P afters ac- 
cording to his Heart, who Jbau feed hs People 
with Knowledge and Underftanding {%). . And 
he is furnifhing and fending forth fuch from 
/TimetoTime for the Work of thcMixufhy (in). 
in Companion to the Souls of Men, tl^tthey 
may not be as Sheep having no Shepherd (n)» 

That 
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(i) Jer. 5. 15.— (**) Eph. 4. S» 11, 12, 1%, 14. 
(«) Mat. 9. 36. a. Catch. 36. 15. 
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2* That it muft needs be a heavy Judgment 
of God upon a People* when, in the Con- 
duct of his holy, juft, and wife Providence, 
he permits then! to chufe and fettle an unrc- 
generate Miniftcr, 

Thofe who are tinder the Condufl of fuch 
an unexperienced Miniftef are in great Dan- 
ger of lofing thdir Souk If the Blind lead 
the Blind, both will fall into the Ditch (0). 
Altho* fandlifying Grace be not abfolutety ne- 
ceflary to the Validity of a Minister's Call* 
yet it is one of the beft experimental Accom- 
plifhments for the Work* 1 would notbe un- 
derftood to cry down huniah Learning, or o* 
ther neceflary Endowments and Qualificati- 
ons of a Gofpel Minifterj as if nothing, but 
- Grace was neceflary to fit Men for this fa* 
cred Employment, " Yet ftill this muft |)e 
" granted, that without a faving Acquaint 
u tancS with Jesus Christ, all the Endow* 
M ments of Nature and Art, in a great Mea- 
c * fure lofe their Ufefulnefs 1 arid he that has 
" them all in the higheft Degree, without 
* c Grace, lacketh one Thing j nay, is really 
% u deftitute of the higheft, beft, and moft no* 
' ** ceflary Qualification of a Gofpel Miriifter.* 

Nothing 



*4^m*Mmm+**m+mmL* 



(*)'Mat. 15. 14. 
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Nothing can fupply the want of Grace. 
iTtiey who are not taught themielves the 
Truth, as it is in Jefus, cannot be fit to teach 
others. All the ufeful Learning, with which 
Men can be furnifhed is, (as one well expref- 
fes it) but like the laying a Ground of fome 
meaner Colour, which afterwards is defigned 
to be overlaid with Gold. Grace is the Gold 
and Silver, without which all Acquirements, 
tho* in themfelves highly valuable are com- 
paratively but as Hay and Stubble. They 
who are Paftors after God's Heart muft be 
furnifhed with his own Spirit : Ornamented 
with theFruits andGraces of the Spirit: Which 
inward adorning is in the Sight of God of great 
Price. There may be a Refemblance of 
thefe Things in fome Men, who^are yet real- 
ly dcftitute of them. 

And. whatever Refemblance of Meekneis, 
Temperance, Self-denial, Hofpitality, JLove 
lo good Men, &q* may appear in the moft 
refined Perfon while ungenerate, "It is but 
c< a meer Shadow: And as different in its 
cc Nature from thefe divine Virtue "as they 
* are found in a gracious renewed j^Jeaft ana 
f * Life, as Apples or Grapes of Wax-work 
" are different from the natural Fruit of the 

? Vine, 
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" Vine or Tree. He is at beft, but a Wolf 
" in Sheeps Qoathing; or rather, the very 
«* Picture of the Devil in Samuel's Mantle. 

And where thefe neceflary Qualifications 
are wanting ; and Men wretchedly ignbraftt 
of the Principles of the ChriiHan Religion, 
nay, tainted with pernicious Errors: ahddf 
notorioufly wicked and profligate lives, are 
put into the Miniftry, tho* by an Epifcopat 
Ordination, they were never authorifed by 
Chrift to teach and rule in his Church ; m& 
are fuch capable of anfwering the great Ends 
of their Office. And therefore lays God, of 
fuch Teachers, they (hall hot profit mf 
People at all (J>) We may hence feof hat* 
much greater Importance it is, what the Qua- 
lifications of a Teacher in die Church are, 
than by whomho is inverted in his Office. " . 

And that my Hearers may not imagine 
thefe to be the Sentiments only of rigid puri- 
tanical Diffenters, I will give the Opirtiori of 
two very eminent Prelates of the eftatdHhed 
Church. ■■ l -_ • 

', God may feed his People (fays Bifhop Hop- 

Xf) J«r. *$. ja. 
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tins,) as he did Elijah, by a Raven ; an4 
make a cold Breath kindle the Sparks of Graces 
in the Hearts of others, and blow it up into 
a Flame. But yet it is far more comfortable 
»nd profitable to the People to fit under a Mh« 
nifter, who fhall go before them in Example 
as well as in DcxStrine ; fuch a one who fpeaks 
from his Heart is mojl likely to fpeak unto it; 
and having himfelf experienced the Way of 
Holinefs, can more favourily recommend 
them to the Acceptation of his Flock* 

And, fays Bifhop Bull, the Vrlejt that is 
»ot cloathed with Rightcoufhefs thp' other-. 
wife richly adorned with all the Ornaments of 
humane and divine Literature, and thole guild* 
cd over with the Rays of a Seraphic rrudence 
and Sagacity, is yet but a naked, beggarly, 
defpicaWe Creature 5 of no UJe qr $ervif( W 

the Church of God* 

The unholy Teacher, let hijn preach ever 
fa well, difcourfeth to little Purpofe. There 
will be no Life in his Dodtrine, becaufefys 
Life isfo deftitute of the Spirit of Holinefs; he 
will fooner danyi his own$oul, thanfeveany 
Man's clfe, (y) A 

m An* 
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ty) Companion for the Candidate* of holy Or4on, 
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And now, from thefc Confiderations I 
think it appears a heavy Judgment of God 
upon a People, when, in the Condu& of his 
holy, juft and all wife Providence, he pe r - 
mits them to chufe and fettle fuch as Paftors 
and Teachers in the Church. 

Surely then, there can be no Deprecation 
in the Litany a more oeceffary than this, viz. 
From ungenerote Mimfters, good Lord deliver 

*.■■•■'?" 

• 

3. We* hence learn who are beft qualified for "" 
the Work of the Gofpel Miniftry, viz. Such: 
stf are endowed With the Gifts and Graces of 

God's holy Spitfc; 

Gifts without Grape will not do : they muft 
go together. Though I /peak with the Tongues 
of Men, and of Angels* and have not Otarity 
I am teconlk^ Jffoun&ng/B'rafs, or a tinkling 
0mbal. AndWfh^the Gift of Prophecy % 
and MnderftthlS^ffi and all Know- 

k4gti ^thi^\J^h^- k attFmth 9 fo.ihalI m 
ccimrtvwbe imMd^ y dhd have no Charity, 
{ah nothing* And though I be flow all raa" 

UooQ ttfetf qflg*** ct& ijifiugh 1 give fa 

Body 
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Body to be burned, and have not Charity it pro- 
fiuth me nothing, (s) 

« • 

As God hath a Church in the World, a- 
gainft which the Gates of Hell fhall not pre- 
vail ; fo he continues to qualify thofe whom 
lie fees fit to employ, in preaching ths 
cverlafting Gofpel, for the perfecting o c the 
Saints, for the edyfying of the Body or Chrift, 
&c (t). It is well obferved, xGoi lutix not 
thought fit to fend his Gofpel to us by the Mi- 
ziiftry of Angels, but in great Wifdom hath 
committed the Difpenfation of it to* Men, u 
frail finful Men, to Men of the like Corrup- 
tions and Paflions with their fellow Creatures: 
yet can preach the Word more experimentally 
than could be done by Creatures of any other 
Order. * 



ForMInifters being of the fame Frame and 
Conftitution, and under the fame common 
Circumftances with other Men ; they Jfeel ths 
fame workings of the Spirit of God within 
them: they meet with the fame Sabres, *?^ 
are in all Tings tempted as qtheir Men ; have 
the fame failings, Infinities* aacl Ij^pfix^ti- 
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ens, and are to have the fame Work q& 
Grace wrought upon them; andfb ajje broyghj 
into a converted and faying State after thq 
&me Manner that other Men ajre, i\n$4ti% 
xnuft give great Advantage to their preadjing^ 
and wonderfully enable them to adopt and 
to accomodate their Difcourfes to the Qrcuoi- 
fiances of their Hearers. ^ •"*■'» 

And on this Account it is juflly afttrnwdt 
That a good experienced. Chrtfian eijdpwe4 
with th$ ordinary mimfier^ Gifts* is bettejg 
qualified for a rreachsr to finful Men,, than 
an A>gel from Heaven : For altho* we muft 
allow Ange|s to be' Creatures of much greater 
Sagacity and Wifdom than Men, yet they 
have never experienced the Workings of a, 
corrupt Nature within j they neve* ^new what 
it was to endure the diviqgDefcrtioi), or have 

the Light of God's Countenance hid from 
them* Uc. 

' ■ • •• /■ f* / • y 

And therefore can't be fuppofed to fpeak 
fo feelingly and expemfflrffyi If fc> int'el- 
llgiWyv ab<Wtthofe Things ft* 04 *3C$er'm£ed 
$&myh&i who has felt them in his own 9oul. 
Such Knowledge fc'too woitfterftd ^Angels; 
pit high, they cannot attaia linta*. * And 

gijx : U »vi r; this 
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thisTreafore being committed tofuch earthen 
Vcflels, ferves to fet forth,, and make the 
Power and Wifdom of God more confpi- 
cuous when it proves cffe&ual for the Con- 
Yerfation of Sinners (a) 

m « 

But it is Time, a asConclufion of the Whole, 
thatladdrefs myfelf to the Perfon on whom 
our Hands are to be laid ; to the People who 
fcitve made Choice of him for their Pallor } 
and finally, to the whole Affembly convened 
on this ferious Qccafion. And in the firft 
Place, 

■ 

Dear Sir, You are now engaging in a 
Work, in itfelf, of the greateft Importance to 
the Souls of Men, and attended with fo much 
Difficulty, as made the Apoftle Paul to cry 
out, Wh$ is fujjicient for thefeThings / We ars 
fenfifc>le,you mult labour under peculiar Disad- 
vantages, as you have not been favoured with 
a liberal Education. 

« ■ 

But from a long Acquaintance*, I chari- 
table hqpe you have, by the grace qf,Gqd* 

* attained, 



w 



(#) 2/ Cor. 4* 7.. ' " '--, t 

• Mr. Mr. Ctmingt, hu bees a confuat Attendant upon 
ly Miniflry upwards #f fix*Yenr#. 
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attained the Knowledge of the Holy, which k 
\J nderftanding, and confequently, the Lord 
God hath (in the beft Senfe) given you the 
Tongue of the learned (e). For who teachttk 
like him (d) ? 

And we truft, that Love to Chrift (that 
Teacher who came from God) and the Souls 
men, has constrained you to undertake this 
Euiinefs; unto which you are wholly to givt 
youxlcif. 

You are to be employed by the great 
Shepherd in feeding the Sheep and the 
Lambs of the Hock, which he has purchafed 
with his own Blood. Now then, fuppofing 
Chrift putting the Queftion to you, as he did 
to Peter, Simon, Son of Jonas loveft thotf 
*ne? And if the Love of God be not now fd 
fhed abroad in your Heart, as you can fay, 
as he did, ** Lord thou knoweft that I lover 

* thee: Yet can you fay to him^ Lord I think 
** I love thee : I hope and truft,; that I do 
" fincerely love thee, and I defire to lover 

* thee more?* And then, as tberE£Fe& of 
this love to Chrift, do you find a Love tar 
Souls, and a Willtngnefs. tt> fpend. and be 
fpent in the Service of Chrift, and of precious 
Souls? — ' ' ■ ■ ■ — If 
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(cj )fa. 59. 4, (<*J Job. 36. 22. Luk. 24. 32. 45. 
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If fo, thank God and take Courage. For 
fey$ 'Chrift, my Grace is fufficient for thee; 
and his Strength is macle perfedV in our Weak- 




Let me therefore, in the Words of the 
^poftle, befeech you to grow in Grace, and 
in the Knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jefus Chrift : And with this Knowledge feed 
Ae Flock over which the Holy Ghoft is now 
making you the Overfecr. Go forth in the 
Strength of the Lord. And the Lord Jefus 
^firift be with thy Spirit. 

<* And among all the Subjc&s with which 
V. you feed the People of God, let not the 
£ true Bread of Life be forgotten. Lot a cru- 
£ cified Chrift be the very Soul and Centre 
•A Both of your Study and Preaching. JBefure 
*i to have a* fpecial Regard to the genuine 
1* Dvftrines of Grack, as the very Salt and 
fr Soul of your Sermons : They will be pin 
V cfified Things without them. Thefe Doc* 
* tiroes will be the Life of ygtjr Miniftry ; 
? hoc can the Power of Godiinefs ev$r be 
u «;««^«^ without them. The Lofe qf 

"thefe 



(+J a. Cor. is. p* 
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* tKefe froths Will r&efer 'a MiMftrjriirfljfa 
« and unfruitful" . We ., Have an excellent 
[Compendium pf ,thefe Dp&rines in the larger 
Datechifm compoled fcy the Aflemhfy off Di- 
vines that mfet a^Wcfhninfter A. D. 1747. 
\nd next to the holy &nptures, "probably, a 
xrtter and more needful Book is not tobe found 
nthe Uxwverfe. fc I therefore advife you^p 
ujjquaint yourfelf welf with thofe Forms of 
(bund Words. . 



Catechifiiig Will take *Ap a cdnfid^tfe 
?art of yourTiihe;' which wilfbe weUl(|^; 
r or it will ferve to re^ei^durPfeafcJuf^; ihfi&x 
iiore profitable* 

I 

Finally, Be diligent in year Matters Bofl- 
lefs: Carefully irnprovrng thofe Talents widi 
which he has entmftedy<?u; -for he requires 
10 more at your Hartds. He that improv&l 
lis two Talents, was equally approved of by 
lis Lord «id Mift^^he^hotadrimprov^ 

us Ten : and i&ejreforS* w& jo each of thera # 
c Well done good and faithful Serraiit, enter 

• thtaiW*™ Be 
' thou thwefarc- faithful-unto Death, "tod he 

* will give you a Cro^bfUtfe '-ft;; 

. #.-=».^ .:•■«. -i^u ,*^ ■**••,} v:ua. .t. .... * 



*? 
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t 

t now turn myfelf to the Reprefen- 
tatives of the Dutch Cahanift Con- 
gregation at Lunenburg. 

Brethren and beloved in Chrift. 

BEH OLD here, the Man, who this 
Day is to be feperated to the Work of the 
" Gofpel Miniftry among you. A Man, not 
impofed upon you without your Approbation 
andConfent; but the Man of yourChoice (h) : 
And upon whom the Hearts of the People are 
fet ; trie Man whom you have a right to call 
Unto, and employ in this Service ; that you 
may worfhip God in that Way, which to 
you appears moft agreablc to his Word. 
For this Caufe and Purpofe he hath quitted 
his fecular Employments (i). Thus Simon 
Peter and Andrew left their Nets and follow- 
ed 

(b) " The Laity.or People in the Cnorch of England 
** have no Right; are by no Means allowed to have their 
" Candidates on Approbation. Their Bafindfi is to' receive 
•• and peaceably fubmit to any one whom the honourable 
Mt Society fends them. And fljould the People diflike their 
" Mifionary ever lb much upon* hearing him, they can't 
" give him much Uutafineb." ■ ■ . . , 

t L - 

N. B. ft) Mr. Bruin Cwninpe, had been much tnv 
ployed in fidiing, in TimepaA* 
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cd Chrift, that they might become Ftfhers of 
Men. Wherefore, receive ye him in the 
Lord with all Gladnefi: and eftecm hint 
highly in Love for his Work fake, and be it 
Peace among yourfcives. — See, that you 
make the great End of your Attendance 
upon his Miniftry, your being made wife unto 
Salvation. - * 

r. And if he becomes the Inftniment of yow 
New-birth, you fhall be his Joy and CroWift 
of rejoicing in the Prefence of our Lord Tefos 
Chrift athis coming fk) 9 when he fhall put 
. all thofe that love him into the Poffeflion of 
the Kiftgdom prepared for them from die 
Foun^atibn of the World, where you fhiU 
no mote need to be fed by ChrilVs Minifters, 
Word and Ordinances ; for the Lamb, (that 
great Shepherd of the Sheep) fhall himfelf 
feed you with the rich Difcoveries of himf<?lf, 
and of his Love ; and fhall " Lead you un- 
* c to Jiving Fountains of Waters : And God 
** fhall wipe away all Tears from your 
m Eyes." (m) 

I now bee leave in the laft Place, to 
addreftmyfclf to this whole Affembly. 

Men 



* - . • * «. c . 



1 

i 
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(kj u Thcff. j. 19. (m) Rcr. j: 17, 



Men and Brethren, 

\if E are convened rpon a very ferious Oo 
* * cafion. And Cnriftians of difFeren! 
Denominations are joining in the Worfhip of 
God together J. And how good and pleaf* 
ant it is, for Brethren to dwell together in 
Unity ? Probably we (hall not all ever af- 
femble to worfhip God together again, here 
below; but why, my Hearers, why, ihall 
we not worfhip together in that Temple 
which is above, where we lhall be all of one 
Heart and one Way ? Surety, . if we love 
the Ijprd Jefus Chrift, we cannot be reje&ed 
the Kingdom of Heaven; th:t- Kingdom 
which he hath promifed to " All thofe that 
* c love him (n). Thefe £hall enter in thro f 
<c the Gates into the City ; they fhall afcend 
" into the Hill of the Lord, and abide forever 
■* in his Tabernacle. 

But are there not many here of whom it 

may 



t If is Excellency the Right Honourable Lord William 
Campbell, Governor of the Province, with a Number of 
liis Majefty's Council* honoured this Aflembly with their 
Prefence, who, with the fereral Denominations of ChrifU* 
ans prefent on this Oecafioa, expreiVd their SatiafaAiM 
with the Tranfaaiom of the Pay. 

(n) Jam. a. $• 
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may be truely faid, c ? The Lqvc $f Oo4 
" dwelleth in them ?" 

And of this Number are all fuch as are not 
born of God, as our Saviour himfelf affures 
us verily, verily I fay unto thee, except a 
Man be born of Water and of the Spirit/ hfe 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of God (oj* 

Baptifmal Regeneration gives us no Title t6 
the Kingdom of Heaven : No : We muft bb 
born of the Spirit, by which we are macfe 
Partakers of the divine Nature* WhichChange 
being injlantaneous, all the Graces of the Hp? 
ly Spirit, are then implanted in us # pftqerj 
fuch as Faith and Love, Fear of God, &c. S9 
that unlefs we are born of God and beporaQ 
new Creatures in Chrift, we cannot be faid 
to love the Lord Jefus Chrift, and confequent- 
ly have no Tide to the Kingdom which he 
hath promifed to them that love him.. 

And how highly foever we may think of 
xirfelves, the infpired Apoftle tells us,; that 
*re are nothing (p), that is, nothing iq the 
Eyes of God with Reipecft tp hjjsJF? vow 9fid 
Friendfhip : Nothing as 10 our «gypi Peaces 
L " s C Safety 



* ~ ■ m « 



(v) Jt>hn 3. 5. Cp) 1. Cv, 13. *. 
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Safety and Happinefs. The Things which ac- 
company Salvation are not to be found in us : 
And therefore we are nothing. Wretched 
and miferable, and poor and blind and nak- 
ed (s). In the Gall of Bitternefs and in the 
Bond of Iniquity ft). And of this Number 
are all thofe, 

i. Who never faw their abfolute Need of 
Chrift to lave them from Hell, and to bring 
them to Heaven, by his meritorious Suffer* 
ings and Death. 

2. Who do not, above all Things, defire 
to •promote and advance that Kingdom of 
Chrift in the World, which confifts in Righ- 
teoufnefs, and Peace and Joy in the Holy 
Ghoft. 

3. Of this Number are thofe who pay no 
due Regard to God's holy Sabbaths. Who 
love not the " Habitation of God's Houfe, 
" the Place where his Honour dwelleth fa). 
Who call not the " Sabbath a Delight, the 

holy of the Lord and honourable ; but da 

their own Ways, find their own Plealure, 

" tec." How dwelleth the Love of God in 

fuch ! They could not be happy, if they were 

to 



€€ 
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(sj Rev. 3. 17. (t) Aft S. 23. («) ?(. *6. *. 
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to be admitted into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

r 

4. Such are thofe, who inftead of loving, 
are Defpifers of good Men, fuch as fear God : 
efpccially good MinifterSj whomChrift fends 
in Compaflion to the Souls of Men, fof their 
Salvation* 

5. Such are thgfe, who walk after the 
Fldh, aindmind earthly Things: and live- 
without any ferious Intercourfe with God by 
Prayer; which is living without God in the 
World. 

6. Such are Ihofe, who having a Form of 
Godlinefs, deny the Powfer of it. 

Such as deride and reproach the Spirit of . 
God in his Graces, which he beftows upon 
his People-Doffing at thofe who fpeak of 
Communion with God, Spiritual Experiences* 
Deferdons, and Things of the like Nature* 

Now* of all thefe, it may be faid, that they 
have no Inheritance in the Kingdom af'&trijl 
and; of God, but the Wrath of Godaoideth on 
them ; And they deferyg. to. .be faanifhed from , 
the Prefence of the Lord for evmv For, if 

thy : Man love not the Lord Jefus Chrjft, let him h 

-*•■•- be 
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be Jnathama, Maranatha (b). That is, let 
Km be accurfed of God, the Lord cometh to 
eeute Vengeance on him. How awful this 
htence! How dreadful your Condition! 
Nothing remained! but a certain fearful look- 
ijlg for of Judgment, and fiery Indignation, 
which fhall devour the Adverfaries (*). 

.,. If the Righteous fcarcely be faved y where 
Jbail the ungodly and the Sirmer appear (d) ? 

* What then will ye do, O ye Tranfgreflbrs, 

* when God rifeth up ; and when he yifiteth| 
** what will you anfwer him (e) ?" To whom 
will ye flee for Help, " When he fhall be 
^ revealed fr6m Heaven with his mighty 
<c Angels in flaming Fire takirigVfengeance on 
€f them that know not, that love not God, 
** and that obey not the Gofpel of our Lord 

* JefusChrift, &c (/)." " Far the ungodly 
•* fliafl not ftand in the Judgment, nor Sin- 

* tiers in the. Congregation or the Righteous. 
f * F*6r the -Lord knoweth the Way of the 
u Righteous, but the Way of the ungodly- 

Wp 






il\ i. Cor.. *6. **. (<•) Hcb. i"0. 37; v. * . ' - 
(4) 1. Pet. a. iS. (^ Job |i. 14. (/") a. Tfcoft. i^ 
7. a, 9, (f) Tfal. i. 5, 6. 
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We then, who are "AmbafladorsforChrift, 
as tho' God did befeech you by us, do now 
earneftly pray you in Chrift's Stead, be 
ye reconcilled to God (k)." " Before the 
Decree bring forth, before the Day pais 
as the Chaff, before the fierce Anger of 
the Lord come upon you, beforof he Day 
of the Lord's Anger come upon you (J). 99 
And as ye would " Efcape all thefe Things 
" that ihall come to pafs, and {land before 
" the Son of Man withCbnfidence and Bold* 
nefs in the Day of Judgment, and be found 
of your Judge in Peace," you muft lay hold 
on the Hope fet before you ; even, <c Jefus, 
" which delivered us from the Wrath to 
" come (k)" So an Entrance ihall be ad- 
miniftred to you abundandy into the everlaft- 
ing Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift. Amen. 






FINIS. 
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(£) 2. Cor. 5. so. (/) Zcpk. z. a. (*) l#k* ai. 36. 
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An APPENDIX. 

* * 

t 

:ONTAINING the Reafons of 
the Ordination of th$ Rev. Mr. 
Bruin Romcas Comingoey to the 
paftoral Care of the Dutch Cal-« _ 
vinifis at Lunenburgb, in> the • 
Province of Nova- Scotia \ with ; 
theQueftions publickly propound- ' 
ed on that Occafion, &q* 

By tie Rev. Mr. MURDOCH. 



A REPRESENTATION^ 

)f the diftrefled State of the Dutch Calvi- 
nifts.of Lunenburgk, having been made to 
us, the Ministers of the Gofpel/ who arc 
convened on this Occafion, *..•...'• 
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WE accordingly took the fame int@ 
*our ferious Confideration, and upon 
due Enquiry, have found that thefe People 
have been entirely deftitutc, for the Space 
of Sixteen Years, of a regular Minifter, who 
might break the Bread of Life unto them, in 
due Seafon, arid perform the other Duties of 
themmifterial Fuh&ion, agreeable to the Scrip- 
tures andthePi&ates of their own Confidences; 
thkt they nfiade regular Application to the 
Minifters of their own Denomination in Phi- 
ladelphia, who could give them no Encour- 
agement, as they were unable to obtain a 
fufficient Supply for their own Vacancies: 
And that, as their dernier Refort, they have 
fixed their Eyes upon one among themfelves, 
viz. Mr. Bruin Romcas Comingoe, (commonly 
knqwn by the Name of Brown. 

Accordingly upwards of Sixty Families 
have petitioned us to fet a-part the faid Mr. 
Brown, to tlje Office of the Miniftry 
amongtt them. But left Religion fhould 
be ifijot'd -by fuch b Procedure, we have tried 
all that Precaution which was poffible for us 
in fo impprtaotan Affair. An Enquiry has 
been made intolup moral ChaM&er 5 and We 
fi«d: 'from Gendemen of undoubted Veracity, 

that 
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hat it ftands fair and unblemtfnecL We 
tave moreover preceded to enquire into hit 
Qualifications for fo facred an Employment, 
iz. his Knowledge of fpeculative and pnot 
ical Religion : His Ability in rightly divide , 
ig the Word : The Articles of his Faith, . 
ic. And we can afliire this Audience (qt 
thers) that he has given us ample Satisfa&iom 
i all thefe Particulars : And if we are judget 
f thefe Matters, his Knowledge of ihe Scrip- 
ares makes that commonly received M^S 
unongft the Schools true concerning' him : 
Bonus Textuarius eft bonus Tkologus. And 
:onfequendy cannot be ftigmatiz'd with the - 
NfanjeofaNovice, J 

We have been aware of foihfe Objections, 
whichhave been made againft the Candidate\ 
Idmiilion into this facred Office. 

Firft, That he has not had a liberal Educft* 
on, and is unacquainted with the Languages* 

To this we reply, Thar we only folk* w the - 

Example of the Reformed Churches* 

■*■*."* 

The Aflembiy of SepiaHd in the Year 
^708; (the Records of which, we have had be- 
^Ore us) appointed the Prefbytcry of Skey to 

ordain 
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ordain ope in the ParifhofiSf. Kilda, on the 
Account of his Particular Gifts, who had not a 
liberal Education, or even the Knowlegde of 
the Latin Tongue. In an Abftradfc of the 
Proceedings of the Society for theTVopagation 
of the Gofpel in Foreign Pans, An. Dom. 
1 768, mention is made of the Rev. Mr* 
Philip Quaque, (a Negroe) asaMiffio- 
nary, Catechift, and School-Mafter to the 
Negroes on the Gold Coft of Africa ; whofe 
annual Salary is Fifty Pounds Sterling. And 
we find that both in former and later Periods, 
in Cafes of Neceffity, (which appears to be 
the State of Lunenburg) the fame has been 
pradlifed. We have moreover, Inftances on 
this Continent of Perfons who were not en- 
dowed with a liberal Education, who have 
been regularly admitted into Holy Orders 1 . 
ahd have in the Judgment of Charity been in* 
flrumental in turning many unto righteou£ 
nefs. * 

Secondly, That this is only fnpportinga 
Fa&ion. We have alfo enquired into this 

-=- : particular* 



^* 



• N. B . Wc do not mean that our Procedure hi . this Affair 
ihould be made a President of, or brought into Ufage id this 
Infant Colony, orelfewhere, unlef* in Cafes of NeceultjY ai ' 
above^entioncd. , 
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icular, &nd on due Examination find the 
rge Groundlefs. They have in their na*. 
Land been brought up in the Calviniftic 
byterian Religion, and do (till,' 'as we are 
. informed, continue in the fame Send* 
ts. As the Legiflature then of this Co- 
had Rifely Enabled, « Thatfuch Jbatt 
we free Likerty of Conscience ; Jh all have 
iberty to eredt and build Meeting-Houfes, 
Places of public Worjbip : And Jerve\ 
od in that Manner which appeals to them 
ngruous to his fffll." We, from this, and* 
bregoing Confederations, together, with 
information we have h?td, that forne of 
i, who have always been ufeful InhabP 
, would leave the Province flinlefs this 
cr could be accomplished, have ccjn- 
xi to fet the Canditate a-part t9 the holy 
ffay. 

lying therefore judged Mr* Comingoe 
Bed to be Paftor and of the Congrega- 
at Lunenburg 9 who have petitioned, 
fet him a-part to that Office : We do 
>ygive Notice to aK prefent, that if they 
any Thing to objedt, why he iliould not • 
Imitted Paftor of the afore-mentioned 
regation^ that they now jp^MD&hfa-- 
>f the fame. As 



<*> 

As noObje<5lion is offered, we fhall proceed 
Without further Delay. 

The following QuefHons publickly pro* 
founded to the undernamed Perfons, were 
aafwered in the Affirmative. 

Slueft. Mr. Kaulbach and Mr. Shuply, do 
you, as Commiflioners from the Congregation 
of Cahimjis. at Lunenburg, renew, in their Be- \ 
half, your Call to Mr. Bruin Ro/acas Gmn* 

goef 

S^ Doyoif,Mr. Bruin Romas Comingoe, a<> 

cept of the laid Cadi and Invitation xo be their 
Paftor? 

d_V E S T t O N S. 

i ft. Do you believe the Scriptures of the 
old and new Teftament, and the Truths' 
therein contained to be the Word of God? 

2. Do yoiiQWft, andtvlU-you adhere to 
the Confemon of Faith, whiifryou have made 
us : The Hiedelburgk and Affemhlies Cate- f 
chifms, and the X^o^riiles therein contairitd 1( 
as being founded on, 'and coftfonant to the 
Holy Scriptures 9 

3. Will you by the Crace 0$ God, be faith- 

5 M 
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(ul and «eslp\» in n^aintsinjrtg the Tilths <ltf 

(he GQfpe.1 ..#e UniV-Of ; A £bw&fe ad4 
Peace thereof againft all Oppofition yqfc mgp 

meet with? 

■ • 

4. Do you Iikcwife own, and will you act* 
here to the Wqrftvp, JDifcapUn* .aq4 QpvWta 
mcnt of the reformed Prefoyterian Churches, 
as' being 'founded on, anil agreeabte to tha 
Scriptures?. 

5. Have you been led in your engaging in 
the Work of the Miniftry by a fingle and fin* 
:ere Love to God, and aim at his Glory, and 
lot by filthy Lucre, and the Motives of wor£ 
My Gain? 

6. Dto you engage to be diligent and afifo 
faous ht praying, reading, meditating, preacb* 
ng, adhwwftring the Sacraments, catechtfkg* 
etercifitfg - t Difcipline ; and in performing alt 
wher mmtfteriai Duties toward the Reopb 

gmmfeted to your Charge ? 

*■ 

■ 7. ,WH1 you be fubje<5V to us ypur Brethren 
j^^^!Lo^ 9 and to theOijciplioe of the afore** 
t^o^ffisrf refooged, G^cfoes? 

^ Will yoit take C^fe.fliat you a^d your 

- . Family 
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Family walk *inblameably ; be Examples to 
the Flock> and adorn the Profeflion of the 
GofpeL ; 

Finally. Do you own and promife Allegi- 
ance to his Majefty's King George the Third, 
in all Things civil and lawful ? 



Tie CHARGE, 



-ft 



Given, by the Rev. Mr, L Y O N. 

TH E Scene that now opens upon you, 
my Dear Brother, is ineffably import- 
ant : And you cannot be too fenfible of your 
own Unworthinefs, and the Honour -God has 
now conferred upon you. You now begin to 
move in a more extenfive Sphere than former- 
ly, and all your Acftions become more awfully 
pregnant with either Life or Death to Man* 
kind. Whatever the Confequences of your 
former Life may be, Goci will now make 
you, if found faithful, a Savour of Life unto 
Life tofome, and (would to God I were not 
obliged to add) a Savour of Death unto Death 
unto others. The great Shepherd and Bifhop 
of Souls has made you an Overfeer of Pan of 

his 
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* i 

his Flock; and he requires you with the grea- 
test Fidelity and Care to break the Bread of 
Life unto them in due Seafon. And this 
Spiritual Food will prove moft falutary to all 
who Tafte its Sweetnefs, but the fureft Poifon 
to thofe who tafte it not. Who then isfujfficU 
ent for thefe Things 9 

Beware you do not mix any Thing of yqiil: 
own with the Provifions or God's Honfe. 
Preachnot yourfeIfbutCHKi*T]zsvz>tkeb<)rd 
and him crucified. Make yourfelf well acquaint- 
ed with the Nature and Perfections ofGod; thp 
Relation that fubfifts betweenGod and us ; our 
Apoftacy from God' by Sin, and the Way of 
Salvation thro* the Lord Jesus Christ! 
Faithfully explain thefe and all othef Interest- 
ing revealed Truths, in as clear and full a 
Manner as you are capable. Fakhfally and 
frequently warn the carelefs and fecure Sin- 
ner, ahd thofe who live at Eafe in Zion of 
their dangerous Situation. Set their Sins ii* 
Order before them, cry aloud andfpare not. 
Thunder the Sentence of the violated Law ia 
their guilty. Ears. Give them no reft while 
they remain deftitute of the Grace of God ; 
for if. you warn them hot, and they dfe in their 
iniquities s their Bloodjball be required at your 

Hands 
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Hands. But while, by the Terrors of the 
Lord you perfwade Men to be reconciled to 
God, ftudy to enlighten the Understanding, 
arid to convince them that you difintereftedly 
-aim at their Saivati<?n. 

But when you have informed Sinners of 
their Danger, fhew them alfo the Way of ef- 
cape. Lead them to Jesus the City of Re- 
fuge; prefs them to believe in him, and to lay 
hold on the Hope fet before them in the Go- 
fpel. Study the Scriptures of the old and new 
Teftament; they will prove a Light unto your 
Feet and a Lamp unto your Paths. 

Perpte yourfelf wholly unto the momen- 
tous Bufinefs to which you are now called ; I 
mean, as much as your Circumftances in Life 
will pofliblv admit. Take heed unto yourfelf 
end unto all the Flock over which the Holy 
Choft hath made you an Qwerfeer to feed: the 
Church of God, which he had j>urchaftd with 
his own Blood* 

Youmuftexpe$, Dear Sir, to meet^feb 
innumerable Difpculti^s in the feiihful Dis- 
charge of your facred, Office, and to pafs 
thro* evil Rppprt as weli 4S good Report, 
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*Sour Lpni and Mafterdid fo befof eyolu But 
lay hold of the gracious Promife, which he 
was pleafed to give his difconfoiate Difciples; 
cc In the World ye (hall have Tribulation ; 
c f but in me ye fhall have Peace : Be of 
* c g°°d Cheer, I hf ve overcome the World 

You fervc a kind and gracious Mafter, who 
will always vouchfafe to fupport and reward 
you while you continue faithful in his Service ; 
and'be hath faid, / will never leave nor for- 
fake theA 

You are engaged in a noble and glorious 
taufe wliich is worthy of your greateft Fide- 
lity and ZeaL You are called from the mean 
and fervile Employments of this World to 
promote a Defign which engages the Attend 
tionof all die heavenly Hoftss a Defign, which 
God himfelf has been carrying into Execution 
from the Beginning of Time to the prefent 
Hour, . and will compleat at the Confumation 
tof all Things. Be then fkith&l to God, to 
ypur own Soul, and to the Souls committed 
CO your Care* 

p\ And in the Words of St. Paul to Timo* 
thy, Ifhargeypu before God 9 and the Lord 
J«V4 Christ who jball judge the quick and 

D the 
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the Dead at his appearing and Kingdom, 
preach the Word in Sea/on, and out of Seajbn ; 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longfuffcriltg 
and doStrine. Take Heed unto thyfejt, and unto 
thy doShine, continue in them : For in doing 
this, thou Jbalt both faDe tkyfelf drtd them thai 
hear thee. 



lifter the Ordinances of the Gofjpel, 
Baptifm and the Lord's Supper; and faithfully 
difcharge every ttinifterial Duty in its proper 
lime and Place. Set before your People a 
wife and prudent Example in all Things; 
Be faithful and loyal to the ifluftrious Home 
df Hanover * Be fubje& to the Government 
under which you live, in the Lord 

Meddle not with Politicks any further thaii 
is hecefFary to preferve the Peace of your oWri 
Mind ; avoid a Party Spirit. And ftudy to 
buildup die Kingdom and Intereftof Jfesvs 
Christ in the Souls of Men. This is the great 
and momentous Bufiiiefs* for which you are 
now folemnlyfet a-part. 

Spend and be fpenf therefore in thilgloriaur 
Caufe. Be harmkfs as the Steward of God, 
not f elf -willed, not foon angry, not given to 
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Wine x not a Sfatker, not greedy of tiff hy Lucre z 
but a Lover of Hofptouity, a trover <tf good 
Men 9 Jbber,juft 9 temperate < Holding f aft the 
faithful Wordy that you may he <?ble by found 
bottrine, both to exhort apd tp convinfetht 
Gainfayers. 

Finally, Stand fall in the Lord; be vigilant 
uid indefatigable in your facred Employment 
Live near to God; Pray without c«£ng, aik 
Direction in every Thing. Lean n$t to your 
Dwn Underftanding, but lean on the Lprd 
vpurGod; and make him all yourDepen- 
unc?; for in him your great Strength iieth; 
in hiin and by his gracious Aid, you can do 
|U Things, but without him you can do nc> 
Jiing. At thefameTimefurnim yourfelf with, 
ind diligently makeufe of all poifible human 
Helps: Andearneftly plead with God ta 
jualify you more and more for your facred 
Employment. 

And for your Encouragement thro 9 the 
frhole of yourMiniftry, be allured, that every 
Joui which God (hall make you inftrumental 
of bringing Home to himfelf , will prove an 
Uuftrious Gem in your immortal Crown of 
3k>ry. Amen. 

And 
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And now foffer me to addrcfs myfelf to 
you, who are the Reprefentatives of the 
reople, over which We have now fet a-part 
one to adminiftcr the Word and Sacraments 
untoyop. He has had a ijnaniaious Call to 
labour among you in holy Things, We there-? 
fore befeech and command you; to receive 
JJiins as your Paftor and T^achen View him 
as regularly ordained and fet apart to this 
facred Office. Receive him in the Lord with alt 
Xhankfulnefs ; Subjnit to his Inftru&ions, Ad- 
jnoninons and Reproofs. And do every Thing 
in your Power to encourage bis Heart and to 
llrenghten his Hands/ And may he prove 
thro the richMercy of God in Jjssvs Chr ist, 
a Savour of Lifq unto Life unto your Souls* 
Amen. 




) 



The 



(*5> 



l*he right Hind of 

?ELLOWSHII* 

the Rtv. Mr. PHELPS. 



*\ 



Dear Sin, 

• « 

L S you have been now folemnly fee 
|^ apart to the Work of the Gofpel Mi-' 
ry $ to ad in that facred and important 

ege, We wiih you the Pr deiica 4Ad Kirf^ 

of Almighty Gc$ ;/The neareft Intimacy 
1 Jesus the Redeemer, and the continual 
ifolation of the Holy Spirit tofupport you 
er all your Burdens in fo Difficult and ar- 
us an Employ ; and agreable to the Ex- 
Die of James, Peter $nd John, the 
)ftles, unto Paul and Barnabas, I do 
r, in the Name, and at the Requeft of my 
thren prefent on tip Otcafirtf, gfrKj^tt 
RIGHT HANTD of FELLOWSHIP, to 
f Part of the facred Minifiry with us; in 
ten that we own and acknowledge you as 
Winifter of 'the Gofpel regularly ordained j 
r wifhing Grace* Mercy, and Peace from \ 

God 
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God the Father, awl our Lord Jtsvf Christ, 
may be multiplied to you, and the Flock over 
which die Holy Ghoft hath made yo\\ an 
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■; lion in the following difcourfe, wherein I fhall a 

, ti'fi. To contider the meaning and impart 

Apollle's Query in the Text. It tit Lain agt 
fmmifa of God? And, Secondly, attend more 
diately to his own Answer to this Query. « 
ReaJoas annexed. G^d forbid, faith he, /or i 
liai/ £«n a Lain given, which could have give 
, verily Rigbleoufaeji bad been by ibt Lav/. 

Serif tare batb conelueed all under Sin, that the . 
by Faiib ef 'Jefut Cbrift might be given to ti 

■ J. t begin with considering The Meaning and 

Ief tbt 2>utrj in the Text, It tbe Lata then ega 
Prmifu of God? To which End it will be ne 
alcertain what Laia is here intended — to take 
view of the Promifu of God — and then to t 
What .Octafan was there for fo much as makii 
1 queQion, Is the Law again ft the Promifes of G 

1 i. By Lain is univerfally underftood a rule 

Hon. And no one will raife a doubt but that t 
, in the Text, intends "Cm divine Law, or a Law 

God. In order, therefore, to our entering h 
the Import of the Text, we may profitably tal 
neral furvey of thereniuS of God in the choral 
Lawgiver, and coniider what Law or Laws 
ever given to Man. 

That the Creator of all fhould a flu me the 
Government, and act the part of a Legillator, 
an arbitrary Step, but as efler.tial to the goo' 
univerfe, as it was neceflary for the difplay of 
vine Glory. We cannot rationally conceive of 
pcrfeQ Creator, giving Exigence to intelligei 
tures, and then leaving them to aft without 
though <hey were independent of their Maker 
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conn table to no- Judge of their moral Condufl. An 
obligation to love the fupreme Good, to depend on trre 
firll Caufe, and to obey ihe Will of the fupreme Gover- 
nor, neceifarily refults from our firll Ideas of God and a 
rational Creature. God's Knowledge and Love of liim- 
felf, his confcioufnefjof tbe relation and dependanCe 
of his creatures, bis regard to their trueil happinefs, 
require him to take the throne, and iffue out iiieh 
laws, as are neceffary to the prefer vat ion of order and 
harmony in the univerfe. The primary, original Law 
of God, upon which al! his other Cummands depend 1 , 
is briefly, bat clearly, Dated by our I leifcd Lord in 
Matt. xxii. 37—40. It is there fummed up in only 
two Precepts. The firll requiring fupreme Love to 
God, and the fecond a moll cordial good-will to our 
fellow. creatures. This is often, and very properly 
-filled the Law of Nature-. As proceeding not bartly from 
the fovereign plealure of the Creator, but being fonndrd 
in the very nature of things; or Lieceflariiy arifing: from 
the nature of God and hi* rational Creature*, ai,d that 
natural and unavoidable relation which fjbfilra between 
■them. A man mull renounce his R«fo», before he 
.can conceive it poffiblefor God, who knows himMf to 

■tare, and grant that creature Uatii to halt hint with all 
his heart, or even to feel indifferent towards him. Nor 
can we rationally conceive of a number of leafonable 
Creatures being called into erillcnce, whofe duty it 
fliould be to katt am another, 01 to be void of all good- 
will to each other. 

Under this Law, then, Marl was originally created, 
and thereunto, in bis State of innocence, he was per- 
feflly conformed. The Hiftory of that llate is indeed 
Very briefly related. Alas, it was a fliorr. period ! Man 
being in honour continued not, Sue the fcripi 
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sffures ui lie was farmed in the imagr of God.\ He 

was madt upright. % And tucfe cxprclfiuus, doubtleii, 

indicate conformity to a rule of moral Conduct. The 
divine Image, at firlt, as well as at it's fecond In- 
prellion on Human nature, .con lilted in righleoufntfi aid 
true boUnt/s.% — We read, indeed, of no •written or 
•vtrial Law being given him in his primitive ltace, «• 
cept one pofiiivt prohibition, by which he <nu 
bound toablUin from the fruit of the forbidden tre«.J[ 
But that pofiiive Command pre-fuppofed an original 
obligation to love and obedience. As it was his duty to 
Jove God above all, it rauft be his duty cheerfully to 
fubmit to the divine will, by conforming to that or any 
other pofitive Injunction. But Conformity to fuch pie- 
cepts could not be a duty till God was pleafed ton- 
veal bis fovereign will ; as the moll perfectly holy dif- 
pofition could have given no information of duty in 
this cafe, previous to immediate Revelation." Where* 
as a thoroughly right fpirit moil at once perceive oar 
mora! obligations without needing an exprefs rule uf 
direction. To a perfectly holy Licit are, morel pre- 
cepts 

*T Ccn.i.17, jr. J Ecct.vii. 19. (Eph. it, 14. | Geti.H. tj. 

• The moral Law, being fonnded in ttie vrry nature of tiling), 
is erernil and unalterable. To fuppofe ■ creature exempt fraa 
.1.' ■:■ kind ot obligation, is to fuppofe God to deny himfell. Bat 
all pufit'mt precepts originating folely in the will of the fapffM 
Governor, it involve! no iblordiry or contradiSion to far, Ttxf ' 
mi :■.'.' or might not hive been instituted. God may iffuefsna 
fuch Commands, or repeal them at pleafure, may add to then, 
or diminifh from them, without any incartfirtcney of character, 
e. g. Sacrificing was once a duty, it would now be wlll-wof- 
(liip and nnful. Stptijm was once no duty, now it is thedatj 
of all that bring forth fruittmeet for repentance. 

':-.■■. difference betwesn mtrel and ftfiiivt precept* will recsiM 
an eily illultration, by comparing our duties to God, wiihititrfs 
■of a child to 1 parent. Every child it bound to love a good pa- 
rent, independently of his paient* expreftly requiring nls love- 
He is ;:.;., bound, efpccially daring bis flan el depend. net, to 

•htjr 
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tepts were oecJIefi. While the Law wis fully written 
01 ihe Heart, there was no occaiion to write it on ta- 
bles of 'tone, or in the volume of a book. Innocent 
Mm no more needed to be laid to love hit Maker, than 
lobe charged to love big children, bis wife, or htm- i 

-fclf. The written Law, (crpecially in it's prohibitory 
farm) was ml madtfor a rigbtim Man. f. The G lory \ 

of bit Creator (bone all around him, and which way > 

fcerer he turned himlelf, the profusion of divine Bounty ' 

excited hi* Gratitude. — But the appointed Tefl of hit 
obedience, though infinitely reasonable, ariiing from 
tile mere pleafurc of God, and not being founded in , 

•he nature of things, it was neceflary that Man fliould t 

be expreAly informed of it. As antecedent to the con- | 

■deration of God's pottive Trecept, no reafon could be 
;iv(ii for his abltaining from that one tree, any more 
ban from any other. 

We have not time now largely to conlider, or vindi- j 

ate, that divine Con dilution by which Adam was ap- ' j 

ointed the foederal Head of all his Pofterity. The j 

'binder of it's Author proves this Con dilution to have . ! 

een juft and equitable. In it's own nature it was even 
Jvantagmus, as might be proved, were it not devi- 
ing too far from our prefent fob] eel. None of us 
ould have offered a complaint again ft it, had it not 
*n for the unhappy failure of our Grit Parent, who 
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My Father neaer itU m 

arc that it would b* a fufficient excufe for ins cmimcn ci 
n* particular aaiona, for a Child to be able to fiy, " My 
■her never commanded than." Whitoyet Ihefe lime Action 
aid have been the Child's Duly in cafe of the Fuller' « Com- 
nd i and di (obedience, when once the Father*! will «n made 
>*n, would have indicated the deleft Of the Child'* Lore, 
1 have been jultly punilhable, 

J I Tim. 1. 9. 







> 

li 



( «° > 

r ungratefully tranfgreffed the Will of bis Maker, 
eating the forbidden fruit, and thus ruined himfelf, 
his pofterity. The Iofs of Advantage by theCw 
of Works* through the fault of our dilobedient 
genitor, by no means alters the real equity of that 
poi rumen t, whereby he was qonitituted our lega! 
prefentative. The terms of the Covenant were 
fair and kind. And the Authority of God to ap 
one perfe&ly holy Creature to aft in the room of o 
who were naturally conne&ed with him, cannot w 
denied, without denying the propriety of appoi 
the fecond Adam, to fultain a fimilar Character i 
Covenant of Grace. For, in this Refpelt, thi 
Adam was a figure of him who was to come, f 

Let it fuffice that we here obferve,, refpe&ing tl 
•v en ant of Works, that, having been once violat 
is in vain for Man to expedt any advantage froi 
quarter. It promifed Life only upon the Condii 
ferfeel Obedience* A Sinner, therefore, can hi 
claim upon it for any Good. Being once broke 
can never repair the breach. Fallen, apoftate 
tures are no longer in Covenant with God ; no 
they of right any thing more to do with the Law 
Covenant Form, except only to acknowledge the 
feiture of the Ble fling it promifed to the Obedien 
their righteous expoiure to it's awful Curfe. Tl 
of God never encouraged a Sinner to expedl Lif 
his own hands. It pronounces the Man accurj 
continues not in all things written in the Book 
Law to do them. If a Sinner would hear what tl 
fays, he mud believe himfelf under the Curfe, < 
knowledge that his juft wages is eternal Death, 
fome have called a legal Bias, therefore, in fallei 
whereby they expert eternal happinefs on the foe 

t Rom* v. 14* 
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:heir own doings, ought not to be conftdered as the re*, 
maining effeft of an original Bent given to their Minds 
by their Creator. It is an illegal claim to which neither 
the Law, nor the Lawgiver, ever gave any counte- < 

fiance. It is Pride and. Prefumption, of which God ' i 

can no more be the Author, than of any other Sin* If \\\ t- 

the Sinner believed the Law, he would account ft il- <;; 

legal and prefumptuous to entertain any hope of accep- !| ^ 

tance with God upon the footing of imperfect Obedi- 
ence. The Law itfelf utterly difcourages and con- 
demns a felf-righteous fpirit in a (inner. * 

Meanwhile, our falling under an Obligation to Pu- \\ 

lifhment, can by no means release us from an Obiiga- 
ton to Obedience. And a gracious relea/e from the 
Wmer, would be ftill further from relejfing us from 
lie latter. The Law of God, confidered as a Rult of 
A8ion % mud remain in force for ever. God will never 
abdicate his throne in favour of rebels: And his friends 
vill never wi(h the reins of Government out of hit 
lands. None an fall below this eternal, original flan-, 
iard of Rectitude, fo as not to be any longer obliged 
o love God fupremely, becaufe they are now fo wicked 
hat they have no heart to comply with it's demands. 
<for can any rife above it, fo as either . to be exempt 
rom an obligation to love God, becaufe of their ex* 

B z ahed 

' • To be dead to the Law mi a Covenant, is in this Senfe, every 
dinner's duty. That is to fay, ic is his duty to own the righte- 
ufnefs of his own. condemnation. And it would be to his ad» 
antage, as news of relief from another quarter cannot be weJ- 
omed aright, till Ms illegal, felf-righteout hopes are flain. Bur 
L i* a common cafe for fuch to htfinfully alive to the Law in tha 
iew, who are yet finfully dead as to all real, internal conformity. 
5 it. — While, on the c ntrary, true Believers, through an ac- 
aaintance and acquiefcence with the fpirituality, txrent, and 
ighteous ftriltnefr of she Law, become dead to the Law as a Co. 
enan', that they may live unto God, in real conformity to it as a 
jle of Life. Being not without Law unto God, but under the Law 
iCbrifi. Gal. ii, 19. 1 Cor, ix. 21. 
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Egypt, he entered into Covenant with them at Mount 
Sinai, in which Covenant tbe whole nation were in- 
cluded, even all the natural defendants of Jacob. He 
aflumcd the Character of the King of Uriel, and con- 
defcended to become their political Head. He engaged 
to grant unto them a long and profperous enjoyment of 
the Land of Canaan, which he bad promtfed to their 
fathers, upon condition of their punctual obfervance 
of the Laws and Ordinance) which he enjoined upon 
them. The obedience required, included not only in 
external conformity to the moral Law, delivered chiefly 
in a prohibitory form, in ten commandments, but alio 
the observance of a great number of ceremonial indite. 
lions, which were deligned to preferve them from the - 
Idolatry of neighbouring nations, and were partly 
multiplied to punifli their idolatrous worlhip of tbe 
golden Calf, as it is obferved in ver, 19. Tie Lavi 
was added becau/e of tranfgrcjjiins.\ 

Were it not for the finful blindnefs of the carnal 

mind, the tranfacYions at Sinai, and the inftitutiont 

there appointed, were well calculated to convince of 

fin, and alio to prefigure the great Salvation. When 

the 

and that in Ron. v. 10. Title* 

_-jumf, indicate alio the tendency of 
lei plied precept, to difcover the depravity of the heart. Mei 
re generally (lungers to their own heart! , and unwilling tobc- 
eve ihev are fn had at the Scripture intimate!. Might Dot 
.od deal bv them, therefore, as a Parent may be fuppoftd 19 
vho yet denied hit bad dilpofitioti, 



id wae ready 10 plead that he loved hii Father wel 


enoujh, 


d knew nor why he (houid harbour (a ill an opinion 




Let me try him, then, fayt the Father; I wilt order 




number of eafy things, which I have a full right 
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d yo« will fee what a dirohedwnt Creature he U, t* 
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poral Wciringi gracioully connected with their obedience to tW 
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the divine Majefly was difplayed in the promulgation 
of the Law, uttered with an audible voice from the 
midit of flaming fire, it might well fill the camp with 
awe, and caufe Mo/es himfelf exceedingly to fear and 
quake. The prohibiting form of that Law ftrongly in- 
dicated that it was given to Sinners, whofe depraved 
Hearts were perverfely difpofed to the contrary evils. 
The tenth commandment, " Thou malt not covet," 
4eems particularly defigned to point out the fpirituality 
f)f all the reft. However external obedience, might 
entitle the Jews, upon the footing of the national co- 
venant, to a profperous enjoyment of the earthly Ca- 
jiaan; they who, like David, not only regarded the 
letter, but entered into the fpirit of the Law, would 
learn from it, that if God fhould enter into Judgment with 
them, upon the footing of perfonal Obedience, no Jltjb 
ctuld he jufiified in\i\% fight. Pf. exxx. 3. and cxliii. 2. — 
And the lalt of the twelve awful Curfes, to which all 
the People, upon their entrance into the land of Ca- 
naan, were folemnly bound to fay Amen, (Deut. xxvii. 
26.) was fuited, in an efpecial manner, to drive the 
Sinner to felf-defpair. 

Jehovah, as King of Ifrael, required of every Jew, 
exact external obedience to the whole Law given on . ' ' ? 

Sinai, both as to it's moral and pofitivc requirements ; 
or elfe the forfeiture of the promifed Land, and death 
itfelf could only be avoided by an atoning Sacrifice, 
even the offering of fome living Creature in the Offen- 
der's Head, according to God's own appointments. And 
Jo Jehovah, as King of the Univerfe, requires of every 
rational creature, perfect internal as well as external 
obedience to his whole revealed will ; or elfe a for-. 
feiture of eternal life, and the pofitive fu fieri ng of 
eternal death, can only be avoided, by a Sacrifice of 
God's own appointment, even the Lamb of God, that 

taketji 
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J Caketh away the Sin of the World. *~A\meft all thinp 

were, by the Lazv t purged with Blood; and witbut 
foedilin* of Dlovd is no rtnv£ion. 13 ut the Apoiile, ia 
the Kpiulc to the Hebrews, efpecidly in the ixtb. 
Chapt. mo't fully teaches us, that the principal defiga 
of' the Jcwiih i'ric'Uiood, and their various Sacrifice?, 
was to (yp'iy tne rricUhood and Sacrifice of Chrift. i 
Their Ablutions and Offerings for fin, while they 
flron^'Iy intinuied the polluted, guilty S'ate of the 
1'coplc, weie appointed tvpes ot the ble flings of 

* ' Mcffiah'i 

r. 

J J • The nathnal Cczt:nant with Ifnel, though attended with a 

J Republication of the nigral Law in ten Commandment!, is to 

V be cii<tin<uiibe1 t on the r.ne Hand, in m that Law, as prcvU 

*[ oully b;;i'ir);rna"l Makinl. And, on the other hand, inoBgi 

it was ait<?i>drd wt!i a (ii-^nfat'r.n of Grace, (whi h, however, 
did n >t extend to ail who wsi e under the iiational Covenant, and 
d d extend 10 foiii* who wire n>r under that Covenant:) it ii 
reprtfcn'ed in .*>ci ij^otc a» very dittincl ti.im the Covenant of 
Gracr, which G< d Ind revealed to Abraham 430 years before, 
ver. 17 It ?ff.)ideil many emblems of the bid lings of Grace, 
and was deigned to be preparatory to the c-.mmgot the Meffiab, 
and the rnoie fuii difj.'lay of his gl rious S alva> ion under tht 
New Tertamenr 0:fi>er.fari.n. l<ut the Covenant at Sinai wn 
made with all the fee i <*f lfracl, the ma} irity of whom, in tvary 
age, appeir to luv c been destitute < r real religion. Thereby 
carnal Men were admitted 'o peculiar privileges, upon the foot- 
ing of carnal qualifications. Merely to be rfelcendcd from 
Jacob, andciicmncifed in thefleih, cnt-tled to the enjoyment of 
\ the Privileges of that Cover-a^t, upen the obfeivance of it's ei- 

tcrnal rites, 'i he very higheit Office* in the Jewifh Church, ths 
Priefthood itfelt included, w.re claimed upon the ground of a 
carnal defcent, without any rega d to the inward piety of thi 
Candidate. Ir fee u red only temporal b'cfTing* ; it contained no 
, promifes of fpecial grace or eternal gL>ty : Both were enjoyed 

1 by minv who lived under that difpenf.tion, but not upon thi 

footing of the national Covenant. The Claim of Believers, in 
th.it period, to fpiriiua! and eternal BUflings, was not founded 
on their Onedience to the Law of Mnfes, but upon the gracious 
prom-fe wh.-ch God had lrn£ before nude to the fathers, and 
which that Law was never cfrfigned o difannul.— They who 
yielded external Obedience to ths Sirai Covenant, had a claim, 
upon chit condition, to the enjoyment of the promifed Land, and 

wtrt 
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's Kingdom, 'fief <wtre a Jbadwu of gmi 
> come, but tbt body, the fubftance, it of Cbrijl. 

7. Even the providential dealings of God, 
: feed of Abraham after the flefh, may be juflly 
ed "as in many refpe&s typical of his gracious 

with his cleft People, whom be bath redeemed 
ritual bondage, and whom he gives a better 
ace than an earthly Canaan. 

continual repetition of (he Sacrifice*, and their 
■pointed only in fome cafes, and not in others, 
iv. 27, 30. was a defioned intimation of their 
y, as to making a real, proper Atonement for 
a facrinces were provided either for heart Sins 
>nc hand, or pre Turn jituous fins on the Other, 
ilinet. therefore, mail bim that did tbt Jervict 
11 fit rlainiag to tbt cuifcitna, Heb. ix. O. Far 
• snide nothing ftrftS, tut vttu tbt intrsduQian 

c . ./ 

— 1;. But et«r- 



39 And nihil Covenant might b« kepi by grjcnled 

:he one hand, To, on the other, tho RigbtMufheA of 
am miaht be loft, sod Covenant Relation diflblved. 
i. H --2o. Which can never be proved poflihle ro - 

oHc truly Interfiled in tho Covenant of Otaee. 1 

Mof.ie Law wis dnfigned only for a time. . Heb, 
d calculated only for the obfervanca of one nation ■. 
of its precepts could not pofTibly have been adopted 
world, nor even by flii inhabitant* of a very large 
cut. xvi. 16.— It nil) wall of partition, between 
J entile, and it now removed by our blcflcd Saviour. 

HjN refer the reader, who vrlfflta more fully to inref. 
furjtft, which ii of great importance to a clear on. 

; 01 a cnnfiderable part of the divine word, to Dr. 
■ir'i Difftrlaimn an the Nature ef ibi Sinai Covenant, 
• firrl m hMTbttlspcal-DigfrtttuiH, printed for Dill;, 
and contains, the clcardiand fuUeft view ol the fob- 
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if a htier hope ; Bj the •whitl <wt draw nigh m 

Heb. vii. 19. through the cnce offering bf'tbt 

Refill Cbrift, as a Jaerifitt for fin, whereby he 1 

taiued eternal redemption. Heb.x, 10. ix. 12. ] 

I many among the Jews were divinely enlightenei 

i through the vail of the types, and have refpc 

t\M Mediator, whofe death fhoul J procure the 

'i tion ef the tTanfgfejfieti! that inert under tht fit 

l nii/, (Heb. ix. i>) yet the body of the pt 

* Itrael, having the veil of unbelief upon their 

looked no farther than the outward Inftitutio 

■ had no ienfe of the Spirituality of the mora] J 

t the ultimate defied of the ceremonial, which, 

I underftood, would have been a fcboolmafter ti 

i them to Chrift. — The fame carnal fdf-rigbteoiu 

working in the Apoftle's days, rendered it ne 

\ propofe the queftion in the text, h the Law ag, 

promifes of God, as we lliall prefently the 

particularly. 

2. But let as next -attend to a brief refrefem 

tht ptemifu ef God —The omoifciem God, unt 

were known, from eternity, all the events of ti 

not furprHed or difappointed by the entrano 

into our world. His plan was ready laid to get 

glory, by occsfiort of what naturally tended 

; greateft difhononr. He meant to glorify bimfe 

, kigbtH, by making peat* u'p»a tart b, and by < 

ing his free gead-tvi/b twwarji Men, after th 

human race had taken np arms againft him. B 

, ihould his Love to Sinners be. fo con ft rued, as 1 

an approbation of Sin j Ance he would neither 1 

irins of goverment, nor fuffer his Law to be 

with impunity. A Mediator was provided befo 

who ikould repair th* breach made by fin, in a 
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ely honourable to God and to his holy Law. For this 

the eternal Son of God was deftined to become 

mate, and in the Book of the divine decrees it was 

ten, that he fhould make his foul an offering for 

Cheerfully he united in the glorious defign, 

I come to do thy Will, O my God, thy Law is 
in' my Heart." Nor was his fuccefs left to hazard 
uncertainty ; an eled people were abfolutely given I 

by Covenant, and eternal life promifed them in ' ' 

ft Je/us before the ^vorld Began, * Yes, it was 

1 by an irrevocable decree, that he mould fee of the 
ail of his foul and befatisfied ; and, having perfected 
vork by Obedience unto Death, bring an innume- 
i multitude to Glory, who were predestinated to the 
prion pf Sons, and to be redeemed unto God by his 
d. — This Myllcry of redeeming Love, hid in the 
m of God from Eternity, was firft obfcurely dif- 
red, to the grateful Surprize of our guilty Parents, 
:he grievous Afionifhment of their fttbtil Tempter, 
ie» time of their Examination, in the very day of j -{ 

firft Tranfgreflion. the feed of the Woman Jhall I ■' 

\ the Serpent's btad.f Sacrifices were then ap- 
ted and accepted. And, by Faith, Abel offered a* 
: acceptable Sacrifice than Cain, acknowledging^ 
le death of the firftiings of his flock, that he was 
ner worthy of death, while he trufted that God 
d provide for himfeif a Lamb whofe blood fhould i 

lfe from all fin.— To Abraham it was revealed, that 
tfeffiah fhould defcend from Ifaac, and in him fhould 
he families of the earth be bleffed. Jacob, on his 
1, foretold him, under the title of Stiiloh, and 
id him as the Angel that redeemed him from all 
-Mofes prophefied of him as a Prophet, whom 
fhould raife up like unto him, to whom all ought 

C 2 to 
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to hearken, and whoever would not give ear unto him 
ihould be deftroyed from among the people. AAs iii. 
22, 23. Deut. xviii. 15, 19. But, though Mofw 
was, in divers refoe&s, a type of Chrift, and Chrift 
was, in various refpe&s, like unto him, Jefus hath, in 
all things, the pre-eminence. See Heb. iii. 3—6. The 
moral Law, as given by Mofes, appeared as the Minif- 
tration of Condemnation ; true, it was glorious and 
becoming it's Author, but it exhibited no grace} alone 
It afforded no hope to a Sinner. The ceremonial lw t 
indeed, exhibited a Shadow of good things to come, 
but none of it's facrifices were fufficient to make the 
comers thereunto perfect ; it was not poffible for the 
blood of bulls or goats to take away fins. Heb. x. 1-4. 
But the blood of Chrift hath done that truly, which they 
could only do typically. Accordingly, to him all the 
Prophets bore witnefs with increafing clearnefs and full- . 
nefs, till the appointed time came, when he appeared J 
to put away fin by the facrifice of himfelf. And, when 
he was manifeft in the flelh, Zacharias teflified that 
God had *vifited and redeemed bis people, andraifeiuf 
an born of falvation, in the boufe of bis few ant Dam J; 
as be bad fpoken by the mouth of bis holy prophets. Then 
was performed the chief mercy promifed to the fathen; 
the gracious covenant was fulfilled, which he had coo- 
firmed by oath unto Abraham ; to give the knowleigt of 
fahjation unto his people by the remiffion of their fins. Luke 
i. 68—79. By his obedience unto death, all that believe 
are juftified from all things-* from tvbicb they could not it 
juflified by the Law of Mofes, Acts xiii. 39. And now 
have Gentiles, as well as Jews, been encouraged to trufi 
in his Name, being allured that he is able to faite unf 
the uttermoft all that come unto God by him ; and that all 
the promifes of God are yea and Amen in bim, unto the 
Glory of God by us* 

3. But 
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3. Bat after the preceding reprefentation of the Law 
and the Promifes, it feem& not unnatural for the reader 
to afk, What room <wai there fo much as to query, Is the 
Law agairtfi the Promifes of God? Seeing it already I, 

appears, that Jefus, by his Obedience unto Death, hath ! j! 

magnified the original Lanu of God, and made it ho* j !! 

"nourable ; and through him God is juii, and yet the j 

juftifier of the ungodly ;— Seeing, alfo, that the Jewijb ! 

Law manifeftly implied it's own imperfection, and was | 

principally defigned to prefigure his redemption ? To 
.this I anfwer, Though the 'Law of Mofes was never 1 

defigned by it's Author to contradict his own gracious 
promifes, but rather to fubferve his defigns of mercy, j 

in rendering their neceflity more apparent, and their 1 

punctual fulfillment more evident ; yet multitudes of the 
Jews never entered into the views of the Lawgiver in. 
this refpect, but thought to obtain final acceptance 
with God, upon condition of their own obedience.— 
When the Types were fuperceded by the appearance 
of the Antitype, there were indeed many true Convert* j ■ 

to Chriftianity, who entirely depended on the Redeemer I : '* 

for Salvation, who yet, for a time, wanted light into 
the Abolition of the Mofaic Ritual. Gf thefe James 
fpoke to Paul, Acts xxi, 20. " Thou feeft, Brother, 
how many thoufands of Jews there are which believe, 
and they are all zealous of the Law." Toward thefe 
the Apoftle (hewed great gentlenefs, even as their Lord 
and Matter had fhewn unto themfelves. They were well 
aware of the power of prejudice, and the pronenefs of 
Mankind to be inordinately attached to old Culloms, 
even when they wanted the Sanction of a divine Com- 
mand, on which thefe Ceremonies were undoubtedly 
founded, though they had now ceafed to be binding 
upon that footing. They alfo knew that divine Provi- 
dence would foon put it out of their power to keep up 

this 



• 1. 

■ * 

I- 
I 



I ■. 




{ " 1 

this .Conformity io the Ceremonies, by the deftr-ufcrion 
of the temple and the city of Jerufalem. They there- 
fore waited patiently, expecting to fee thofe good Men 
gradually weaned from their prejudices. 

Bui when fome of the Jewifh Converts, not content 
with continuing to practice the ancient rites themfelvss, 
were for enforcing the ceremonial Law upon the Gen- 
tiles who embraced Christianity, the Apoliles united ii , 
publiihine a decree in favour of the latter (AfisH.) 
And Pauffreely encouraged them to Hand fait in the 
Liberty wherewith Chrilt had made them free. 

ThejuJaixing Tiaebin, who infefted the Churches'/ 
Gaialia, went farther Hill. They infilled upon the 
Obfervance of the Ceremonial Law, ai nutjfarj la Jtf- 
tificatiou be/are Gad. But whether this Sentiment in- 
cluded an attention to msral duties or not, thcApottle 
confidered it aa a dirctl opposition to the Golpeluf 
Chrilt. He infilled upon it, that thofe who were 
circumcized npon this principle, had virtually re- 
nounced the doftrine of Grace, and accordingly fore- 
warns them that Chrift would profit them nothing. In 
vain did they pretend to depend in part upon bit obedi- 
ence unto death, while they united therewith any kind 
of worksof their own, as the ground of their accept' 
ance with God. Chrift ii btcamt of none effeS oartjru, 
•wbafieoir af jau art expecting to ocjafiifttd by lb* Law, 
je are f allot from Grati, i. 4.— But fince they pleaded 1 
regard for the Law, as the ground of their opposition to 
the teal Gofpel of Chrilt, as publifhed by the Apoftle, 
this gave occafion to his proposing the Query 10 the 
Text, to which he himfelf returns fo full and explicit 
sn anfwer. 

I may add here, that if any of thefe Pharifaical Pro- 

fciTors confidered the eertmiiiial Law, as fu per ceding 

the obligations of the moral Law, which was the cale 

with 
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Jvitlfome in the days of Chrifl, (Matt, xxiii. 13.) and 
in ihe time of the Prophet lfaiah (Ifaiah i. 1 1.-17. Ivii. 
1--6.) this was an additional Error of [tie moll, perni- 
cious tendency. — Though even this awful millake was 
exceeded by the doctrine of jome among the jews, who, 
loon after, if not at this time, fell into the tbfnrd and 
impious notion, that the Law of Moles was given, not 
with a defign to oblige them to univcrlal obecjience, but 
:hat they might have opportunity of obtaining eter- 
lil Life,' by chooling out fome one of it's precepts, 
Which, if they kept with the moil fcrupu)ou» eAactnefs, 
hough they neglected the relt, it would he fufficient to 
intitTe'chem to an eternal Reward. * 

Such errors as thefe the Apollle uniformly and flrenu- 
lufly oppofed; and when Peter himlelf had tacitly given 
sustenance, by his practice^ to thofe who would have 
impofed the yoke of the abrogated ceremonies on the 
Gentiles, he •wilbfised bim to be face; being jealous, 
rfpecially, lell his conduct Qiould be made an handle 
[>f, ta.thedifadvancageof tiiat capital truth of Clinf- 
tianity, the doctrine of a Goner's julliiicatiun by the 
faith of Cbrift, and not by the works of tim Law.— 
But yet he moil cautioutly guards, in the text, againft 
any diihonourabie views of the Law itfelf, as though it 
were, in it's own nature, inconfiBent with the ptoraifes 
of God. 

It will, from what has been obfemd, be eafy. to ac- 
count for the different manner in which ilie A pole fpeak» 
of the low in oifftiem places. Of the original, un- 
alterable Law of God, he always fpeaks in terms, of the 
highelt refpect. Ol that Law, I mean, which hi» 
argument, in Rom. v. 13. implies exilled before Moles, 
even from the Creation; though all mankind are juflly 
condemned 
mof Sauiin'i Strmcw. Vol, \i, 
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tondemned to death for the breach of It ; and though, 
as to the purpofe of entitling us to eternal life, it if 
become weak through the flefh. Inftead of giving life 
to a Sinner, it reveals the wrath and righteous dif- 
pleafure cf God again ft all anrighteoufnefs and an- 
godlinefs of Men. But this is no fault of the Law, to 
bear witnefs again ft the fault of the Cieature. As it 
never demanded more for God than his due, fo it neper 
threatened the Sinner with any thing worfe than his 
defert. — Of the temporary Initiations of the Mofaic 
Difpenfation, con fide red as now abrogated by the death 
of Chrift, and efpecially as abufed by the Tudaizing 
Teachers, who fet them up in oppofition to the Gofpel 
of Chrift; not confidering that (Economy, as prepara- 
tory to Chriftianity, or defigned to (hew them their need 
of the promifed Mefliah, and lead them by Types and 
Shadows to Faith in him : of thefe ceremonies, I fay, 
thus abufed, he fpeaks in thisEpiftle in very diminutive 
terms. He calls them weak and beggarly Elements, 
wbereunto they defired again to be in bondage, iv. 9.— 
Bui how differently does he fpeak of the moral Law* in 
Rom, vii. 12, 22. The Law is holy: and the Com* 
mandment holy, juft, and good. The Law h fpiritual. 
I con/en t unto the Law that it is good. I delight in the 
Law of God after the inward Man. And well he might, 
for his blefled Lord and Saviour did fo. Pf. xl. 8. And 
fo do all his Saints. Ifai. li. 7. — So again, though he 
exhorts the Galatians (v. i.) to ft and faft in the liberty 
wherewith Chrift bath made us free , and not be entangled 
again with the yoke of ceremonial bondage* Yet, in 
the fame Chapter (14) He recommends the feeond *n& 
lowtft branch of the moral Law, as fulfilled in one word, 
in this, Thou Jhalt love thy neighbour as tbffelf.- And, 
in Ch. vi. 2. he enjoins them to bear one another's bur- 
dens, and fc fulfil the Law of Chrift* Now, fu rely, if 

Chrift 



Chrift has confirmed our obligations to fulfil the fecunti 
great branch of the Law, he has not releafed as from 
oar obligations to be conformed to the fir ft and great eft 
Command. Hardly can I forbear adding, he mud: be 
more like a Devil than a Cbriftian, who could reckon 
it a privilege to be releafed from fo blefled an obliga- 
tion. 

II. But it is time to proceed to thefecond Thing pro- 
poied, The Confideration of the ApoftlSs Answer to 
this Query ; and more immediately attend to the Evi- 
dence, that the Law is not inconjtftent <witb ihe Goffel, 
Or againft the promifes of God. — I would only pre- 
ftufe, that I (hall confider both the Que ft ion and An- 
fiver in the text, in the molt extenfive fenfe, as in- 
cluding both the Law of Creation, and the Law of 
Mofes. I fuppofe, indeed, that the latter is more 

fsnerally intended by the word Law, as ufed in this 
piflle and in that to the Hebrews ; but here I think 
both are included. Efpecially for thefe two Reafons. 
(i.) The Mofaic Difpenfation was attended with a 
promulgation of the moral Law, in the ten Command- 
ments; which, though employed under that Difpenfa- 
tion for a particular purpofe, as conftituting a part of 
the national Covenant, yet did not thereby lofe any 
part of it's original authority. I conceive that God 
Jid not require fpiritual obedience of the Ifraclites by 
:he national Covenant as fucb. But by entering into a 
•jew and peculiar Relation to them, as their political 
Head, he did not give up his prior Relation as the God 
md Governor of the Unrverfe, and in that Character 
le as much required the Heart of them as of any other 
People upon earth, (z.) The Apoftle feems particu- 
arly to defign being as universal as poffible in his an- 
Wer, and therefore, in the original, drops the article, 
ind obferves, that if there had been Law (i.e. any 
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Law) that could have given Life, verily Right eoujmfs 
Jhould have been by Law, And as Dr. Guj/e obferves, 
according to Mr. Locke's rule of interpretation, npos 
and ix iojxov being here ufed without the article, they 
relate to Law in general, and confequendy exclude 
from our J unification, the works not only of the cert* 
vionial and msral law both, but alfo equally oppofe the 
unfcriptural. idea of our being ju (lifted by our owa 
Obedience to any fuppofed new, remedial Law. 

Thefe things being premifed, we would attend to 
the proof, that the law is in no fenfe contrary to the 
gofpel, or again it the promifes of God. In the firll 
place we fee the Apod I e, with a tone of abhorrence, 
flatly denies the fuppofition . God forbid ! Let it by w 
means be! Nor does this fufHce; he not only denies, 
but difproves. If fays he, there bad been a law white 
could have given life, verity rigbleoufnejs Jhould huvt 

{ been by the Law, &c. Intimating that the Gofpel 

? was deligned for a purpofe, to which the law was 

wholly inefficient, and which it really never propofed 
to anfwer, viz. to give Life to a Sinner. Though yet 
that end is Jo anfwered by the Gofpel, as not to offer 
the lead injury to the Law, or caft any reflection opon 
it, for not doing what it never undertook to perform.— 
And then, laftly, he points out the real fubferviency of 

: the Law to the Gofpel in ver. 22. ds concluding all under 

Jin, that falvation might appear to be wholly of grace. 

\ The Apoftle utterly rejects the Idea of any real oppo- 

sition between Law and Gofpel. And well he might. 
For that Idea, once admitted, mud reflect dilhonour 
upon God himfelf, in one Character or another. Either 
his Law mud have been too ft rift, or his Gofpel too 
lax. He at fir ft demanded more than his due, or he 
now has given up his juft rights. But (hall we dare to 
conceive of God as acting the part of a cruel Tyrant,' 
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tor as finking into the Hkenefs of a weak and too in* 
dulgent Parent, who facrifices his authority to the hu- 
mours and vices of his Children ? Shall we fuppofe 
the Almighty at fir ft laid an inconfiftent plan of Go* 
Yernment, which he has been obliged to correct and „ 

amend, as confeious it was too rigid and fevere ? Or ! 

fliall we imagine, that his Love to his People has in- 
duced him to fave them at the Expence of Law and 
Juftice, and to the difhonour of his own Crown and 
Dignity ? God forbid, fays the Apoftle, and let every 
loyal Subject, let every filial heart fay Amen. 
• We have confidered the term Law, as here including 
both the moral and ceremonial Law. Whether thefe are 
confidered conjointly or feparately, we (hall find them 
in perfect harmony with the gofpel. 

Let us firft view them conjointly , and here we will 
notice the grand argument of the apoftle in the text, 
from the confideration of the insufficiency of the Law 
to give Life. The Gofpel difcovers a glorious method 
to accomplish a gracious defign, which defign could 
not have been obtained by the law, whether ceremonial « 

Or moral. Could the Juftification of a Sinner have been j 

effected by the law, it might then have taken juft 
offence at the Gofpel, as intruding into it's concerns, 
and invading it's peculiar province. Could the Law 
have alledged againlt the introduction of the Gofpel, 
that the finner might have attained a title to eternal 
life by precepts as well as by promi/es, and that, there- 
fore, the beilowment of the latter was unneceffary, we . 
might on that fuppofition ad.i.it a variance between jj 
them. But this never was the cafe. The Law is weak 
through the fiejb, and cannot jullify an individual of 
the fallen race. It can therefore make no jult objection 
to the work being done by another hand. If any ob- 
jection were made, the gofpel has at once this for an* 
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fwer. If tberi bad been a law given, <wbicb could have 
given life, verily rigbteoufnefs Jbould have been by the. 
Lavj, But the fcripture batb concluded all under Jin, 
If, therefore, men had not been juftified by the Gofpel, 
they could not have been juftified at all. But the Law 
in itfelf has no fuch objections to make. It was only 
it's indifcreet advocates, or rather it's pretended friends, 
that entertained any fuch fufpicions. The Law itfelf 
in no form is againfl the Promifes. On the contrary, 
it cheerfully gives place to the Redeemer, and find* 
itfelf fulfilled in him and magnified by him. 

If it had been poflible for the moral Law to have 
accepted a Sinner, upon the footing of perfonal bat 
imperfect obedience; or if the additional obfervanceof 
the ceremonial lnltitutions enjoined by Mofes, could 
have made amends for moral defects; could it have 
been proved confident with the divine Purity and Im- 
mutability, to have altered and lowered the original 
demands of the Law of Creation ; or could it have been 
agreeable to the divine rectitude and dignity to have fet 
the old Law afide, and to have fubftituted another, 
whereby it would have been poflible for a finner toharc 
been reconciled unto God, either upon eafieror harder 
terms, than the perfect obedience which he at firft re- 
quired : if, [ fay, either of thefe had been poflible j 
then, verily, righteoufnefs ihould have been thus at* 
% lined. God would have fpared his only begotten Son. 
He would not have (hed his blood without occafion. 
For furely if the Death of Chrift was not abfolucely 
nccefiary to fecure the honour of the divine Govern- 
ment in the Pardon of Sin, it will be forever ira poflible 
to fee either Juftice, Wifdom or Love in that awful 
event. Had it been pojjible for the Blood of Bulls $r 
Qoats to have taken away fin as well as the Blood of 
Cod's o<wn Son* undoubtedly fo great a Sacrifice would 
r^eyer have been appointed. . But 
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Law was given, nor could have been given, 
ild give the Sinner Life. The moral Law de- 
our all for God, and it was naturally impojjtble 
Id give him more than our all.— A Jlrifier Law 
ve done us no good. Repentance was already 
, though not by the Utter of the Law, yet by 
'/ of it. For it mud have followed from Love 

if any true Love had remained after we had 
ended him. Put this could not avail for our 
ion, unlefs repentance could be proved to be 
ie complete Right eoufnefs of tie Law, or the 
urfe of the Law.— A milder Law would have 
nitely dilhonourabie to God, as it would have 
3 plied that he had before been chargeable with 

in exacting more than his due, or threatening 
er with more than he deferved. It would have 
that Sin was not fuch a mighty evil as the old 

1 fuppofed, and that God had guarded his Law 
iction which it would have been cruel to have 
execution. Betides, the moral Law was, and 
evel with our natural capacity, and if it mult 
ed with our moral capacity, i. e. with our in- 
ts, how low mull it fink then! Alas, it mull: 
?n brought fo low as to require nothing but 
obedience, without any real aim at the divine 
and then it would ftill have been ten thoufand 
>ut we had failed, even in that outward per* 
i of Duty which a bad man might poffibly have 
d. But furely it mull have tended to God's 
r to have pro mi fed eternal Life as the reward 
mce fo radically and efTentially defective. The 
. the moral Law never could give eternal Life 
i the condition of perfefi obedience. But upon 
ing it was too late for a Sinner ever to expect 
L,aw having been already tranfgreffed by his 
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difobedienee, and he being expofed to it*» 
awful penalty. 

A> (o the etrtmonial Law, that was never C 
to give eiernal Life, except only as direftit 
Lamb of God who tjketh away die fin of the 
It would be offering the greatclt Injury to tl 
charafter to luppoie the blefied Gad who had c 



requited perlcil Obed 
his holy Will, wo ' ' 
ward Ceremonies 
threatened raiiona 
of their Difobedience, 



. and intern d Conf 

iw be fatisfied with i 

a Head. Or that he 

fternal Deal 

vould acuept of fo 

a mere brute. How far muil thh have been 
tendency to convince bis fubjefts of the reftitu 
original requirements, or the heinous mali 
tranfgreffion. Thofe judaizing Teachers who a 
o propigate fucb a ientimenc as this, abufed 
"n eppoiition 10 the moral Law, i 
the bleflcd Gofpel, which it 
i pre-figure. — I may add, ne 
on/u/Law provided Jpirtiuall 
laudned no promifes of divine 
icline to obedience. Even the 
; in Innocence, did not enfure 
i Ipiritual Life, or the contin 
" which he was then 
not preferve Life, I 



monial Law ii 
in oppjfition 
chief honour t< 

Sinner. Theyc 
effeaually ti ' 
when Man \ 
ferva.ion of his 
that holy dii;«>(it:i 
And if the Law cou 
could it communicate 



If we 

findtM: 



> the 



id L 



dead in Sin. 




abufed by ii 
really oppofite in itfelf to thePrc 
Cod, but in various relpefls fubfervient to thei 
true Syllem of Judaifm was preparatory and 
tradiiftury to Chrillianity. The whule Mofa« 
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led to prove the need of the Gofpel Method of 
•i), by the Sacrifice of the eternal Son of God. 
contained a great number of typical Jnftitutions, 
though they could not make the Attendants 
em perfect, prefigured a better hope. Almoft all 
y the Law were purged with blood, to fhew that 
Jhedding cf blood there is no remijjion. It wa* 
t necejfary, that the patterns of things in the, 
, Jhould be purified with thefe ceremonial purifi- 
but the heavenly things themfelves with better 
r than thefe. Could the legal facrinccs have 
valid atonement, they would have ceafed being 
in (lead of being repeated year after year ; but 
it was not poffiblc for the blood of brutes to 
ay fin effectually and eternally, they were lively 
: that one offering of the blood of Jefos, whereby 
t perfeSled for ever them that were fanfiified. 
:. 22, 23. x. 2, 3, 14. In fact, " almoft every 
of the ceremonial law, beiides it's other pur- 
;, was intended to typify either the Median, or 
Characters of the Subjects of his kingdom, or 
leifingsof the Chriftian difpenfation." Viewed, :"] 

e, in its original defign, it was not at all again ft '<; 

nifes of God, For there can no more be an 
on between the type and the antitype, than the \ 

:y can be again It it's own fulfilment:. It was -' 

heft Glory of thefe Shadows to be turned, as it i. 

nto Subftance, by the Appearance of God our 
'. But when the Sun of Righteoufnefs was fully 
he Light of the Moon was withdrawn. The 
CEconomy gave place to a more fpiritual dif- jl 

)n, under which none are to be accounted in 
n with God on the footing of birth, blood, or 
utward conformity to any pofuive inftitution. 
only is a Jew who is one inwardly, &c. And 

the 
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the Wettings belonging to fuch, are infinitely p 
to any which the feed of Jacob, according to ti 
could claim upon the ground of the Sinai Ct 
being fpiritual, inamiffible and eternal. 

If we view the moral Law diilin&ly, there ca 

contradiction between that and the Gofpei, bee 

latter gives to the former it's utmoft claims, an 

tually provides for it's being honoured and i 

The moral Law was fully established, yea, mc 

and mads honourable, by the perfect and g 

obedience of the Son of God, who came not a 

the Laiu, but to fulfil it. The deliverance 

lievers from the Penalty of the Law, is in a w 

finitely honourable to the Law, fo as to pre 

Equity even of the penal fanSion, by fhewin 

God had only threatened the fmner with his re: 

and that, in fo doing, he had done as he wo 

done by ; feeing he fpared his own Son, when 

came Surety for Sinners, no more than he wolii 

fpared the Criminals themfelves. And thus t 

liever's Title to eternal Life, reflects honour up 

Law, being given as the reward of perfect Ob* 

to it's holy Precepts, even the Obedience of the 

God in human Nature, who cheerfully compile 

it's utmoit requirements, and made it his meat j 

•drink to fulfil all it's Commands. This g 

Obedience is at once the Matter of Bur Jnfti). 

and the Pattern of our Sanflificafion, So th 

Apoflle, in the very fame Chapter (Rom. iii.) 

tie had fo ftrenuoufly pleaded, That a Man is j 

iy Faith without the deeds of the Law, might w< 

Do ive then make *void the Lazv through faith f 

for hid. Yea y ive efiablijh the La*w. 

The Gofpei Method of Salvation is every way 

Law's Advantage, What human Law would or. 
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4 Prince becoming Surety for a Beggar, when/ with- 
out this Snbftitution, all the fatisfaclion the Law could 
have had, would have been to fhut up a miferable 
pcnnylefs Culprit in prifon for life. The only difficul- I 

liei were, to find a Surety of fufficient Worth and 
Ability; and of fufficient Goodnefs and Grace; who 
^et Should be near enough of kin to them to whom the 
Law had been given, and by whom it had been broken; 
and who alfo (hould be properly authorized to a ft as 
the Sinner's Surety. But infinite Wifdom has found 
fuch a Raniomer. He is able, he is willing, he is rich 
enough and kind enough ; he is near enough related to 
Hs 9 and he is properly authorized. And the Law has 
Mot a Word to oirer by Way of Objection. [J hope, 
poor Sinner, you have none.] His Obedience hath 
brought wnfpeakably more honour to the Law than 
cwr's could have done. God never had fuch a Servant 
tttiide. He boa As of him, he delights in him, he de- 
lights to honour and reward him. He calls on Heaven 
and Earth to look at him ; " Behold mine Elect Ser- ^ 

Vant, in whom my Soul delighteth ; and fee by the 4 J 

.Reward of his Obedience, how much I delight in -i 

JUghteoufnefs." — So alfo>6// Sufferings are a far ftronger t 

Teftimony of God's hatred of Sin than our's would have t 

'been, had we fuffered the Vengeance of eternal Fire. * T 

The Law then is not againft the Promifes, nor are ,; 

the Promifes againft the Law. The Gofpel is againft f| 

the Sinner's Juitification by the works of the Law : 
But why ? Becaufe the Law itfelf is againft it. It 
would be altogether in confident with the immutable 
Perfection of the Law, and fo infinitely to the dishonour 
of the Legiflator. But are the promifes againft the 
law ? God forbid. The whole Law is Jummed up in 
*ne word, «« Love." And can the Gofpel of Chrift 
be oppofite to the Duty of love? Surely Jefus, by 

li his 
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bis Obedience onto Death, has confirmed all the Obli- 
gations to Love which we were under antecedent to the 
Confideration of his Death: and he has fuperadded 
other obligations of infinite weight, add re fled to our 
Gratitude. — View the Law, as divided by our Lord 
in;o two principal Branches, and which of thefe doe# 
the Gofpel fetaiidc? Does it cafhier Love to Goo? 
,The Jews, who faid our Lord call out Devils by Beelze- 
bub, did not utter a viler flander, than the Man who 
would reprefent Believers in Jcfus as freed from Obliga* 
lion to love God with all the Heart.— Does it exempt 
from Love to Ma n ? Surely not. It has even laid us 
under an infinite Obligation to love our very Enemies, 
from the Confideration of the Son of God's dying for 
us, even under the Character of his Enemies.— View it 
as represented in the ten Commandments, and which of 
thofe prohibitions does the Gofpel fet afide? Does is 
countenance Idolatry, Will - Worlhip, Profanation of 
God's Name, or of his Day? Does the Gofpel teach 
difobedience and neglect of relative Duties ? Read the 
dole of Paul's Epiftles and fee. Does it encourage 
cruelty, impurity, injuftice, flander or covetoufneis I 
Does it reprefent thefe as lefs Jinful in Believers than in 
others ? It's open Enemies would be afhamed to bring 
fuch a charge againlt it. If there ever was a pre- 
tended friend who has encouraged fuch an idea, he 
has a&ed the part of Judas over again. But the Gract 
of God, that bringeth Salvation, hath appeared to all 
?nen ; teaching fuch that cordially embrace it, that deny' 
ing uhgodlinefs and worldly lujls, v:e jhould live sober- 
ly, righteously, and godly in this prejent World. 
Yes, thefe are the things that Become found Doclrint. 
Our Saviour Jefus Chrift gave himfelf for us, that be 
might redeem us from all Iniquity, and purify unto him- 
flf a peculiar people, z/alcus of good works. Tit. ii. i» 

' lb 
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ft, 12, 14.— He that hath delivered his People from 
the Curfe of (he broken Covenant of Works, by being 
made a Curfe for them, Gal.iii, 13. hath confirmed, 
inJlead of relaxing their Obligations to devote thera- 
ielvea to the Lord. — View the Law as expanded and 
nnfolded in all tht precept iiit part of the word of God,* 
and every part is fweetly enforced by the Gofpel of oar 
Lord Jefw Chrilt. Believers are taught, whether they 
tat or drink, or whatever they do, to da all to the Glory 
if God. And this under the Influence of the moft 
powerful of all motives. Ye are not your c-iua ; ye are 
bought •uiith a price; ibenforc glorify God in your body, 
and inyour fpirit, which art Gad's, 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. 
Moreover, the Gofpel oF Jefus does not tnerelv pre- 
fent us with motives to Obedience, it makes effillHal 
fro'vifion for the Law heing obeyed. It not only exhibits, 
a Saviour, whofe cordial conformity to all it's precrpts, 
has put more honour upon it than the ob< of all 

the Angels in heaven j but it reveals a SaneVfier to writs 
it's commands upon the hearts of ele& Sinners. The 
Law, though it claims the heart, cannot change it. It 
is but a mere Rule of what is right, withou any Efficacy 
n-ceflarily connected with it. The Gofpel, on the 
contrary, makes effectual provision for the beltoivment 
of the Holy Spirit, to conform us to the vt ill and image 
of God. E 2 Thus, 

. * How unaccountahle and unwarrantable misil the conduct 
of any he, wlio fhould pretend to tontine [he meaning of th* 

gp about 10 prove that (be Law it not a fuffi;i«;u Rule tor ihe 
Condufl of Believers. Will fucb l-erfon« reprint the CJi.d 
as a mo Law? Or will they fay the Word of Cad It a Rule of 
Pra&keat well as Faith to believers, but nil at containing any 
Law to which they aught to be conformed. Certainly a Man 

difficult, for one who difcovers and encourages an Antipathy to 
the Nam* of [be Low, to keep up 1 props icTpcct for tha 
.Tiling, 
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Thus, then, it is abundantly evident, that the Lavr 
is not again ft the Promifes. For, if the Law could bwve 
given Life, verily Rigbteonftefs had been by the L&w. 
Let as, therefore, never forget the Reafom why a Sinner 
cannot be juttified by his own Obedience to the moral 
Law. It is not owing to any thing wrong or defective 
in it's Precepts. Nor to any undue rigoar or feverky 
in it's penal Sanation. Jt never demanded more of the 
Creature, nor threatened any .thing worfe to the Sinner, 
than what a good, holy and righteous God knew to be 
perfectly juft and right.— The reafon why we ought not 
to look to the Law for J unification, is not becaufe God 
difap proves of his own Law, and undervalues real con* 
formity to it ; but becaufe we are deftitute of that con- 
formity, and the Law cannot juftify it's Violators. God 
has no defign to alter or lay afide his original rule of 
Government, as if it was mean and contemptible, or • 
cruel and tyrannical. Heaven forbid the Blafphemy ! 
Shall we fuppofe that the two great Commandments, on 
which hang all the Law and the Prophets, are now dif- 
carded, and that neither God nor we have any thing 
more to do with them ? By no means. The Standard 
cf Righteoufnefs is eternal and immutable. But the 
Law, confidered in the form of a Covenant, curfes and 
condemns the Sinner, who cannot efcape but by fleeing, 
to the refuge fet before him in the Gofpel. By that 
means, indeed, the Believer is for ever freed from Con- 
demnation. Yet not at the Expence of the Law. Grace 
reigns tbrougb Rigbteoufnefs (not on the Ruins of it) 
unto eternal Lije, tbrougb Jefus Cbrift our Lord. Rom. 
v. 21. He is the end of the Law for Righteoufnefs to 
every one that believeth. His Obedience was a fuller 
demonftration of the equity and immutable Goodnefs- 
of the Law, than the Obedience of all mere Creatures 
united. And his Sufferings were a more finking de- 
mon it ration* 
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(tration of the infinite evil of Sin, than if all the 

ers in the. World had been cad into the Lake of 1 

—•God originally prom i fed to reward Obedience 

is Law, not becauie any Creators could, ftridUy 

ring, merit by doing his Duty y but becaufe thd 

; Governor of the. World delighted to (hew his 

: to Obedience. And now he will have a flill 

r Opportunity of teftifying his well - pleafednefs 

true Righteoufnefs, by making millions of re* 
ted Sinners fellow-heirs with his incarnate Son, of 
vail reward by which he hath recompenfed his 
lience unto Death. For all the Happinefs of the 
:s in Glory, is to be confidered as the Reward of i 

& Obedience to the Law of God ; not indeed of ! 

own perional Obedience, but the Obedience of : 

bleficd Surety* How is it poffible for God himfelf 
t more honour upon the Law, than by giving the i 

afting poffefiion of Heaven, as a reward to that '' 

lience which above every thing elfe hath magnified 
,aw and made it honourable. 

id here let me remark how impoffible it is for any \ 

really to admire Cbri/l's Righteoufnefs , and to ac* 

c it worthy of fuch an immenfe reward, when jet 

:es no beauty or excellence in Righteoufnefs in 

a/. Surely if we admire ChrijPs Rightcouincfs 

•ely, we mull elleem Righteoufnefs uni<vtrfally : 

if we approve of Righteoufnefs univerfally, we 

long to be righteous per/onally and inherently. 
/ one, therefore, who truly embraces Ch rift's 
teoufnefs, muft love Holinefs, and fo love the Law 
lule of Life, though he is dead to it as a Covenant, 
ndeed, all the Holinefs of Saints here or hereatfer, 
hing more than real conformity to the fpirit of the 
; or nothing more than the natural refult of fupreme 

to God, which is required by the iiift and greatefl- 
nandmeitt of the Law. '1 hus 
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' 'Thus have we feen that though the moral Law .cannot 
give Life to a Sinner, this is owing to the fault of the 
Sinner, not to the fault of the Law. It is owing to 
the Law's Goodnefs and abfolute Perfection, and to the 
Sinner's badnefs and criminality, that he cannot be 
ju Hi tied by his own obedience. The Law could not 
entitle us to Life in that it was weak through the ftjb, 
Rom. viii. 3. Jt could not adjudge thofe to- eternal 
Life upon the ground of their own obedience, whofe 
obedience was not fully commenfurate with it's righteous 
demands ; and much lefs thofe whofe every aclion was 
radically deficient, and wholly deftitute of the eflential 
Mature of true Virtue, which is the cafe of all the 
un regenerate. 

The foregoing obfervations are farther confirmed bf 
vcrfe 1 8th, wherein the apotfle feems to meet the 
obje&ion which fome might bring againfr him, who 
would fay, «• Why then was the Law re-publiftied fince 
the fall, or given in writing to finners, when it was 
impoflible for them to be juitified by it?" The Serif J 
tare, replies the apollle, bath concluded all under Sin, 
that the promt ft by faith of Jefus ChriJ} might be given t$ 
them that believe. Thus the Law, when rightly improved, 
is not in anywife againit. the promifes, but is employed 
in the facred writings altogether in fubferviency to the 
Gofpel. The whole tenor of Scripture hath concludtl 
ell under fin* Whoever underftands the prohibitions 
find requiiements of the moral Law, in their extent and 
fpirituality, mult acknowledge the finfulnefs of all 
mankind, who are fo far from any real conformity to 
it's demands. While the feverity of it's penalties, as 
annexed by him whofe judgment is according to truth, 
difcovers fin to be infinitely culpable. The curfe being 
denounced a gain ft Every one nvho continueth not in all 
things written in tbe book of the Law to do them* ex- 

\4dudei 
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i /inner from all hope of acceptance with God 
e ground of his own obedience.— The Ceremonial 
y it's various Purifications and Sacrifices, bore 
witnefs to our Pollution and Guilt. And thus 
incide vvilh the humbling import of the Crofs of 
which manifrftly implies that we had done deeds 

of deaths that we were infinitely to blame, and 
%n able ourfelves to make amends for our Violation 
.aw. Hence it was that we needed a Saviour 
Great One. And hence that Saviour, with ail 
lite Dignity and all his lntereft with the Father, 
cither hope norwifh to fucceed in his Mediation 
erceflion, but upon the ground of a Sacrifice of 

value, which he has offered up unto God in 
d. 

lis means everlafting mame is thrown upon Sin, 
ing honour put upon the Law, while everlaftii.g 
?fs is fecuied to the believing Sinner, and ever- 
31ory and Triumph crown the Redeemer. Thus 
m appears altogether a free Gift, the fruit of 
n, unmerited Love. Grace fliines and reigns 
jantly in all our Salvation. The promiles arc 
and amen in Chrift Jefu3. The furcft ground 
uragement is given to every believing finner. 
ritual and eternal Bleffings are communicated 
i the Mediator, to thofe who are confeious they 
lave claimed nothing but deftruclion on the 
of perfonal obedience. AH Boafting is for ever 
d, and at the fame time no room is left for the 
nee of Sin under the covert of the reign of Grace, 
ofs of Chrifti while it difcovers the only cxpia- 
Guilt, manifeiting the evil of fin more fully 
en the flames of hell. While Jefus delivers our 
om deflrudtion, he fweetly and effeclually con- 
ws to feek the deilruftion of fin : and indeed 

communicates 
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communicates that life and flrength which the Law 
sever pretended to bellow. 

But the length of the previous difcourfe requires me 
to conclude with only adding a few Obfervations by way 
of Improvement* 

Obf. i. We may learn from the text, and the remarks 
already made thereon, that it is no ivay inconfeftent with 
the moft evangelical Deftgns, for the Minifters of tbt 
Go/pel fully to explain the Law, and carefully to vindicate 
it's Hcnour. On the contrary, it is their Duty to preach 
the Law, though ever in fubferviency to the Gofpel of 
drift. 

It is the holy Law of God which is the eternal and 
immutable Standard of Duty by which we muft judge 
of right and wrong. — Though the blcffed God may 
fuperadd what pofitive precepts he pleafes, yet it is upon 
this oiiginal footing, that they become obligatory on 
the Confidences of thofe to whom they are directed.-** 
By the Law alfo is the Knowledge of Sin. Paul ac« 
knowledges he had not known/in but by the Law. How 
can a Miniiier hope to convince his hearers of fin, but 
by flaring and afTerting the requirements of the Law? 
Or how can conviction of fin be any otherwife than very 
partial and defective, if the Law is not opened in it's 
full extent and Spirituality, as reaching to the heart, as 
well as the outward conduct; and making no fore of 
allowance on account of our utter depravity, or moral 
inability to obey it ?•— — As we cannot know the great- 
nefs of our unworchinefs and guilt, till we know* the 
Law to be spiritual, holy, j aft and good; fo we 
cannot know our Need of Cbrijt without fuch an ac- 
quaintance therewith. But the more we fee the Extent, 
Equity fend Excellence of the Law, the more we (hall 
fee of the need of his Blood and Rightepufnefs, in, 

order 
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) oar Pardon and Acceptance with God.—- 
A real fenfe of the Excellence of the moral 
abfolutely necefTary to any troe fenfe of Cbrlft'i 
■ctlltttce. The Goodnefs of bis Temper and 
t, the worth and value of bit moral Character 
edience, cannot be feen by any man who is 
> the Beauty of that Law to which he was per- 
mformed, and which he delighted to magnify 
ke honourable.— —Farther, No Chriftian can 
ir what end he nttds the Agency of tki Holy 
, but in confequence of his Acquaintance with 
of God. It is His Work to •mriti the Laid 
heart ; but if we know nothing of the contents 
Law, what (hall we aft him to do? We have 
rule to detefl that which we Ihould pray him 
J, nor to difcover what manner of fpirit we 
ik him lo produce and cherilh in us, but this 
*. For all the preceptive part of fcripture is 
elfe but our Lord's two Commands expanded, 
various duties are required of Mankind, ac 
to their different circom fiances, in confequence 
all and recovery, which were not required of 
i Innecmct; yet they all are the natural refolc 
me principle of fupreme Love to God, varying 
itions according: to the change of our circum- 
Though not contained in the letter of the 
;iven to Adam, or publifhed on Mount Sinai, 
contained, as I may fay, in the Jpirit of it.— 
Chriltians cannot judge of their frame end 
r miid toward God and Man, fo as to know 
they are growing in Grace, or not, without a 
nd frequent examination of themfelves by this 
e Standard of Duty. 

ipecimen of the ufefulnefs of Minilters preach- 

..aw, in fubferfieney to evangelical purpofes, 

F may 
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may fuffice to an Aver fome ignorant profeilbrs (t 
wife enough in their own eyes) who would revih 
Preachers who think it their Duty to explain the 
Law, and infill upon it's fpirituulity and excellen 
if thefe were the very kind of teachers that Pa 
pofed in this Epiille. But let the intelligent I 
judge, if his fpeaking diminutively of the Sin; 
venant, then abrogated and abufcd, can be fairl 
proved to degrade the original Law of God, or cor 
Gofpel Ministers for making ufe of it in their P 
ing. — Paul, indeed, tells the Galatians (iv. 10 
Ye obferve days, and months, and times, and years, 
afraid of you, left I have be/lowed upon you lab 
vain. But is this the fame thing, as if he had 
" I am afraid of you, becaufe you talk fo much ab( 
•' extent of human obligation, and the purity 
41 original Lavy of God. You confider it as th 
" of all men to love God, and one anoiher ; a 
" prefent their not being able to find it in their 
#< to comply with this demand, as their fin, inft 
" an excufe. You go about to convince men 
" by comparing their hearts and lives with th< 
" in hope that through the Law they may becom 
" to the Law, and fee their need of Chrifl : anc 
•« they have believed in Chrifl, you teach them t 
" their Faith by their Works, &c. Surely I hi 
€t flowed upon you labour in vain." — Let fuch £ 
plaint as this be compared with the Apoftle 
PracYice, and the tenor of his Epillles, and thei 
how confident it would found with his own Lai 
in Rom. iii. vii. Titus iii. 8. and an hundred r. 
befides. 

We allow, indeed, that (he moral Law may be 
both by Minifters and hearers. We know, { 
Apoltle, that the Law if good, if a Man ufe it la 
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i Tim. i. 8. A Preacher may dwell difproportionately 
and injudicioufly upon the molt important Truths, and 
when fuch is the Cafe, even though they mould fay 
nothing but the truth, they are to be blamed for neg- 
lecting other Truths.—- And too many have fet up for 
teachers of the Law, underftanding neither what they 
fay, nor whereof they affirm. Such have either avowedly, 
or by implication, reprefented the old, original Law as 
repealed or lowered in it's demands, and have en- 
couraged Jinners to expect acceptance with God upon 
the footing of their own Obedience. This is an illegal 
abufe of the Law : contrary to it's own exprefs declara- 
tion, Curfed is the Man that continueth not in all things • 
—As the moral* Law, though ftill obligatory, may be 
abufed, fo the ceremonial Law, though now abrogated, 
not only had it's ufe, while it continued in force, but 
the hiftory and Explanation of it may ftill be very ufe- 
fal to Chriltians, though they are under no obligation 
to conform to it's carnal ordinances, which were only 
tmpofed on the natural feed of Ifrael until the time of re- 
formation, Heb. ix. 10. 

Obf 2. I would once more remark, that it follows, 
from what has been faid, That the mojl deeply convinced 
Sinner, has no need to fear the Law -will oppofe his Sal- 
vation, if he is hut cordially willing to he faved by 
Grace through the Lord J ejus. 

It is true, the very Nature of vital Faith implies an 
hearty Approbation of the Law, and a cordial Ac- 
quiefcence in the humbling Import and holy Tendency 
of the Gofpel, as fuited to difcountenance Sin to the 
uttermoft, and glorify God in the higheft. There is in- 
deed a way of preaching what fome call Gofpel, in direct 
oppofition to the Law, fo as to leave the very Core of 
the Controverfy between God and the Sinner untouched $ 
or rather to leave the Sinner juftified in all his former 
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Heart-Rebellion, and all his prefent Imperfection. And 
there are a Sort of Believers, that, without any true 
Regeneration, may gladly embrace fuch a Gofpel as 
this. The Law of God upon this plan, if not ex- 
prefsly criminated, is at lealt given up, and allowed, 
by fad implication, to have been as unjuft as the law 
of Pharoah ; but the Sinner being taught to be con- 
fident of his Pardon, like the favourite of a bad Ma- 
giftrate, cares not whether the Law was right or wrong, 
provided he is fafe. He has no notion that it would 
have been juft for himfelf to have fuffeied, but if his 
Surety or his fellow criminals had hard ufage, what is 
that to him ? He is content, for the fake of humour- 
ing his Patron, to cry up his Clemency : and the 
Execution of a bad Law upon others gives him no un- 
eafinefs, fo long as his fafety is fecured. But it is not 
fo with the real Convert. The Faith of the true Be- 
liever could not have been the natural Produce of a j 
carnal Heart at Enmity with God. It is of God's own 
Operation : and thereby a Sinner who dares not plead 
the lead Worthinefs of his own, but is confeious of in- 
finite ill-defert, is )et emboldened to return unto God 
in the Name of Jefus, making mention of his Righte- 
oufnefs, even of His only. Though the Law, even 
as a Mtniftraticn of Death, appears glorious* (or elfe for 
Chrift to fall a Sacrifice to it's Honour mull fhock every 
friend to Righteoufnefs in the Univerfe) yet the blefled 
Gofpel, the Minijlration of Righteoufnefs exceeds the Law 
in Glory. Therefore is the Believer charmed to fee 
Juft ice and Mercy met together in him, and all the 
Attributes of God reconciled to his Salvation, yea, 
and glorified in it, much more than they could have 
been in his deft ruction. No good End could have been 
anfwered by the Sinner's death, which could not be 
equally, yea, more abundantly fecured by the Saviour's 
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death ; while other valuable ends are anfwered by the 
Salvation of the believing Sinner, which could not: 
have been anfwered by his Deltruclion. What gracious 
Encouragement mud arife from this con Oder ation to. 
accept the Invitations of the blefied Redeemer. 

Obf 3. Hence I remark, laftly, That all true Be- 
hewers mufl delight in the Law of God after the inward 
Man ; and while they difclaim all hope of acceptance 
by it as a Covenant of Works, and rejoice in de- 
liverance from it's Curfe, they ought ever to confider 
it as the Rule of Life, and ftudy sniverfal Conformity 
to it, from a principle of Gratitude to their Redeemer. 

This thought has been juft mentioned before, but it 
may be proper a little to confirm the Obfervation. It 
is indeed much to be lamented that there (hould be the 
lead occafion to prove to any profefting a regard for 
evangelical truth, that the Law of God js liill obliga- 
tory on Believers as a Rule of Conduit. But, alas, 
what conceit is too extravagant and abominable to find 
fome patron even in the profefling world ? — Whiie fome 
have con fide red the unregenerate as funk below the Law, 
fo as that it can require nothing truly good of them, 
becaufe they are wholly bad ; as if the wicked, obftinatc 
Will of the Creature were the meafure of his Duty, 
and Gcd mull therefore never require any thing of a 
Sinner which he was fure he could not find in his heart 
to perform : — others have reprefented the Believer as 
raffed above Obligation, by his being delivered from 
Condemnaticn ; as if the Saviour could not fudain the 
Characters of a Pried and a King both at once : or ac 
lead as if nothing could be the Believer's duty but what 
he was actually inclined to perform. 

That you may ever dread to entertain fo unfcriptural 
and pernicious an error, let me befeech you to confider 
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the Confluences of denying the Believer to be under I 
ihe mcinil Law as a rule ol Lite. — ]f Believers are in no 
feme under (he Law, it will follow, that they are inca- 
pable ol linnin^ after ihcir Converfion, for nil Jh u tit 
Yranjircjfum of the Law. Bat where there is no law, 
there 'is m> TraiygreJ/isM — We mull fuppofe, then, list 
there is no King in Zion, tut every man that is a 
believer, m ■>■■ do wh.it is right in his own eyes, having 
no other rule of right or wroi.g hut his own Inclination 
■ — if Chiiiliani are under no Law, they can have no 
rcafon to mourn over the plague of their own hearts, 
(if by that phrafe is intended any thing odious to God) 
unlets Conscience, which fiich profellors will probably 
call Unblief, fhould fometimes plague them, by inter- 
rupting their jircf.iiuptuous Confidence — All the re- 
pentance and grief for fin agaiufi God, fuppofed tub; 
committed after converfion, which Believers felt while 
ihey were young and lender hearted, was needlefs and 
ufc-iefs; and is what they mould guard again ft in future, 
after they come to know their Liberty as being fried in 
every fcnlc from the Law. For upon this principle it 
null be fuppoled, th.it they do nothing after they have 
believed which they reed 10 be forry fur, on account of 
it's finfulnefs. li they have any caufe of grief it can 
only be npon a tain jtlfijh principle, as regretting they 
were nnt fo h-ippy as they might have been — It muit 
alfo follow, that after being once converted, we no 
iced the Spiiit of God to convince us of Sin, or 
to mortify (he deeds of the Body; — nor do we need to 
live upon Chiiil for Strength, for where there is no Law, 
there can he no tr.infgreffion; and confequemly no Duty. 
If, therefore, we have nothing to do, v.c have Ifrength 
enough already to He itill— Yet, as Believers are too 
evidently capable of falling into the lame pern 
Actions after they have believed aa before, it mu 
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cording to this Notion, follow, that what would havfe 
been fin in another, is no fin in a Believer. — Ye*, that 
a man after he has believed in Chrift, may repeat the 
very worll a&ion he ever committed before his Conver- 
fion, and not have any caufe to be forry for it, or 
afhamed of it, as fin againit God. — r i his further Con- 
fequence is alfo unavoidable, That Lhriil by his Death 
only made Atonement for the fins that his people com- 
mie before Converfion, and not for any fins that they 
commit after they have believed in him ; for when they 
are once become Believers, they are in no fenfe under 
the Law, and therefore cannot fin at all. — Lertamly, 
then, If we wete to embrace this vile Notion, we muft 
lower the Worth of the Gofpel, as well as the Authority 
of the Law, to an unfpeakable degTee; tor our fins being 
Jo much the lefs, we muft confider ouriehes as immenfelv 
lefs indebted to divine Grace for the Pardon of Sin* 
than we formerly conceived, while we fuppofed the 
Law of God to be a Handing Rule of Action all our 
Life long. 

If it mould be pleaded, That the Tnterefts of Holinef$ 
may be fecured, though the Law of God be denied to 
be the Believer's Rule, becaufe the Influence of the 
Holy Spirit will lead him to thofc Actions which vull 
glorify God, though he is not brnmd to them by any 
written Law, I muft reply that molt of the former 
Confequences would remain unobviaied by this Evafion. 
For ftill it is implied, that the Believer is never bound 
to love or obey God more than be does; feeing he 
always performs all that to which the Holy Spirit 
effectually influences him; and more than that, it is 
fuppofed, it was not his duty to do. So that iti 11 caufe 
of repentance is excluded. Right and Wrong arc con- 
founded. Pardoning Mercy is leflencd. Nor has the 
Believer any rule to judge by, which of his anions are 
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from the Spirit and which not ; for none are criminal.— 
Surely to make either Goo's Decrees, or nil 
Spirit's Influences, or our own Inclinations, 

the mea/ari of cur Duly, is unfpeakably abfurd and 
dangerous. It is molt readily granted that the Influence 
of the Spirit is absolutely needful to incline us to da 
cur Duly, but it is not necefTary to conftitute Da'/. 
Nor cm nnv thing lend much more to the dilhmiaur of 
the Holv Spirit, than to entertain fo unfcriptural an 
Opinion. 

May the bleffed Spirit leac! our Minds into a thorough 
Acquaintance with the l'romifes of God, and deeply 
infcribe lib Law upon our hcaris. 
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